CHAPTER I.

CHAPTER 1I.
GHAPTER I1I.
CHAPTER 1IV.
CHAFTER v,
CHAPTER VI.

CHAPTER VII.
CHAPTER VIII.
CHAPTER  IX.
CHAPTER  X.
CHAPTER  XI.
CHAPTER X1I.

CHAFTER XKiI.

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

FIELD SITUATION - JANUARY 1st, 1922.
PLANS FOR OPERATIONS .

MORTUARIES .

REPATRIATION OF THE SOLDIER DEAD.

THE COMPLETION OF BAHUMATIONS AND
INHUMATIONS .

EVACUATION OF CEMETERIES.

THE REGISTRATION BRANCH.

IDENTIF ICATIONS .

THE BOARD OF REVIEW.

PROCURKEMENT OF L4BOR .

THE AMERICAN ¥.W.C.A. HOSIESS HOUSES.
MISCELLANEGUS .

KANUAL OF REGULATIONS, A.G.K.5.

1

Fage.

i0

14

24
3l
62
65
82
86
gb

26

103




CHAPTER 1.

FIELD SITUATION - JANUARY lst, 1922.

During the latter part of 1921, and the beginning of

1922, the work of exhuming and inhuaing in the large permanent

cemeteries commanded the larger part of the gctivities of the

American Graves Registration Service. “xhumations not only
for shipment to the nearest of kin in the United States and in
Foreign Countries were to be made, buil there were many bedies
to be brought in from outlying cemeteries which were to be
reburied in the permanent Fields of Homor. And, in addition
to this, thers were bodies, already buried in the permanent
cemeteries, which must.nnuaasarily be exhumed and reburied for
the purpose af securing uniformm spacing of graves to conform
with the general plans as approved.

The situation at the beginning of 1922 included the
exhumation, preparation and transportation to a port in Zurope,

of approximately twenty-one hundred bodies of deceased /merican

soldiers destined to be returned to the nearest of kin in the

L United States; of approximately four hundred bodies for nearest
of kin in foreign countries; the concentration of over forty-
five hundred bodiee, from outlying cemeteries and isclated graves,

to permanent cemeteries, and the exhumation and reinhusation of

% in the neighborhood of ten thousand bodies, already buried in the

permanent cemeteries.
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The number of bodies yet to be sxhumed at this tinme
was very much in excess of the estimated total that would have
remained had the plans, as made by this Service, not been
interrupted by the various diffieulties encountered from time
to time. During the last half of the year 1921 tl_u number of
u:hwitiou conducted by the Fleld Sections was considerably
under what would normally have bsen sxpected, due, prineipally,

to the fellowing ressons:

(a). - Shertage of labor. Failure of contractors
to furnish required labor, and change sf
contractors of July 1, 1921, and again en
July 81, 1921.

{(b). - Inelement weasther. Heavy and centinucus
rain or snew falls during the months of
November and December.

(¢). -~ Condition of s0il. Extremely 4ifficult
digging. Also irregularities of burials
in emetories.

As sn example, the following extracts of reporis,
regsived frem the Commanding Officer of one of the Field Bections,
are quoted:-

*The econditions encountered in Semur Cemetery
were the worst ir any cencentration mrea sincs the
operations of this Seetion under the present Command-
ing Oftieor. The ground is heavy elay, which made
digging very difficult, and the suetien and adhesive
qualities of the ground were such that it toox as
long as an hour and twenty minuies to raise a body
after it was reached.”

*The labor situation was the serious difficulty
sncountered by this Seetion during the past wesk.
The local laber dirscter was given suffigient advance
notice at Beifort as to the plansy of the Sectioen. As
usual, he apparently did very little in the way of
sbtaining laborers until the ectusl day mrrived, at
which time ke did net have them.”




SURESNES CEMETERY. - September 1921.

Graves arranged according to Fine Arts Plan.




Similar reperts were received from other Sections
in the field.

The statistics, therefore, on January lst, 1922,
showed the following status of bodies;-

Number of sxhumations to be made for

shipment to the United States. (These

buriale scattered throughout approximately

52 cemsteries)......... badeees srnessaseess 2,007

Nunber of bodies to be exhumed for
shipnent to foreign countries........... .o 429

Number of bodies to be exhumed from out-
lying cemetories for reburial in permanent
Gm.tario.'..."Q-IOOO...‘ llllllll L 4|512

Nunmber of bodies in the various mortuaries

avaiting permanent reburial, shipment to a

port, or advies as to disposition......... 7,513
Aomagne-~sous-Mont faueon, (dause). 1,088
Thiaucourt, (Meurthe-et-dosells). 1,050
Seringes-et-Nesles, (alsne)...... 3,145
Belleau, (Alsne)seeevsrivresannas Bll
Boay, (AloBe) e viviiveeccncrinnae 1,128
Paris, (Seln@)isesrevsicrnccnrane .« 218
Solesons, (Alsna)....iivvivenns ¥ 73

Number of bodies in permansat cemsteries

to be exhumed and reburied in accordance

with proposed conceniration planas...... +es 10,000
Meuse-Argonne imerican Cemetery.. 3,119
5% . dihiel American Cemetery..... 2,180
Cise-Alsne American Cemetery..... 1,931
Aisne-Marne Mmerican Cemetery.... 1,555
Flanders Field American Cemetery. 411
Somme imerican Cemetery.........,. 764
Brookwood imerican Cemetery...... 40




SURESNES CEMETERY.

efors the extension was made, showing

ugly scars that were left from previous grading, and were later
removed in the work of improving the grounds -

Nortbhwest corner of Bleck B, b
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CHAPTER II.

PLANS FOR OPERATIONS.

A shortage of commissioned officers made it necessary :
to0 revise the entire plan of operations and, accordingly, a new £
arrangement for handling the field work was effected. Steps
were taken to consolidate all activities, not only &t the central
office in Paris, but especially with regard to the maintenance of
areas, and the number of operating sections to be sent into the
field.

The exhumation and inhumation work in the permanent
cemetery at Suresnes, (Seins), had been completed during the

previous year, and the similar work at the ieuse-Argonne Cemetery

was at this time well advanced, but beyond this progress in thess
two particular cemeteries, the major portion of the total exhuma-
tion and inhumation work to be accomplished at all the permanent
Fields of Honor remained yet to be done.

From a plan of a working force of peventeen Field Sec-
tions a modified force of four Field Sections was organized, each
with an incremse of one or more gZroups, the additional groups being
gupervised by the Assistant uaster of Seetion. In order to assign
the work, yet to be accomplished, in a manner that would prevent
the necessity of roloriing to short cuts to speed up production,

and, at the same time complete the work as expeditiously as possible,

the following plan was adopted:-




SURESHES CEMXTERY.

Bloek B, showing operation of removing minor irregularities
prior to staking for interments.
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FIELD SECTION #1, This Section consisted of six

ROMAGNE-SQUS-

MONTFAUCON, (4EUSE). groups, and was to exhume
nppraximnioly five hundred bodies weekly. At that rate the
work at Fomagne would have been completed abcut January aiut,
1922, at which time the Section would be moved to Thimueourt
to accompligh the exhumation of the "States” eases in that
cemetery (St. Mihiel /merican Cemetery), and also the evagua-
tion of tke cemsteries concentrating into it. By mesigning
four working groups to svacuate the outlying cemsteries, the
recaining groups would eare for the "States” cases in Thiaucourt.
1t was planned that &11 work in this area could be completed by

the end of February and the Section would then be available for

the final operaticns in the permanent cemetery at Thiaucourt.

FIELD SECTION #4, This Section, consisting of four
THEN AT TONNERRE,
{ YONNE) . groups, was assigned to evacuat-

ing fifty-three cemeleries loocated throughout the socuth-sastern
part of France. The work involved consisted in effecting 1361
exhusations, upon the completion of which the Section would be
moved to Seringes-et-Nesles, (alsne), to coemplete final opera-

tions in the Cise-Aisne Cemetery.

FIELD SECTION #7, This Section, consisting of four
THEN AT SOISSONS,
(AISHE). groups, was assigned the evacua-

tion of imerican Cemetery #617, at Fimmes, (iarne), necessitating
934 exhumations to be completed. Upon completion of work at

Fismes, the section would be divided into twoc detachments; one

being sent to Waereghem, Belgiun, the other to proceed to Bony,




SURESNES CRMETERY.

Bleek C, looking into the morthwest corner, showing smoothing over of

the surface preparatory to setiing stakes for interments, and showing

the back along the fort, now & part of the cexretery grounds to be
improved by additicnal planting.
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(Aisne), both to exhume all bodies that were to be shipped to
the United States, and this being completed, the two detach-
ments would re-assemble at Bony, there to conduct final opera-

tions in that Cemetery.

FIELD SECTION #8, This Section, consisting of
THEN AT PLOISY,
(AISNE). four groups, was assigned the

work of accomplishing the exhumations for shipment to the United
States of the bodies buried in the Cemeteries at Belleau and
Seringes-et-Nesles. Following completion of this work the
section was to be used for the purpose of completing operations
in the Aisne-karne Cemetery at Selleau.

SPECIAL FIELD Around the first of April, 1922,

SECTION FORMED TO

OPERATE IN ENGLAND. a special section was to be
organi:&d and sent to Southampton, England, and from there to
radiate throughout the British Isles, evacuating all of the out-
lying cemeteries by preparing for shipmeni those bodies claimed
by nearest. of kin, and concenirating the balance into the permanent
Anerican Cemetery at Brookwood. This proposed itinerary would
entail some 536 exhumations, of which number approximately 435
would represent the concentrations to be made in Brookwood.

In so far as concerned the work in France and Belgium,
field operations were resumed on January 4th, in accordance with
the foregoing outlined plans, but continual inclement weather and

labor difficulties made it impossible for the Field Sections to

live up to their prescribed schedules.




SURESNES CEUETERY.

