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Dear friends, donors and all who have 
a warm heart for Museum Romagne 
14-18!

We are proud to present to you the first 
“new style” newsletter of the Romagne 
14-18 museum. Through this newsletter 
- on a monthly basis- we want to keep 
you posted about all that is happening 
in and around our museum. Our 
museum. We say this on purpose.  If 
anything has become clear during the 
past difficult year, it is that Museum Ro-
magne 14-18 is carried by many hands 
and hearts. The museum is loved in The 
Netherlands and abroad. We are grateful 
for that.

Your support and involvement is a great 
boost. For Jean-Paul de Vries and his 
museum in the first place, but also for 
the Friends of Romagne Foundation, 
which supports Jean-Paul in his work 
and mission with advice, action and 
financial assistance. The newsletter 
therefore is signed by Jean-Paul and the 
friends of Romagne Foundation.

In this newsletter we would like to 
update you on the developments in and 
around the museum, our plans, 
prospects and the news from the board 
of the Friends Foundation. But this 
newsletter wants to be a little bit more 
as well.  We hope to offer you something 
extra every month. Interviews with 
Romagne specialists and enthousiasts 
for exemple. Conversations with WWI 
experts, professional and non-professio-
nal, who have something special to 

share, related to the museum and the 
story of Jean-Paul.
We make a strart in this newsletter. Cor 
Speksnijder, a refined retired Volkskrant 
journalist spoke with Bruce Malone, 
superintendant of the American 
cemetary in Romagne. Cor has 
expressed his wish to contribute on a 
regular basis. Welcome aboard Cor.

Welcome aboard as well for our 
outgoing Prime Minister. Yes indeed. 
Mark Rutte recently expressed his 
sincere support to our museum. A 
special gesture that we highly 
appreciate, given the P.M.'s very busy 
corona crisis schedules.

WEBSITE ROMAGNE 14-18  
RENEWED
No doubt you have noticed it: the 
Romagne 14-18 website has 
undergone a facelift. Our webmaster, 
Justus Dolleman, has thoroughly 
revised the former site and the result is 
promising. This is just a start. We want 
the site to become a well-attended 
meeting place, filled with news, 
columns, blogs, videos, inter-views. We 
strive to make  contributions every 
week. In short: the site Romagne 14-18 
(and in it’s wake the site of the Friends 
of Romagne Founda-tion) will be the 
center of information, learning, 
deepening and entertainment.
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HEADINGS
What’s in store for you? 

Romagne than and now. Photographer 
Marco Magielse (known for his books 
The Secrets of Romagne, War Relics, The 
Road to Romagne) compares, in images 
and words, Romagne during The Great 
War with today’s Romagne What has 
remained the same? What has changed 
since then?

101 Reasons to go to Romagne, also 
from Marco Magielse. He dives deep into 
his extensive phote archive and so guides 
us through Romagne and the 
surrounding areas.

Interviews. Cor Speksnijder talks with 
experts and enthousiasts.

JEAN-PAUL ONLINE FOR SCHOOL 
CHILDREN AND VISITORS
Last but not least, there is Jean-Paul’s 
own virtual tour in his museum. In “the 
Chest of Romagne”, Jean-Paul will regu-
larly show extraordinary pieces from his 
collection, enlivened by his own, unique 
comments. He can do this by means of 
equipment, the purchase of which has 
been made possible by a generous dona-
tion from the fund: “De Waterlander”.  
Jean-Paul as a virtual guide! It is in line 
with his advanced plans to be able to 
continue reaching school children via the 
internet. It is clear that the Covid-19 crises 
has caused a lot of trouble. The forced 
closure of the museum has not only 
caused major financial problems but it 
also meant that Jean-Paul could not do 
what his heart desires the most:  passing 
the story of the Great War to school 
children. In the course of February, Jean-
Paul hopes to start with his online 
lectures to school children about his 
museum and the Great War. The expe-
rimental phase is in full swing. With all 
reason: 

 numerous applications are coming in.

ROMAGNE 14-18: A MUSEUM OF  
ALL OF US
“Our museum” we said .This also means 
that we appeal to you with regard to the 
content of our sites. Do you have ideas 
about the museum, stories you want to 
share with us, special photo’s, whatever: 
do not hesitate and let us know via this 
e-mail address
info@friendsofromagne.com  
Your thoughts and contributions are 
more than welcome. Museum Romagne 
14-18 belongs to all of us. This website 
aims to be a vivid proof of that.

OVERNIGHT IN ROMAGNE
The coming year will be a challenging 
one. The museum hopes to reopen as 
soon as possible. Whenever possible, 
whenever allowed. We focus on spring, 
we expect in summer. But who knows? 
In order to welcome you for a longer 
stay, Jean-Paul is busy offering a new 
service: spend the night next to the 
museum. Because Jean-Paul has moved 
to the nearby Cunel, his old house can 
now be converted into a “gite”, as a Bed 
and Breakfast if you prefer. That is to say: 
overnight stay plus breakfast. The 
renovations are in full swing to 
accommodate 8 people. A wonderful 
prospect!

CHANGES TO THE BOARD OF  
THE FRIENDS OF ROMAGNE FOUN-
DATION
The board of the Friends of Romagne 
Foundation will continue to support 
Jean-Paul and his museum.  The board 
has slightly changed. Bob Latten has 
stepped down as chaiman after 5 years of 
loyal service. Our gratitude is expressed  
on the website of the Foundation. We 
welcome Rob Leenheer as our new 
chairman. We also welcome new board 
member Arnoud Boorsma. Finally, we are 
pleased to add WWI expert Paul Moeijes 
to our Committee of Recommendation. A 
“welcome aboard” is fitting here too!