Bloek C, showing character of ground which had to be
cleared before interments could be effected.
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As the work of evacuation of the cutlying cemeteries
was completed and operations wers comuenced in the permanent
cemeteries, a change of policy was announced at “Yashington with
respect to exhuming and reburying bodies alre2dy buried in the
permanent cemeteries. It was decided that no such exhumations
and reburials would take place at the S8omme and Oise-Aisne
Cemeteries. This made a further ad justment of field operations
plans necessary, with the result that the Field Sections were
disbanded when they reached the last station covered by their
respective itineraries, and had completed all exhumations of
bodies which were to be shipped to nearest of kin. Field
Section #1 wae disbanded in the early part of April, at Romagne-
sous-iont faucon, whereas Field Sections #4, #7 and #8 were,
respectively, disbandid at Fere-en-Tardenois, Bony and Chateau-
Thierry in the latter part of February.

A8 the demobilization of these units was effeocted at
approximately the same time that the special section for England
was being formed, a required number of technical and clerical
personnel was retained for the new section, and the balance of
the surplus personnel was discharged . This reduced the fisld
personnel to one field unit, and a minigmum number assigned to
each permanent cemetery for routine duties thereat .

Though it had been originally planned that the work
of the field sections was to include the evacuation of all of
the mortuaries, and the subsequent final interment of the

remains, which had been contained therein, it was now decided




SURESNES CEMETERY.

Extension before preparing of ground.
durch, 1922.
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that, upon its return from completing the work in the british
Isles, the special section would be reorganised to furnish a
detachment for such further exhumations as wers still to be
made, and another detachment to operate as a "Reburial Unit®,
and that these detachments would be circulated amongst the
permanent cemeteriss in order to finish the work which was,

for the time being, asbandoned. A Reburial Unit had been

formed &t the Meuse-aArgonne Cemetery in September, 1921, and

as the reburials in that cemetery were now practically completed,

a mature survey of the activities of this unit had shown its

ef ficiency.




BRY .

SURESNES CHMET

Extenslon
April, 1922.
Preparing of Ground.




CHaPTER IIi.

MORTUARIES .

Ever since the first shipment of the remains of
deceassd american scldiers was made, there has been the
necessity of locating and maintaining suitable storage plases
&t al]l coneeniraition points; first &t the railheads, then the
ports, and finally at the permanent cemeteries.

On January lst, 1922, as stated in Chapter I, there

were over seveniy-five hundred bodies reposing in the various

morgues, or mortuaries, nraiting final disposition.

These mortuaries were established at all of the
permanent cemeteries excepting at Suresnes, (Seine). For
the service of the Suresnes American Cemstery a large build-
ing was rented at Saint Denis, a suburb of Paris, and was
called the Paris Morgue.

It was impracticable, because of the expense, to
build sufficient morgues at the cemetery at Seringes-et-Nesles,
(Oise-Aisne /merican Cemetery) to acoommodate all bodies which
were 1o be finally concentrated there. Inquiries were made at
the various branches of the French Government, and finally it
was found advisable to rent from the Regions Liberees and the
Comptoir d'achats a sufficient number of buildings in the town

of Fere-en-Tardencis, about two kilometers distant from the
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cemetery. This necessitated the organization of a corps of
special watcimen to properly guard the premises against fire
and molestation. Each of these rented buildings was made

as thoroughly safe as possible by the installation of fire-
fighting apparatus .

At the permanent cemeteries the corps of guards was
increased by a sufficient number to allow of the operation of
& schedule whereby each morgue building was visited every half-
hour during the day and the night. For night work eleciric
toreches or flashlights were furnished the guards, who walked
from one end of each building to the other, flashing his light
above, below, and in between each tier of caskets, to make
certain that there was no aceumulation of debris or other
matter that might cause fire.

The floors and passageways of each morgue were covered
tc a depth of two inches with fine sand, so that the moment the
guard entered the morgue he could see at a glance if anyone had
entered, as the marks from the foot-steps would have plainly
shown. Finishing his half-hourly tour of inspection, each
guard was required to re-rake the sand so as to leave it smooth
again.

The interior of all the mortuaries were suitably
draped with imerican flags, as were the tiers of caskeils.

Nothing was left undone to preserve the sanctity and safety of

the remains being held for final dieposition.




Suresnes Cemetery on permanent basis.




An alphabetical and numerical card index of each morgue
building was kept in the office of the morgue superintendeant, and
another in ihe offiece of the area supervisor. & list also was
affixed in a proper position in each building so that the location
of any one body could be ascertained at a glance, according to its
position in the mertuary. This proved particularly valuable as
many changes, such as changes in Surname or Christian name, were
constantly coming in, and, on account of the manner in which it
was found necessary to place the bodies in the mortuary, it was
not always practicable to take out the particular shipping case

to make the required change at the time of receipt of the orders.

Consequently, all data, pertaining to a change of description,

was affixed to one end of the shipping case in question, and just
prior to final interment the proper corrections were made and
inspected by an officer to verify the correctness of same.

in order to prevent the loss of forms covering each
individuasl case, when the bodies were received at the mortuaries
for concentration, one copy of the G.K.5. Form #114-A, in each
case, was retuined in the office of the area supervisor, and the
other copy, together with G.R.S. Form #16-A attached, was forwarded
to the Paris office. Should a fire have taken place and destroyed
the copy retained by the area supervisor, the copies on file at the
Paris Headquarters could have been duplicated; should both have been
burned up, the copies retained by the field sections would have been
used for the execution of new forms. These points mre mentioned to

emphasize the extreme care which was always exercized to prevent




Panoramic of
Suresnes Camelery.
Septenber,1922.
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any possible desiruction of the records without having duplicate

sets of papers.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

REPATRIATION OF THE SOLDIER DEAD.

The return home of the United States soldiers, who were
killed or who died in Europe as a result of the World War, was
earried out in accordance with imerican traditions, to fulfil a
promise made to mothers and wives when sons and husbands were
sent overseas.

Its accomplishment involved an undertaking so comprehen-
sive in its scope, so replete with the unexpected, the pathetic
and the heroic, that, to follow its development and the conscien-
tious, sympathetic and diligent concern of the officers and
personnel associated in the work, would be to recognize an achieve-
ment which will stand forth in world relief a credit to /merican
reverence and patriotiem.

The initisl step of this operation was taken from the
Wwashington end. The ¥ar Department, directly after the Amistice,
sent communications to the neareet of kin requesting advices as to
dieposal of the Scoldier Dead.

From a total of 74,770 communications sent out, 43,909
replies were received asking the return of bodies to the United
States. The War Department immediately pledgea itself to smend
back to America all those bodies requested by the nearest of kin.
Action to fulfil this obligation could not be taken, bowever, until
a ministerial decree of the French Govermment, forbidding the

diginterment of remaine from the battle front areas, weas set nside.

e
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How this was accomplished, and with what results, appear
in Chapter VI, Volume No. 1, of this History, under the title:

"DIPLOMATIC RELATICNS WITH THS FREMCH".

Up to and ineluding kay 15th, 1922, a total of 435,149

bodies had been sent back to the United States frem the cemetaries

in the Allied Countries. The number of bodisg routed through the

various European ports is here below shown:

(a). - Antwerp, Belgimm.......... 30,260
(b). - St. Nazaire, France...... . 3,538
(6)+ - Cherbourg, France......... 2,794
{(d). - Erest, Franece............. 2,244
(8). = Calais, France.......... os B,222
(f). - Bordeaux, France.......... 2,111
(g)- - Liverpool, England....... . 1,106
(b). - Southempton, Kagland...... 711
(i) . - Teulon, France............ 145
(§j). - Portemouth, Englend....... 18

The Secretary of %ar had directed on July 27th, 1921, that
after August 15th, 192i, no applications for the return of bodies to
the next of kin would be accepted by the War Department. [lHowever,
during the last four months of 1921 there were several hundreds of
such requests received, and the original decision was waived, and

the final date placed as April lst, 1922, instead of sugust 1l5ih, 1921.

©hile the number of applications for the return of bodies
to nearest of kin living in Foreign Countries was very small, as
compared with the number calling for shipment to the United States,

the difficulties encountered before those shipments could be made

were many. From January lst to August 2lst, 1922, the Foreign
Correspondence Section ef this Service completed action on four

hundred and fifty~-four cases, pemmittiing shipments of bodies to
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Foreign Countries as foliows:-

Wy oovonsiioss 201 Poland ........ 17
Ireland......... 64 Dermark ....... 14
Greeg@...... . e SHed8l-veeveee B
England . ........ 19 Seotland...... 4

Czocho-Slovukia... 4
The follewing articles will give some litile idea of ths
gxperiences of the convoy pariies, who were responsible for ihe
distribution and final delivery of the Lodies co?priaing some of

the larger foreign shipmentis:-

SHIPMENT The delivery of the remains of deceased
TO
GREECE . Anerican soldiers to their next of kin

residing in Greece was Lhe most difficult task eacountered, and, at
the same time, one of the mosl touching events experienced by
rapresonta;lves of this Service.

The bodies wefo shipped by water from Le lavre, France,
to Pirasus, Greece, fram which point distribution was made to
various parts of Greece and insular possessions of Greece.

Transportation in Greece was the main difficulty
encountered, bout schedules were constantly changing and, in
saveral instances, sailings were cancelled afier complste arrange-
ments had baen made for shipments. The boats sailing to the
various islunds, ad a ruls, made only one trip each weak, and
frequently, after completing a delivery, it was necessary o wait
for a pari;d of three to four days before another shipment could
be effected.

In no instanes could group shipments be made, two bodies

being the maximum shipped at one time. The cost of transportation,
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poth by rail and water, was low, due chiefly to the rate of exchange.

The following extractis of report from the officer in charge

of the convey are quoted to illustrate the difficulties encountered;-

"On Sunday morning, Jume llth, 1922, at 5.40 A.M.
the convoyers laft Piraeus, Greece, with one case each,
consigned to Metsoven and Stromi. This shipment was
made by rail. After arriving at the nearest point to
destination by rail, one case was carried on a mule's
back for a distance of 4C kilometers, the other case
being carried in & like manaer for a distance of,
approximately, 30 kilometers.”

*“In order to sxpedite the work of delivery, 1
personally convoyed two cases, one to the Island of
Icaria, and snother to Leonidian. Upon arrival at
the Port of learia, I was informed that the village to
which the remains were to be delivered was some 10 or
12 kilometers distance over the mountains. I was also
informed that there was not a road to this village, and
that it would be necessary tc transport the remains by
hand. Iwo long poles were securely fastened to the
casket, and twelve men employed to convoy the remains
by hand to its destination. After delivering the
remaine and returning to the Port of lcaria, it was
necessary to wait twe and one half days for a boat to
return to the Port of Pirasus."

"The other case which I convoyed, after reaching
the nearest Fort to its destination, was carried a
distance of 8 kilometers in a row boat. Similar
expsriences were had by each ¢f the convoyers.”

"¥ith the exception of three or four insteances,
where it was impraeticable to do so, the convoyers
remained with the relatives for the church services.
In all instances, the nearest of kin expressed theair
hearty appreciation for the return of the remains.”

“Ihe remains of a soldier, which were delivered
to Alatsata, in the district of Smyrna, were received
with keener sppreciation by the relatives and citizasns
of the village than in any other case delivered to
Greece. This soldier had won the Congressional kadal
provided by the Congress of the United States. The
medal, which had been presented to the father of
deceased, was worn by him during the funeral services
held on July 4th, 1922, on which date the remains were
delivered. The Greek Administration of Smyrna,
Hunicipality of Alatsate, convened a committee of ten
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under the Mayor of Alatssta, and decided that the
offices, shops, and different publiec centers of
the town be clcsed; that flags, at half mast, be
raised during the entire day of the transpertation
of the remains; that a road opposite the territory
where the remains were to be buried, be nemed after
the United States of merieca, and that the first
street on this road be named "Testa"™, after the
name of the employee of this Service who convoyed
the remains."

Another example of the keen appreciation shown during
this mission in Greece is evidenced by the following resolution
which was passed by the kKayor and the principal representatives
of the Province of Amarion of the Island of Crete, in recoganition
of the return of the body of Sergeant J. G. tordelis:«

"Colonel Rethers,

"Sir,

fiuech touched by the nobls act of the Govern-
ment of the smerican Republic, in having repatriated
with great honor, and asccompanied by i. Billheimer,
the remains of the soldisr Demostens Bourdelis, who
died for Liberty under the flag of the United States.
We believe it ocur humble duty to thank the Govermment
of the people of the United States, who know how to
reverence the dead with the great honor due the
defenders of Liberty. %e also thank the men of the
United States, who have had the generous and noble
idea of organizing a Serviece for the repatriation of
the dead to their homes. This idea of the good
servants of the imerican people has been conceived by
a divine Providence and will leave with us an unforgett-
able remembrance, and will permit of us always preserv-
ing in our minds the great qualities and virtues of
your pecple.

We beg you, kr. Rethers, in the name of the
inhabitants of the Province amarion, Department of
Rethymnon of our lsland of Crete, to transmit to the
Govermment of the people of the United States our most
sincere thanks and infinite appreciation.

#e beg you to also say to the Feople of america
that the Cretimns will always foster sentiments of
gratitude and sympathy for them. e have, and we will
keep always in our thoughts that onme Nation, the people




- 19 -

of the United States, knows how t0 defend and
combat the ambitions of those who sought to
besmireh Liberty and to dominate others.

To this noble nation who fought the egoisa
of other nations without counting the cost, we
direct once more, through you, our thanka and
our everlasting gratitude, hoping that it will
continue its work of civilization should the
ocemsion arise. FPleaze accept the assurance
of our most distinguished regard.”

SHIPMENT The first shipment of bodies for delivery
TO
IRELAND . to nearest of kin in Ireland left .antwerp,

Belgium, on Cotober 30th, 1921, on board the "Orlock Head", and
arrived at Cork, Ireland, November 2nd, 1921.

The Lord xayor of Dublin offered the use of the City
jdorgue as a Lemporary gtor&gn place for these remains, and the
Sinn Feiners desired to have a military gscort at the docks, as
did alsoc the British Government, in view of the extremely delicate
political situation. The offer of the Dublin Clty Morgue, as a
place for storage, and the gusrds of honor of both the Sinn Feiners
and the British Goverrment were refused by this Service, in order
that no disturbance might cecur during the unleading, or shipment
of the remains.

Thenks to the courtesy of the Commanding General of the
Britieh Forees in Ireland, the bay in King George the Fifth Hospital
wae secured to store the remains.

After the caskets on board ship were inspected by both the
British Troops and Sinn Feiners, they were unloaded and hauled by
truck to the temporary place of storage, from which place same were

shipped under convoy to variocus parts of Ireland, where nearest of

kin resided.
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On key 2nd, 1922, the second shipment of bodies for
delivery in Ireland left .ntwerp, Eelgium, on board the 3.5.
Nillwater, bound for Dublin. Upon arrivel in Dublin, the
question of securing suitable space for storage of remains
presented a more difficult problem. The British kilitary was
evacuating, and all fecilities in their charge, which might have
besn suitable for storage purposes, were being either closed or
turned over to the Irish Republican Armmy Authorities. The site,
used by the previous convoy, had already been closed. The
situation, in reference to the actual control by the Republican
Army, was uncertain, many buildinge in Dublin et that time being
in possession of the Irregulars, and it was uncertain as to what
other places they would atteampt to seize. For thai reason it
was considered impra@tical to use any storage whieh the Republican
Army may have had, or offered for the purpose. Accordingly space
was rented from a private party.

#ith the exception of three or four instances, where ihe
convoyers were delayed by military authorities, Northern Specials
and Southern Irregulars, until they had proven their ldentity,
there was practically no difficulty encountered. In all cases,
when it was learned that it was & convoy of deceased imerican
Soldiers, the utmost courtesy was shown by the various officials

and the people in the vieinity.
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NAPLES, ITALY. - September 2, 1922.

Bodies resting in sortuary avaiting distribution to
Nearest of Kin.
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SHIPHENT On August 2nd, 1922, Lieut .-Colonel William
TC
ITALY. G. Ball, Q. .C., in charge of the personnel

detailed for the duty of dslivering the bodies of smerican Soldier
Dead of Italian origin to their nearest of kin in ltaly, left Faris
for Turin, Italy, to fulfil this soclemn mission. All necessary
arrangements had been previously made for the shipment of 83 bodies
to Turin, Italy, and for & later shipment of 223 bodies to Naples.
The conveoy assesbled at Turin on auguet 3rd, 1922, and the shipment
for Northern Italy arrived on the night of August 4th-5ih. The
bodies were unloaded from the train and stored in a mortuary provided
by the ltalian State Railroads at Forte Nuove Station. Office space
was a].sol provided at the same place. The schedules for the shipment
of remains to the naxi of kin were arranged at conce end shipment was
mede in instalments. wach body was forsarded to its deetination in
charge of a convoyer from the fmerican Graves Registration Service,
who delivered same to the next of kin and cbtained a receipt for the
remains. All deliveries were made in the Horthern Area without any
serious difficulty.

Frior to the 28th of August information was received by
the Cfficer in gharge of the convoy ihat the shipment of bodies to
Naples, 226 in number, would arrive at Naples about the 25th of
August . A representative was sent to Naples to make all necessary
arrangements for the storage of ithe remains in a mortuary and the
protection of game until the convoy arrived. This representative
reported tc the ltalian dilitary and Naval Commanders at Naples,
whe had completed mll arrangements for the storage of the remains

and had procured office room. ihe mortuary and office were located
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in Government buildings at the arsemal. On August 29th-3Cth the
Officer in Charge of the convoy and othsr personnel arrived at
Naples and found all arrangements satisfactory and the bodies
stored in a large stone warehouse, which was fire and damp proof.
The warehouse had been thoroughly cleaned and fittingly decorated
by the ltalien Authorities at their expense and it presented a
most creditable appearance.

The Military, Navel and Civil Authorities had taken
notice of the arrival of this large consigmnment of Soldier Dead
and had prepared elaborate memoriasl ceresonies, which were
participated in by detachmente of troope from all of the units of
the Division of the Army, which had headquarters st Naples, all
Naval units then at the Hauvy Yard, Scecietiss of Veterans of the
Ureat War, Associations of Hothers of Italian Soldier Dead, and
the ¥unicipal Authorities. The troeps paraded and music was
furnished by three bands.

Ihe United Statee ship "Newport”, under command of Li .-
Com. J. 3. Baylis, of the United States Coast Guard Service, which
is a school ship of the State of New York, participated in the
memorial service and paraded with the Italian dilitary and Naval
elements. after the ceramonics Commander Baylis departed with
the "Newport®™ for Athens, Greece and Alexandria, ¥gypt, passing by
the Island of Rhodes and Scarpantec. A8 the remains of one of the
Soldier Dead was to be delivered on the island of Searpanto, Com.
Baylis agreed to deliver these renaine, and after e sea voyage of
approximsately 1000 miles, this body reached its final destination.

ibe shipmente from 4Yaples were forwarded at weekly

intsrvals, it being necessary to allow such an interval in order




American sailors from the U.5. Sehool Ship "Newport”,
and Italian Sailors from the Italian Battle Ship
wGuilio Cesare”, escorting remains of an American
Seldier, who died in France, to the U.5.5. Ship
“Newport", whieh earried it to ths lsland of Scarpandg,
in the Adriatic Sea.




- B8 -

that the convoyers might be sure to have time encugh te return
for the next shipment, as well as to ensble the Officer in
Charge to state a definite date to the railroad company for
placing cars at the arsenal for use of the convoy.

kany of the bodies in Southern Italy and some of those
in Horthern Italy had to be carried long distances into the
mountains, after they reached the last railroad point to which
they could be carried. Some of them were then sent as far as
ninety kilometers. (ne body was sent to a small island about
fifty miles from Naples in the Mediterranean Sea on an ltalien
Naval vesssl.