We are facing a new year in which a lot is 
about to happen. We are facing major 
challenges. There is a lot of work to be 
done. The shadow of Covid still hangs 
over the museum and over us all. But 
there is hope! So let us look forward to 
meet you in Romangne again; we will 
meet each other in words and images on 
this website, on the Facebook page of 
the museum and Jean-Paul and 
through other media. Keep following us 
through our news page. Until the next 
newsletter!

With warm regards and courageous 
forward,
Jean-Paul de Vries
Friends of Romagne Foundation

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER 
Would you like to receive this newsletter 
monthly by email for free? Send us an 
email with your name and your email ad-
dress. For all your questions, ideas, sug-
gestions and comments: please contact 
us at info@friendsofromagne.com
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‘MUSEUM IN ROMAGNE SHOWS HUMAN 
COST OF WAR’ 

Bruce Malone, superintendent at the 
American military cemetery in Romagne, 
admires the passionate work of Jean-Paul de 
Vries. ‘His unique museum displays in depth 
what many First World War museums only 
show superficially: the human cost of war.’ 
Unfortunately the corona crisis threatens its 
survival.

Cor Speksnijder

He lives and works where American soldiers once faced 
German troops. From his office on the former front line Bruce 
Malone overlooks the largest American cemetery in Europe. 
Snow covers the neatly cut grass between the white crosses. 
‘Some of the soldiers buried here were killed on the hill where 
I’m sitting.’

Bruce Malone is superintendent at the Meuse-Argonne Ameri-
can Cemetery in Romagne-sous-Montfaucon. He administers 
the slightly sloping field of honor with its endless rows of 
immaculate headstones. Between the trimmed linden trees 
no less than 14.246 American soldiers rest. Most of them died 
during the American Meuse-Argonne Offensive, in the last 
months of the First World War.

A stone’s throw away from the cemetery lies the museum of 
the Dutch Frenchman Jean-Paul de Vries. In a rather inconspi-
cuous house with blue painted shutters De Vries has collected 
thousands of objects he found on the fields and in the woods 
where armies once fought their bloody battles. His modest 
museum, maintained with modest resources throughout the 
years, has been badly affected by the corona crisis and may be 
forced to close its doors for good. 

Closing the museum would be a great loss, Malone says on 
the telephone. ‘It is one of a kind. Most war museums show 
big equipment and tell the big stories. They don’t show the 
more personal side of war. In De Vries’museum the soldiers are 
central, whether they are French, British, American, Canadian 
or German. More than many other museums this museum 
emphasizes the human side of the First World War. It shows the 
true cost of war.’

The collection of the museum consists mainly of personal 
belongings of the soldiers in the trenches: weapons, helmets, 
boots, uniforms, shovels, cutlery, medical supplies, name tags, 
letters, photographs.  Objects that De Vries found in more than 
forty years during his wanderings around Romagne. He exhi-
bits them without frills. No pompous words, no flashy videos. 
His collection is an unpolished, rough reminder of immense 
and tragic bloodshed.

When Malone first visited the museum he was not yet working 
in Romagne. He was there in 1917 for a meeting with super-
intendents from other cemeteries. ‘We went to the museum 
for lunch. Sitting in that little restaurant for the first time, you 
think: what can this be? But when you walk through the door, 
into the museum, you go: WOW. I’m a military historian, I was 
deeply impressed when I saw that collection for the first time.’ 

Two years ago Malone welcomed an American Congressional 
delegation in Romagne. Among the delegation members was 
General Mark Milley, then Chief of Staff of the US Army, now 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. ‘When they visited the 
cemetery we had lunch in the museum again. After lunch we 
were supposed to do a bus tour past the battle fields. That 
tour should take a few hours, but it was reduced to one hour 
because everybody wanted to stay in the museum. They were 
fascinated. It was the highlight of their trip.’

The museum had to close its doors last summer. No more 
groups of French schoolchildren, no more passers-by with 
interest in the Great War, no more tourists who would join  
De Vries for a walk along the former battle fields.  



When will they come back? When will De Vries be allowed to 
receive them again? Nobody knows. De Vries has to fight for 
survival of his life’s work. 

Malone speaks respecfully about De Vries’ dedication in main-
taining the museum, receiving visitors and guiding hikes on 
the battle fields. ‘He loves what he is doing. When he adresses 
a group of young people you see the passion for his work, his 
love for that little museum.’ Usually Malone directs his visitors 
to the museum, De Vries always forwards his guests to the 
cemetery. ‘We help each other.’

As a historian Malone is well aware of the historic value of his 
workplace. ‘My house and my office are on the former front 
line. In the autumn of 1918 this was the front line for the 
US 5th Division and then the 90th Division. For me that’s a 
profound thing. So many young fellow Americans died here. 
From one side of this cemetery you cannot see the other side, 
because it’s so big. I’ve been working as a superintendent for 
ten years now, but walking between these headstones remains 
impressive.’

Malone asked his superiors to be appointed in Romagne. 
‘Why? Because it is the Meuse-Argonne! In terms of numbers 
of soldiers involved (1,2 million) and the numbers of casualties, 
killed, wounded, missing and captured (almost 122.000) the 
Meuse-Argonne Offensive is the biggest military operation in 
the history of the United States.’ Malone feels connected to this 
part of Europe. A grandfather, who was killed in Germany in 
1944, is buried in Belgium.

 
 

For historians the area around Romagne has a lot to offer. 
Malone sums up: Vikings were defeated in 888 at Montfau-
con, king Louis XVI was arrested in 1791 in nearby Varennes, 
Napoleon III surrendered to Bismarck at Sedan in 1870, bloody 
battles have been fought at Verdun in 1916. ‘There is a lot of 
history here. The museum of De Vries belongs here. It’s an 
important place that reminds us of the trials and tribulations of 
millions of young men that were sent into a catastrophic war.’

 

 