The italian Authorities at all tines were most courteous
and obliging. They gave every assistance within their power and
much more than could reasonably have been expected. Colonel Fons
and Major Xondadori-bergante were extremely helpful.

it was the observation of all members of the convoy that
the nearest of kin, to whom Soldier Dead were shipped, their
relatives, the local authorities and population in general, were

most appreciative of the service rendered them.




CHAPTER V.

THE COMPLETION OF EXHUMATIONS AND INHUMATIONS.

All field operations in connection with exhumations and
inhunations, including the evacuation of the various cemsterial
mortuaries, are now practically completed, the order of completion
of the permanent cemeteries being as follows:-

Suresnes imerican Cemetery. (in 1921).
ieuse-Argonne imerican Cemetery.
Brookwood imerican Cemetery.

Flanders Field imerican Cemetery.

St . dihiel imerican Cemetery.
Uise-Aisne imerican Cemetery.

Somme smerican Cemetery.

Alsne-Marne /merican Cemetery.

ina subsequent chapter, devoted to the EZvacuation of
Qutlying Cemeteries™, will be shown a list of ihe cemeteries, and
their locations (Commune and Department), from which the remains
of dsceased smerican soldiere were concentrated to the above
mentioned pesmanent Fielda of lonor.

The actual mechanics cof the operations, incidental to
this work, have been the same, practically, at all of the cemeteries,

the method used being one that was perfected during the experiences

at the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery. It is hardly necessary,

therefore, to recount in detail the story of the work at each Cematery.

The following mccount of the work at the keuse-Argonne ;meriean
Cemetery would, with the few required adjustments to conform to the
proportions of the task in hand, and the field personnel available,

fit any one of these permanent cemeteries.




MEUSE-ARGONNE CEMETERY. - June - September, 1921.

Screened from public view, and six Fleld Sections operating
therein.
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MEUSE-ARGONNE September 1st, 1921, found at this
AMERICAN
CEMETERY. Cemetery twc Field Sections at work

exhuming and preparing for shipment, or reinterment, from 125

to0 200 bodies per working day. The problem which confronted

the Officer in Charge of Operations was to dispose of these bodies
as quickly as possible, and to accomplish interments in the order
of their importance, as follows:

(a). - Bodies sxhumed by the Field, or Exhumation

Sections. {As soon after exhumation as
weas possiple).

(b). - Bodies receivsd at the local Railhead from

other Cemeteries. (Io avoid double handling
by accepting direct in the cemetery).

(¢). -~ Bodies from the local mortuaries.

To provide for this phase of the work, there was created,
on September 16th, 1921, a “Reburial Unit". As will be sesen later
in this chapter, the operatione of interment covered & wide area of
the cemetery, and with this in mind, and with accuracy and precision
as the controlling factors to govern, thie "Reburial Unit" was
orgenized along the following lines:-

(a). - Foreman in Charge, tc be in the field at all

times during operations, and to represent
the Reburial Officer, (Ufficer in Charge),
during any absence of the latter.

(b). - Convoyers and Assistants, who were responsible

for the trangportation and personal convoy of
all bodies, and for delivery whon and where

gpecified.

(e). - Block Foreman, in charge of the local work in
each “Block" or sector.

(d). - Checkers to sesist the bLlock Foreman. Zach
Block Foreman required from one to three
Checkers, depending upon the amount of
activities in his block or sector.
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(e) . - Foreman in charge of grave markers,
who supervised the placing of markers
immediately following interment; was
responeible for repasiring or replacing
those that became broken; also responsible
for necessary repainting or stencilling.

(f). - Clerk to keep permanent records.

(g). - Clerk to check the data finally typed on

prescribed reburial foms, (G.R.S. Forms
f114-4) .

The deuse-argonne Cemetery is laid out in eight cemeterial
blocks, which according to original plan have forty-six rows of
forty bodies each, in each of the larger blocks, lettering from "A"
to "D" inclusive, and forty rows of forty bodies each in each of the
four blocks to the south of the central axis, lettering from "E" to
"4" inelusive. fThe south end of the new burial area approximately
coineides with the south end of the old burial area.

It was decided by Headquarters at Paris that the exhumation,
grading snd reinhumation operations gshould start at the upper or
south end of the cemetery and progress toward the lower or north end
of the cemetery, each phase of the work co-ordinating with the others.

The Nxhumstion Seection started work of exhuming bodies from
the old cemstery, commencing at the rear and progressing down hill,
and were required to co-operate very closely with the Engineer party
and the Reburial Seetion to determine from day to day plots to be
first vacated.

The Engineer Party started grading operations at the rear
or north end of the new Burial Ares, which extended fifty-four

meters to east and west of the old burial area, moving excess earth

from ocut to fill to east and west of the high point which ran north
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and south through Blocks "F® and "B". The purpese of these
operations was to bring the ground to grade, prepared for
receiving concentrations.

The Reburial Umnit prepared graves in the area thus
availsble from day to da.;y and eoncentrated therein bodies
prepared for interment. On October 22n4d, '3.921, this work
reached its peak, with twelve civilian employees, interment work
going on in six blocks at one time, employing approximately 450
laborers, and reaching a total of 349 interments for the day.

The Bagineer brought the ground to grade and turned it
over to the Reburial Gffiecer for completing the concentration.
The Reburial Cfficer decided where work would be carried on, and
notified the fngineers accerdingly. The Engineers would then
run in the negessary grave siakes, and the Reburial Cfficer would
have the graves marked off, and necessary men started at digging.

For the burial of imerican Dead in the permanent
cemeteries in France, a plot of ground, measuring two meters by
three meters, is allotted to each body. The graves dug in these
plots for the reception of the casket measure one meter in width
by two meters and fifty centimeters in length, by one meter and
fifty-five centimeters in depth. ‘The dimensions of the standard
casket are two meters and twenty-two centimeters long by seventy-
three contimeters wide, by sixty-five centimetors deep.

The first comsideration in handling interments in the

Heuse-Argonne Cemetery was, of course, accuracy. The next item

in order of importance was speed, which presented a problem
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diffieult of solution. The Exhumation Sections were preparing about
one hundred and fifty bodiss per day for concentration. It was
absolutely necessary that these bodies be concentrated as fast as
they were prepared. The first plan was to inter in a straignt line
across the cemetery in the four blocks. This would make a line of
one hundred and sixty graves psr day. This plan did not suffice,
and in order to arrive at the proper number of interments, coperations
were sxtsnded to Blocks "A", "D" and "H", ocutside of the old burial
area, not yet prepared by the Engineer, but where the ground was
only a few centimeters below grade.

it wae found unsatisfactory to inter in every ;thnr row
at the same time, for imstance, rows #1, 73 and §5, for such opera-
tions réquired the double handling of dirt and made it diffieult to
move the caskets into position or lower them inte the graves from
the high piles of earth. It was, therefore, decided to follow the
operations of the “ngineers in the center of and down the Cemelery,
ons row at a time, throwing the earth from the new line of graves
into the line of graves immediately behind and into which caskets
had already been placed.

On all sides of the old burial area, namely blecks "H",
*D* and A", where the ground was below grade, ihe same plan was
followed, but in order to increase the nwmber of interments, every
tenth row was worked at omce. This produced the dn;ired speed,
and at the same time reduced the smount of double handling of earth
to about 10%.

1t was required that each body shipped to the Reburial

Unit for interment be accompanied by its proper c¢ross.




RAILHEAD AT ROMAGNE.

Temporary storage of Bodies from Meuse-Argonns Cemetery -
awaiting shipment to the U.S.
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To have had more than one organization interested in the
movement of the bedies would have resulted in a certain smount of
delay and confusion of records. The Reburial Officer, therefore,
took the entire responsibility for these movements, and the
convoyer signed receipts for the bodies at the points of loading.
Trackage was provided to within striking distance of each interment
area, and bodies were moved up on 60 om. guage flat cars.

It was necessary to anticipate accurately in advance the
number of bodies that could be interred in the ground made available,
g0 as not to bring in too many and yet to be always provided with a
- gufficient number of bodies to avoid possible delay .

#hen bodies were unloaded in the interment area, chackers
immediately made out "reburial slips” (descoription appears in
chapter devoted to Blank Forms), and turned them over to the foreman,
who placed the caskels before the graves. Before the bodies were
lowered into the graves, the foreman checked the reburial slips
against the metal stripping and stencilling on the case to verify
their correctness, entered the grave and block number therecn, and
marked the grave number on the cross. Under no circumstances was
a body lowered except under the direct supervision of an interment
foreman.

Laborers were required to be specialized in certain kinds
of work; for instance, diggers to dig only; gangs to load, unload,
and carry caskets; others to lower them into the graves, etc. This
arrangement proved to increase the production of the Units.

From time to time it was necessary to arrange for special
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interments, in cases where relatives or friends desired to be
present. In cases of this kind, & grave was provided in an area,
eagsily accessible, where no interment work cr grading was going on.
The body was placed just inside the entrance to the mortuary,
properly draped with an American Flag. The relatives were taken
there to viev the casket, and then by aulomobile to the place of
interment , by a circuitous route which did not pass through any
area of operations, the body following in a G M .C. truck. A |
specially selected casket gang was provided to handle these caskets. |

At noon and at the ¢lose of each day, each block foresman
turned his burial slips over to the forgmnn of the unit, first
making a careful record of the interments in a record book furnished
for that purpese. These #lips were then given to the clerk in
charge of the Permanent Record Ledgers (an individual ledger was
kept for each eemeterial block), who checked them against the crosses
for possible errors. The data was then entered in the ledgers and
the slips delivered to the Records Office to provide data for
completing the Forms #114-A and #16-A.

¥hen the Forms #114-A and #16-A were completed, they were
delivered to the Reburial Officer for signature and then same were
forwarded to Teadquarters in Paris.

In spite of the faect that the work of exhumation was |
hindered from time to time, due to failure of contractors to furnish ,
required amount of labor, and the time lost in explaining to and the
breaking in of new labor, the operations in general wers satisfact-
orily and expeditiously completed, and on August 29th, 1922, there

were interred permansntly 13,927 bodies in thie Cemetory.




MEUSE-ARGONNE CEMETERY.

Cemetory looking toward village from near center axis, showing tractor

and scrapers at work removing minor irregularities and filling old

graves prior to staking for interments; alsc showing in the distance
interment operations under way.
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CHAPTER VI.

EVACUATION OF CEMETERIES.

In a section of the world where conditions were different
from those of our own, where superstitions eften governed the
actions of its people and traditions of the old world were in
direct comtact with those of the new, it was not always an easy
task to prevent friction with village authorities, yet in every
case where opposition to our work appeared, operations were dropped
until satisfactory arrangements could be established. Especially
was this true in the exhumation of bodies in certain sections of
Brittany. | it no stage of the operations, however, was any serious
or prolonged opposition met with.l

Befors the actual work of exhumation began in a particular
cemetery, nscessary local permits were secured. These bad to be
obtained from the mayor or scus-prefet, for opening the ground,
resoving the body, and for the routing of the trucks earrying
supplies and bodies between the ceme’ery und yencentration point.
The necessary pelice supervision had to be obtained frem the
communal autherities and what other arrangements were imperative to
avoid delaye and misunderstandings. Particular care was exerciszed
in all cases to fully inform the local departments exactly what
operations were to be perfommed in each cemetery and to gain their
approval in order that the work might proceed in compliance with
local regulations and ordinances.

The required permits having been obiained and arrangements

B -.



.

planned for proper transportation, the cemetery was prepared for
operations. The supplies and materials to be used in the sxhuma-
tisns were placed within the cemeteries and were properly protected
from the slements. The caskets, transportation, labor, materials
and toole were assembled at the scene of operations and a tent for
emergency shelter and temporary office.

The sites were screened with canvas on all sides so that
the operations ineident to the preparation of the remains could not
be viewed by the publie. Guards were placed prohibiting enirance
to all except those officially connected with the work.

Every precaution was taken to aveid demage to grounds and
property and in nc way disturb adjacent graves. 1t was constantly
brought to the notice of the employees ﬂmt the cemeteries werse
consecrated ground and no efferi was spared to avoid giving offence
4o the local authorities, to commitiees or 4o individuals. The
gareful and reverent handling of the remains was the duty of every
person connected with the operations and all officers connected with
the section were hald responsible that these instrustions were, at
all times, complied with. Traffic and speed regulations in the
cemeteries and towns were strictly enforced and svery precaution was
tsken to avoid display or public comment .

whatever difficulties were enoount ered with local or other
offisials were smoothed out satisfactorily to all parties through
the good offices of the French lission.

#ith the evacuation of the outlying cemeteries, caused by

the removal of bodies for shipment to nearest of kin in the United




MEUSE-ARGONNE CEMETERY.

Narrow Guage Train for transporting Bodies and Caskets
to and from Romagne Railhead.

e L I et

Shipping Cases (complets) for Meuse-Argonne Cemetery
stored in yard of Romagne Railhead.
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States, or elsewhere, and the {ransferring of the remaining bodies
to the permanant Fislds of Honor, the number of burial places werse
reduced from eight hundred and ten to eight. At the close of this
chapter appears the 1ist of the various cemeteries 80 avacuated,
the number of bodies removed, and the names of the permanent
cemetories into which bodies were transferred for final burial.

In addition to the evacustion of the outlying cemeteries
in Allied territory, the War Department had decided to exhume the
bodies of all American soldiers in Germany, lLuxesbourg, Poland and
Upper Silesia. The intention was to return to the United States
all bodies for which there had been made a request by the nearesi
of kin, and the remaining bodies were to be concentrated into the
permanent ceneteries in France. As these particular evacuation
operatiens brought this Service face to face with conditions some-
what unique, and entirely different from those experienced in France,
it is believed that the following is not only quite interesting, but
should be inoorporttod in this histoery.

REMOVAL OF AMER~ Correspondence had been taken up with

ICAR DEAD TFROM

GERMANY, POLAND, Berlin in July. 1920, with a view %o

LUAEMBOURG, AND

UPPER SILESIA. obtaining permission from ihe German
Government to-begin exhumations. In January, 1921, the Foreign
Office at Berlin gave permission to this Service to start operations
and to transport the bodies out of unoccupied Germany; also of fered
to furnish whatever information was in possession of the Central
Regords Office regarding casuaslties and the locations cf graves of
Mmeriecan soldlers.

In order to fully appreciate the technicalities, and the




ROMAGNE .

Temporary infimmary, built with scrap lumber, as a
necessary adjunct to field operaiions.
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enormous amount of detalled work neceesary in an undertaking of
that character, it might be interesting first to follew the
activities of the office of the Area of Germany in comnection
with the early preparations for the work in both cccupied and
unoccupied Cermany.

The functioning of thies Area began approximately on
Mareh 1, 1920, upon the assignment of Caplain Eugene . Dwyer,
Cavalry, who was on duty at the Headquarters of the Zone of Kid-
Europe in Cochem, Germany.

There had been located 44 cemeteries, contmining 1,250
fmerican military graves, in Germany, ten of these graves being
in the unoccupied territory. Communication was entered into
with the German Central Infomation bureau located in Serlin.

Giruﬁllr lottars, relative to the presence in their
respective communities of American graves, were sent out te the
ruling officials of every province in Germany. Finally, a total
of 68 cemeteries, with 1,341 imerican burials, were listed.

The Acting Director of Operations of the German Central
Information Bureau refused in July, 1920, to allow the disinterment
of American soldiers buried in the interior of Germany. These
operations had originally been planned for Septesmber, 1920, upon
the completion of the work in the osccupied area. Subsequent
negetiations, lasting until January, 1921, finally resulted in
obtaining the desired permission to eoperate in uncecupisd Gemany,
the axception in the case of the United States being made in view
of the facte that this Service was to assume all expenses and to

furnish ite own transportation and supplies.




MEUSE-ARGCNNE CEZETERY .

Temporary barracks erected in advance of cperations in order to

house perscnnel for interments, no other shelter being available

in the surrounding devastated region. Wash houses shown on thé
left.
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The Area Supservisor, during the period June 29%th and
July let, 192C, visited the Central Information Dureau and thres
other ¢ffices in Berlin eand, as a result, sixieen cemsteries,
hitherto unrecorded, were diseccvered. In these cemeteries were
the graves of 22 American dead.

Ths system under which each of those bureaus functioned
was most compraheasive, embracing three different depariments in
as many buildings. So far as possible a racord had been kept
thera of all American prisoners taken by the Uermans with the
ultimate digposiiion made of them. fhe German records were most
complete up to, approximutely, iarch, 1918, after which time,
owing to the German ratre&ts, & greast many of the German records
weroe lost, or were not so cecmplete &8 had been the case previously.

“he Americen Kilitary Sission for the Research of
kserican Prigsoners-of-%ar, under General Harries, had terminated
its work in Berlin, epproximately, ;n July, 1920, and had issued
2 very complete repori covering all prisoners taken by the Uermans,
together with a record, where peesible, of their ultimate disposi-
tion. |

#ith this report as a busis, the time from July, 1920,
to Jenuary, 1921, was spent in a careful attempt to locate all
fmeriesn prisoners-of-war whose disposition had not been stated.
In this the Service was muterially mssisted by the French Forces
of Occupation, and by the French Comnanding General at iayence,
wvho caused & search to be wmade in all communes in his territory

for the purpouse of finding out if there were any /merican dead
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interred therein. A letier aleo was addressed to the Quartermaster
Gensral of the Army, over the signature of the Chief of the imerican
G.R.5. embodying all names appearing in the "Final Report of the
imerican Military Mission on American Prisoners of War™, and whose
uvltimate disposition was not stated.

The reply received from the Quartermaster General tended
to clear up the majority ef these cases. The remainder, whose
disposition was unknown, formed the basis for the work in berlin.
Attention was devoted principally to clearing up the cases in
G?mnny. in order that all such bodies might be disinterred from
the unoccupied portion of Germany, through the then contemplated
field operations. Subsequently, ithe matter of missing /merican
soldiers and aviators in !‘m&a was taken up.

Completed 1ists of the burials of the dead of the allied
armies were turned over by the Germans to the Inter-Allied Armistice
Commission prior to that body's dissolution, and, subsequently, to
the French Mission at Berlin. Ey agreement at the conference,
extracts of these lists for the use of the various nationals
concerned, togesther with copies of plans of cemeteries, were to be
made by the French. 1t was the German uanderstanding thai these
extractis and plan-copies would be prepared by the Frenech, in Paris,
and transmitied by them to the other Allies interested. Informa-
tion was obtained, however, from the Sritish Imperial ¥ar Graves
Commission to the effect that approximately one-half of the liste
above referred to had been received by them without cemetery plans.

For thie reason, the British had installed an office of their own

}
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Tenporary kitchen used during operations.
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in the Cerman offices in Berlin and made their ocwn ebstraects from

the German lists. :
The imericen perscnnel, detailed for duty in Berlin,

immedietely commenced work on the cemetery directories for Jermany - |

this in vies of the pending exhumation operaticns. Assisting them

were two clerks who had been detailed by the Central Information

Bureau to work on American cases only.

iy The system of checking these lists was completed about

F
|
|
!
|
i
|
April 15, two weeks prior to the commencement of the field opera- ‘
tions in question. During the tenure of the office in berlin, a 1
1

total of 72 cases of imericans missing in France and Belgium, whose ]
disposition had previously been unknown, was cleared up. f
The completion of exhumation operations in occupled i

: i

Germany in September, 1920, left 13 cemeteries with & total of 25 !

burials yet to be exhuned. Subsequent research work by the two

clerks, assigned to this Service from the Jentral Information

Bureau, working in conjunction with our own personnel from January
1st to April 15th, completed the systematic checking of the liste :
for Germany, with the result thet by the latter date, twenty |
caneteries, conteining a total of thirty-three American burials,
were located and marked for the field operaticns, extending almost
the entire length and breadth of Germany, and into Poland and
Upper Silesia. -

Ihis preliminary research was necessary as a foreruaner
to the actual field operations. The work of carefully searching

the records of the German Central Information Bureau, at Berlin,
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for the names and grave locations of smerican soldiers who died
while prisoners of war in Gemmany, and who were subsequently
interred in unoccupied Gemmany, required exhaustive investigation.
Correspondence with the officials of every province in Gemany,
relative to the presence in their respective communities of
Mmerican graves, and negotiations with the German Govermment for
the purpose of securing permission to operate in the interior were
essential to the completion of a proper itinerary. Germany had,
prior to this time, been approached by other nations, notably
Rounanis, for like permission, but it had been refused, due to the
fact that the Roumanians counted upon German co-operation in the
matter of costs, of material, and of rail transportation. The
Germans pointed out that the condition of their railways would
permit of no such strain upon them as would be entailed by the
Roumanian operations, and that the time and conditions of the
country made the fulfillment of the Roumanian request impossible.
These objections, in the case of the ;imerican Government, were
overecme, largely in view of the fact that it should bear all
opersating expenses, furnish all its own maberial, and use solely
its own transportation, thereby entailing no strain on German
railroads.

In view of the advances of the American Governmeni, the
Germans granted the requisite permission, and this in spite of the
fect that the competent assemblies of the German Govermment had =

"declining point of view on the principles involved", as was stat ed

in a eircular letter sent out by the German Central Information
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Temporary dining room used during operations.
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Bureau to the mayors of the towns whiech the representatives of
this Service were to visit, and in which circular the local
dignitaries were umsked %0 exiend all courtesy and aseistance.

ihe stage being set, metaphorically speaking, for the
beginning of the field operations, Captain Dwyer, the Supervisor
of the airea of Germany, wae designaied as Commanding Cfficer of
Seetion 711 snd wae ordered to Paris to make preliminary arrange-
ments for this undertaking.

The two weeks, prior to the deperture of the Section
from Paris, were spent in supervieing the essembly of the trans-
portution unite and olher details, which ultimately worked tc the
succetsful.accamplishmsnt of the mission. Incidentally, it may
be stated that permission was secured from the Freneh Authorities
for the transportatibn through France of the bodies of those who
would be disinterred by the Section from their burial plaees in
Gormsny. Permissicn was likewise secured froam the Germans fcr
the free entry into uacecupied territory of caskets, gesoline
and supplies.

The schedule of operations, a8 outlined by Csptain Dwyer,
was approved by the Operations Division of ihis Service, and on
April 28th, 1921, two officers and a personnel of twenty-three men
left Faris for Strasbowrg, (Bes Rhin), with nine G.M.C. trucks and
one Caedillec touring omr. They arrived at their destination on
April 30th. A freight car, containing eighteen caskets, arrived

tho same day, and was unloaded by a military labor detail, furnished

by ihe Freach Cosmandant de la Place in Strasbourg. The Commandant
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extended every sourtesy in his pover tc the mericans, s couriessy
typical of thone Frenchmen in gommand im svery placs whers ths
party cmus in sontsct with them. The Section received so-operation.
of varicus kinds during its estey in Sirasbourg, such as parmission
to store its transporiation and supplies in the Buresu de la Plase,
f{ree of charge, beling furnished with hisavy transportation and labor
details, and a guard of honor for the bodies stored in the #ilisary
Caserns.

The first two cwmetories sxbumed wers Sesrbrucken, in the
French eccoupled territory, and Nisderbuel, in uncooupied Germany,
two bodies belng disinterred fras the first-named, and sight from

the latter. i

An interssting incident took place in Hiederbuel, in that i
the German lsborers, who had been tsntetively hired at from sight __
to ten marks per hour, refused te start digaing whan actual opera- {
tiens were about to commence unless they were paid $15.00 for sach
body brought to the surfese. The Sectlon Commander vas forced to

take two GM L. trucks end go to Rastatt, two kilemstoers distant,

where the local Burgemelister furnished him with the required laber
at 12 marks per hour, and a police escert. The police detail was
obliged to olear the ocemotery at Niederbuel of the malcontents who
bhad “struok™, and who itried to interfere with operations. The
work in this cemstory was, thgrutﬂlr, brought to a speedy and
suceassful econclunion.

On Eay 64h the “swing” around the soutbern portion ef
_Gnutny began. The Cadillac and aix GM L. trucks, bearing five

taskete, spars gasoline, and the major poriion of the personnsl,

lert for Villingen, the first peint of operutions, on the morning
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of May 6th. After the one body in Villingen had been exhumed,
the dstachment proceeded to Raithaslach, near Steckach, on the ‘
northern end of Lake Constance, where operations, consisting of ll

the disinterment of one body, were completed the next day. The [

movement to Lindau, on the northern end of Lake Constance, to

exhume one body, was then made. From Lindau, the detackhment

proceeded to Furstenfeldbruck, 30 kilometers from Hunieh', where

one body was exhumed; and from theace the movement to Stuttgart

was made. The Mayor of Stuttgart, through his representative,

made the party cordially velcome, and advised them that in view of
the assistance rendered the people of his eity by imerican walfare
organizations, and especially the Quaker Sogiety for Children's

aid, no charge for the ntintqnmc'o of the american grave, or the

opening thereof, would be made. Return from Stuttgart to Strasbourg
was made; and fifteen bodles were sent from the latter point to
antwerp, Belgiun, on day 13th.

The Sectien, with all transportation, proceeded to

Darmstadt on ¥sy l4th, where three bodies were disinterred on lay
17th, and one body from the cemetery in Hambush, Rheinland , which

is 60 kilometers from Coblens.

The transportation was thoroughly overhauled in Coblens

in dotor Commsnd No. 41, smerican Forces in Cemmany, preparatory to

the long trip which the Section was yet to make.
From Coblen:, the entire detachment moved to Leipzig on

May 23rd, the last of the trucks arriving there on the evening of

the next day. Two cemeteries were worked from this point; Eeckersback,
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pear Zwickau, and Halle on the Saasle River, two bodies end one body,
respectively, being disinterred. On May 28th, five trucks moved %o
Dresden, the five trucks in company wiih the Cadillac, started out
for Tuchel, Poland, via Posen and Bromberg, Poland, on kay 31st .

Due to transportation breakdowns, the trucks became
separated, but, in spite of many difficulties, operations in Tuchel
were completed on June 3rd and all traasportation was asseabled
finally in Berlin on June 7¢h. The exhumation labor in Tuchel wes
done by Russian prisoners, who had been captured by the Poles during
the last war between them and the Bolshevists. These prisoners
were drawn from the Tuchel camp - containing about 8,000 prisoners,
being the seme place of detenticn the Germmans had used during the
%orld War for the incarceration of Allied prisoners. Tuchel is
situated in what is knwn-u the "Dantsig Corrider”, formerly German
territory, but assigned to Poland by the terms of the Feace Ireaty.

The following day, afier the Section had been assembled in
Berlin, preparations werse made for the sxhumation to be made in
Hindenburg, Upper Silesia.

On June Sth, one truck bearing the casket for the intended
exhumation in Hindenburg, left for that point from Lelpsig, while
the Cadillac snd two other trucks, bearing operating personnel, tools
and gasoline, left for the same point from Berlin. Cperations in
Hindenburg were carried on from Oppeln and, with the assistance of
the French Military Authorities, were successfully completed on

June llth.

pPassage from Oppeln to Hindenburg meant the piercing of




Panoramie of
Yeuse-Argonne Cemetery.
October - 1922.




the Pollisk insurgent lines, and the soceplance of the risks
attondant upon the open siamie of gusrilla warfars whick then
szivied between the Pollsh insurgents and the German "CUrgeseh”.

The Freoch Autheritles furnished the Bectien with o
m'iliury sscori, and no uatoward incident took place. 1t had
been considersd sdvissble by the smerican liilitu.ry Observer in
Barlin to send & speogial snvoy-investigmtor inio the troubled
Plebiszeite Area in sadvanss eof the Bestieon, for the purpows of
mertd..niug and snticlpating suoh difficuliies as might confrent
it.

The invastigator arrenged Iof the rasepbios of the
Section with Genersl LQ Hond, the French Officer in cemmand in

Upper Sillesia, and it is due largely te¢ the co~cperation of thess

two agenaies that the eperaiions in Upper Silesis procesded without

epposition. The Section returned to Leipaig on June 13th.

On June 15th, the nesesssary transportation and personnel
moved from Leipsig to Langensalsa, Thuriagen, Cermany, one bedy
being exhuned, while the rest ¢f the transportation procseded
direstly to Cessell. The transportation group first mentioned
moved from langensalie to Gostiinges to disinter the remxains of
twe soldiers, and from there to Cessell, vhers the remsinder of
the transportation awaited them.

The Sestion sxhuned one body in Niederswehrs, near
Cassell, on Juns 17th, and left for tha aext point of operation,

Mepchedo, the same day, contizuing on to Cologns, from whiech olby

a shipment of thirteen bodies wsa made on Juze 30th to Ankwerp.

!
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All transpertation moved fram Cologne to Coblens the ssme day, and
the trucks werse {mmedistely put into ithe repair shops to underge the
extensive repairs necessitated by their strenucus traveling. The
repairs having been completed, seven of the trucks left Cobleni for
Paris on June 27th, arriving on June 30th, leaving in Coblens two
trusks, the Cadillac, gnd the perscnnel necessary for the operation
in Yorms, Germaay .

The exhumation in ¥orms, Hoghheim, Germsny, will undoubted-
1y stand in the annale of imerican Graves Registration Service history
as one of the most diffiqult ever attempted and brougnht o a success-
ful sonclusion.

One imerican was known to be jnterred at #ems in & nass
grave containing the bodies of 137 other soldiers - Russians,
Rounsnians, Freach, italians and EZnglish - 81l of whom died as
prisoners of the Germans .

The locating of the /merican was simplicity itself
compared with the difficulties which were encountered in securing
permission from the various governments for the opening of the grave.
After lengthy negotiations, extending over many months, permission
finally was secured from all governments interested except the
British, but, due to the offorts of the imerican Graves Registration
Service officials in lLonden, sanction was obtained and the opposi-
tion of the British Imperial ¥ar Graves Commission was withdrawn
under condition that thelr reprosentative be present at the time
of the opening of the grave.

Consent was gladly given to this proviso, and actual
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operations began on the day after the arrival of the Eritish
representative in Worms on July 7th. The Section Commander,

desiring to eliminate every chance of error, requested that an

American medical officer be present at the disinterments to pass
upon the anatomical structures of the corpses of ithe various
nationals brought to the surface. In ¢consequence iajor Matthew
A. Reasoner, Medical Corps, of the imerican Forces in Cermany, Was
detailed from Ceblens, for duty with the Section while the exhunation
was proceeding at Worms.

A chart of the mass grave had been obtained, and, using
this in conjunction with the records of the local cesmetery direastory,
the approximate logation of the body of the Aserican was determined.

It was necessary o disinter thirty-three bodies before that
of the imerican was found. Nothing was known of the appearance of
the deceased imerican other than that he had a full set of teeth,
but the two smerican Army jdentification tags found upon him
established his identity beyond the poseibility of & doubt .

This most difficult exhumation, having been ccmpleted, the
thirty-two bodies, disinterred prior to that of the jmerican, were
reinterred in individual graves, at the expense of the German
Govermment , and the bedy of the imerican shipped to Coblens, wvhere
it was placed in the morgue on orders emanating from Parie Head-
quarters.

The remainder of Seetion {11 then returned to Coblenz and
procesded thence to Paris, arriving, after a series of minor
transportation difficulties, on July 19th, having completed the

exhumat ions scheduled.




Too much emphasis could not be laid on the epirit of
willingness shewn by &ll nationals, especially the French, during
these operations. The French Authorities, in the French ogcupied
territory, and in Upper Silesia, afforded militery and eivil
protection, expedited the passage of the smerican convoy, gave full
military honors to the dead and ireated the Section with every
possible courtesy.

The Germans regarded with awe and wonderment the swift
passage and efficient operations of the /merican Section. Whatever
may have been the inner thoughts of the Germans, toward their fommer
enemies, they displayed no animosity, only a powerful and at times,
morbid curiosity to know who and what ihey were, whence they had
come, what they were doing, where they were going, etec.

In the matter of rail transpertation, the German Jovernment
made one congession, in that it pemmitted the use of a freight car to
transport gasoline and supplies, another to transport caskets from
Coblenz to Leipzig, and a third for the movement of gasoline drums
from Leipzig to Coblens.

The epproximate distance covered by the Section in the 62
daye of absence fram FParis, exclusive of ¥orms, was 3,850 miles, and
the average cost of each exhumation was $41.81. The total cost of
operstions of Sectien j11, including the value of gascline and oil
furnished by the Qunrtc%aastur Corps, but exclusive of the rail
charges for the transpoertation of a freight-car of empty bidons

from Leipzig to Coblenz, and of the shipment of caskets from and to

Amtwerp, was §11,646.97.

e
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EVACUATION
OF
CERMETERIES .

=8 |

The following will show the various

cemetories evacuated, number of bodies

removed for soncentration and repatriation, and permanent cemeteries

oma

CEMETERY NAME.

French Military.
American.
French Military.
‘French kMilitary.
French Military.
imerican Plot,
French ¥ilitary.
French Eilitary.

French Communal .
French Military “E".
Fremch Military.
French Military.

American.
French Military.
Mobiles Xilitary.

Hassenheide Military.
French Civilian.
French Military.

French Military.
Mmerican.

imerican.
American.
¥rench Communal .
Frenech Military.
French Military.
Prisoner of War.

Frénch Military.

into which concentrations were made: -

o MEUSE-ARGONNE AMERICAN CEMETERY #1232.

sous-Mont fauson, keuse, France).

COMMUNE .

Mmblaincourt .
Angesont .
Angerviller.
Auve .
Bascarat .

Badonviller.
bBallersdorf,
Badricourt .
ban-de-laveline.
Ban-de-Laveline.
Bar-le-Dusc.
Bathelemoni-les~
Bausemont .
Basoilles-sur-
Meuse.
Bazollles-sur-
euso.

Belfort.

Berlin.
Bartrichamps.
Bessoncourt .

Bonnet .
Bourbonne-les-
Bains.
Bourmont .
Brizeaux.
Bruyeres .
Bussang.
Bussy-le-Chateau.
Cassel-
Niederswehren.
Celles-sur-
Flaine.

DEPART-
MENT .

keuse.
Meuse .
[ A
darne .
o-oti-H.

= v-“-“ -
Alsace.

Yosges.
Yosges .
Meuse .

M.-ot-M.

Vomges.
Vosges.

Ter-de-
Balfoﬂ .
Germany .
iheo-0t=M.
Ter-de-
Belfort.
Heuss.

Hte-darne.

Hte-narne.

ideuse .
Vosges .
Yosges.
karne.

Westphalia,

Germany .
Yosges .

NUMBER OF BODIES.

Concen- Repatria-
trated. ted.
23 41
35 57
1 4
24 a3
47 78
5 7
5 10
3 7
4 5
29 36
& 8
231 461
25 37
19 20
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 -
44 108
6 10
83 154
10 22
9 6
3 6
1 -
1 1




CEMETERY NAKE.

French Military.
Dauvcourt imeriecan.
French Communal .

merican.

French Civilian.
French Communal.
French Military.
Aunerican.

French Civilian.

American.
French Civilian.
French Communal .

Freanech Military.
Civilian.

Freneh dilitary.
Frenech Civilien.
Prisoner-cf-%¥ar.

French Civilian,
American Plot.
French Kilitary,
American Plot .
French Communal .

French Communal .
Ameriecan.

French & American
Kilitary.
Invaliden.

American.
French kilitary.
French Communal .

Frenech Military.
American.

Frenecr Civilian.
American.

French kilitary.
Gertrauden.

local.
American.
Anerican.
French Civilian.

MENT .
Chalons-sur-iarne Earne.
Chatrices. Karne.
Chaux. Ter-de-
Belfort.
Chavannes-les- Ter-de-
Grands . Belfort.
Ciroy-sur-Vs;uu:l.u.-st-k.
Coinches. Vesges.
Colmar. Alsace.
Contrexsville. Vosges.
Coureell es-sur-  Heuse.
Adre.
Croismare. i o~at-d.
Damelevieres. M.-eb-id.
Dampierre-sur- lite~-Saocne.
Salon.
Dannemarie. Alsace.
Darastadt . Germany -
Denipaire. Vosges.
Domjevin. M.~ct-M.
Eckersbash- Germany .
Zwickau .
Eglaron. Ht e-karne.
Epinal . Vosges .
Fontaine. Ter-de-
Belfort .
Fraize. Vosges.
Frapelle. Vosges .
Froidos. Meuse.
Furstenfeld- Germany .
Bruek .
Calacourt . M.-et-M.
Gerardmer . Vosges.
Girmmagny . Ter-de-
Eelfort.
Golbey . Vosges.
Gondrecourt . Meuse .
Jondrecourt . deuss.
Guewenheim . Alsace.
Hagenbach . Alsace.
Halle-suf-der- Germany .
Sarle.
Hsmbueh. Germany .
Herieourt . Ht e-Saone.
Hericourt . Hte-5a0ne.
Hurbache. Vosjges.

NUMBER OF BODIES.

Concen-
trated.

T
70
1

16

-3
WO

SR~

O SR

113

Repatria-
ted.

14
126

27

I NN O

11

1 owni

225

2

12

93

26

19

264
65




CRMETERY NAME.

French Civilian.
French Military.
Frenoch Civilian.
French Civilian.
French dilitary.

French Military.
French Military.

American.
French Communal .

French military.
French Military.
Sedan American.

smerican.

German Civilian.
Linthal.

Frensh Civilian.
French MWilitary.
French Communal .
French Civilian.
French Military.
French kilitary.
French dilitary.
French lilitary.
French Military.

French Military "B".

French Militery "A".

Freneh Civilian.
Balthazar French.
French Military
at La Chapelle.
American. ?
American plot,
Village Cemetery .
French iilitary.
French Comamunal.
Frendh Communal,
Anerican Section.
Frenech Civilian.
Freneh Civilian,
German Section.
Frenoh kilitary.
5t . Benoit .
American.

French Military.

- 49 =

cw“ul -

Julvecourt.
Kruth.

la Baffe.

La Bourgonce.
La Chapelle.

La Cheppe.

la Croix-aux-
lines.

La Fauthe.
lLa Ferte-sur-
Amance .

La Veuve.
Lessoux.
Letanne.

Le Valdahon.
Lindau.
Linthal.
Lisle-en-Rigault .
Luneville.
Eassevaux.
dehoncourt .
Mertzen.
Kittlach.
dontigny.
Mont-sur-Meurthe.
Moosch.
Morvillars.

Morvillars.

Moyen.
Moyenmoutier.

Koyemmout ier.
Neufchateau.

Niederbuele.
Osches .
Pexonne.

Plainfaing.
Pouxeux .
Provencheres-
sur-Fave.
Rambervillers.
Rambluzin.
Rampont .

Reon 1'Stape.

DEPART- NUMBER OF BODIES.

MENT . Concen-
trated.

Meuse. 6
Hie-Alsace. 12
Yosges . 1
Vosges. 2
Ter-de- 3
Belfort.

sarne. 4]
Vosges. 1
Hite-karne. 3
Hte-Marne. 1
Marne. 13
Vosges. 4
Ardennes . 307
Doubs . 67
Germany . 1
Alsace. 14
ieuse. 1
B.-ot-M. 2
Hte-Alsace. 2
E.-et-M. 1
Alsace. 3
Alsase. 9
M.o-ot-K. 9
“I-’t-l. 1
Alsace. 3
Ter-de- 4
Belfort.

Ter-de- 1
belfort .

M.~et-H. 4
Yosges . 3
Voeges. >
Yosges . 70
Germany . 2
Meuse. 15
K.-ot-i. 12
Vosges. 4
Vosges. 1l
Yosges. 1l
Vosges . 2
Keuse. 2
Meuse . 30
Yosges. 21

Repatria-
$ed.

12
24

5
10

v

100

25
25
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CEMETERY NAME.

French Communal .
French Military.
French Communal .
French Kilitary.
American.

French dilitary.
Ehrenfriedhof.
French ¥ilitary.
Frenech Communal.

French Communal .
German Cemstery,
La Parriee.
French Military.
American.

French Military.
French Military
at Xargotte Famm.
French Military.
Frénch Kilitary.
American.

American.

French Civilian.
French Military.
French Communal .
French Civilian.
French Military.
French wilitary.
Communal .

French Kilitary.

Mmerican Cemetery,
Le Crange-aux-Bois.

French Kilitary.
French Civilian.
Comaunal .
Kronsnbourgers.
Fronech Civilian.
French Military.
French Xilitary.
French Civilian.
American.

French Communal .
Glorieux Freneh.
French Military.
Churchyard .
Ameriean.

S 7

COMMUNE .

Raon-sur-Plaine.
Recigourt .
Remiremont .
Revigny.
Revigny.
Romagny .
Saarbrucken.
Sarreburg-
Saulxures-sur-
Mosslotte.
Schlestadt .

Schusterberg.
Senoncourt .
Senoncourt .
Senones.

Senones .

Somme Tourbe.
Soppe-le-Bas.
Souhesmes-la-~
Grande .
Souilly.
Soulancourt .
Spincourt .

St . Amarin.
8t . Die.

8t . Dizier.
St . Jean d'Ormont
St . Leger.

St . Marie-sux-
Mines.

St . Menehould.
5t . Menshould.
S5t . Thiebault.
Stossewihr.

St rasboury.
Sultzern.
Sultzéra.
Traubash- le-Haut .
Vacqueville.
Vaubecourt .
Velaines.
Verdun-sur-keuse .
Ville.
Villiers-en-Lieu.
Vitrey.

DEPART- NUMBER OF BODIES.
MERT . Concen- Repatria-
trated. ted.
Vosges. 2 1
Mouse. 1 1
Vosges. 7 5
Meuse . 20 33
Keuse. 25 B4
Alsace. 7 12
Germany . 1 1
Lorraine. 3 -
Yosges. 1 1
Alsace. 1 -
Vosges. 2 -
Heuse . 12 24
Meuse. 104 233
Vooges. 1 4
Vosges. 1 4
Marne. 1l -
Alsace . 4 4
lisuse. 54 114
Msuse. 198 392
Hte-arne. 2 2
Mouse . 1 1
Hte-Alsace . 3 &
Vosges. 24 41
Hte-karns. 26 39
.Vosges . 1 2
Belgium. 2 -
Alsaoce. 1 -
Marne. 85 112
Marne. 1 -
Hte-iinrne. 3 6
Alsace. 3 2
Alsace. 2 4
Alsace. 2 -
Alsace. 1l 1
Algace. 16 41
K .—-ot-M. 1 11
Meuse. 96 173
deuse. 1 -~
lieuse. 175 328
Alsace . 2 -
Hte-Marne. 5 § -
Hte-Saone. 6 6
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CEMETERY NAME. COMMUNE . DEP AR - NUMBER OF BODIES.
MENT . Congen- Repatria-
trated. 3
French Military. Vitry-le-Francois Marne. 6 8
French Civilian. Vittel. Vosges. 1 175
fmerican . Vittel. Vosges . 101 10
La Claquette German. Yorbruek . Basse 1 -
Alsace.
TOTALS . 149 Cemestories. 2,885 5,447
From Meuse-Argonns Cemetery. 10,962 10,767
ilew Locations, (Unrecorded Burials). 91
AGGREGATE . 13,938 16,214

ST. MIHIEL AMERICAN CEMETERY f1233.

French Civilian. Alise-Ste-Reine. Cote d'Or. 1l -
American. Allerey « S.-at-L. 122 323
French Civilian. Angy~-le-Franc. Yonnas. 3 2
imerican. Ancy-le-Frane . Yonne. 1ic a7
french Civilisn. Aro-en-Barrois. Hte-larne.  § 2
Frensh Military. Areis-sur-Aube. Aube. 2 1
French Civilian. arthonnay . Yonne . 1 -
Frenech Civilian. Auxerre. Yonne . 2 13
Frenseh Civilian. Averd . Cher . 1 2
American. Barisey-au-Plain. M.-ot-M. -} 23
Frenech Civilian. Bar-sur-Aube . Aube . a0 80
imerican. Beaune. Cote 4'0r. 59 173
French Military. Beaune . Cote d4'0Or. 2 -
French Civilian. Bourges. Cher. 8 20
Freneh Civilian. Bricon. Hte-karne- | -
French Civilian. Brienne-le- Aube . 2 6
Chat eau .
Church Cemetery. Charenton-sur- Cher. 3 12
Cher .
French Cametery. Chet eauneuf-sur- Cher. 3 10
Cher.
hmerican. Chat eauroux . Indre. 70 112
Mmerican. Cheteauvillain. Hie-Marne. 23 37
5t . Thiebaulti . Chatillon-sur- Cote d'Or. L 13
Seine.
Muericen. Chat illon-sur- Cote d'0r. 27 46
Seine.

gThiauuourt, uaurthe-at-hnsollo, France) .
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CEMETERY NAME.

Aperican.
French Military.
French Communal .
Freneh Civilian.
Frensh ilitary.
Ameriocan.

French Civilian.
Freneh Civilian.
French Civiliuzn.
French Civilian
“Des Pejoces”.
French Civilian.
French Communal.
rrench Civilian.
American.
American.
Ameriecan.
American.
American.
American.
French Wilitary.
French Communal .
American.
Franch Civilian.
French ilitary.
Ameriean.

French silitary.
Chureh.

Freneh Communal.
fmerican.

Freneh Civilian,
"Du Sud”.

French Military.

French kuaiecipal.
Anerican.
bmerican.
French Communal .

Freneh Copmunal.
Freneh Civilian.

¥Freneh Civilian.
Franoh Munieipal.
American.
Amarican.

French Civilian.

Chaumont .
Chaumont .
Chevillon.
Clameey.
Commercy .
Cosne.
Couvignon.
Cravant .
Crepey -

Dijon.

Favieres.
Fontaine.
Garchizy.
Grossouvrs .
Issoudun.
Ig-sur-Tille.
Laignes.
langres.
Langres.
“ailly-le-Camp.
iehun-s-Yovre.
iienil-la-Tour.
Eertrud.
kesgrigny .
kesves.

Mets .

Kolesme.
¥ontigny-le-Roi.
Wontigny-le-Kol.

Nancy .
Neuville-les~
Vaucouleurs.
Havers.
Navers.

Crval .
Fagny-la-Cote-
Blanche.
Fassy.
Pierre-la-
Trieshe.
Fontigny -
Pougues-les-Saux.
Prauthoy .
Recey-s~Ource -
Recey-s-Ource.

DEPART-
MENT .

Yte-Rarne.
Ete-iarne.
Hte-darne.
Niewre.
Louse.
Rievre.
Aube.
fonna.

M .-05-M.

Cote d'0Or.
M.-ot-M.
Aub® .
Hisvre.
Cher.
Indre.
Cete d'Or.
Cote d'0r.
Hte-AMarne.
Ete-Earmne .
Aub@.
Cher.

i -at-d.
Hte-Marne.
Aub®.
Nisvre.
Lorraine.
Cote 4'Cr.
lHte-Earne.
Lite=uarne.

M o Ut-ﬁ .
kiguse .

Nievre.
Hievre.
Cher .

Keuse .

Yonna.
u.-o‘t-u.

Yonna.
Hiavre.
Hie-darne.
Cote d'Cr.
Cote d4'0Or.

NUMBER OF BODIES.

Concen- Repatria-
4rated. ted.
177 362
12 7
i ="
1l 8
53 157
7 25
1 &
2 7
1 -
136 234
1 %
1 -
1 -
4 15
47 122
79 148
15 49
51 110
85 188
42 73
25 63
64 163
1 “
1 2
206 452
1 4
1 -
1 7
14 36
6
1 -
37 83
143 337
B 16
1 1
1 2
1l -
3 11
1 -
a7 79
14 30
3 2
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at Bony, (Aisne).
Preliminary Plan for Grounds.

Somme /merican Cemetery
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CEMETERY NAME. CUMMUNE . DEP ART - NUMBER OF BODIES.
MENT . Concen- Repatria-
trated. ted.
French Civilian. Rennepont . Hte-Marne. 88 -
American. Rolampont . Hte-darne. 28 43
French Civilian. Saulxures-les- M.-ob-id. 1l -
Yannes .
American. Semur. Cote d'Or. 2l 8l
American. Rimaucourt . Hte-iarne. 88 246
French Civilian. Semur . Cote 4'Or. 8 10
French Civilian. Sens-s-Yonne. Yonne. 1l 3
American Section, 5t . smand-
Freneh Cemetery. Montrond. Cher . -] 9
French Military. St . Andre. Aube . 1 -
French Civilian. 8t . Florentin. Yonne. 4 4
American. 5t . Florent-s- Cher. o by 83
Cher.
hmerican. Tonnerre. Yonne . 13 32
Maerican Plot,
8t . Pierre Cemetery. Tonnerrs. Yonne . 3 12
Ameriecan. Toul . K.—-ot-d. 411 870
French Civilian. Treveray. Meuse. 1 4
French Kilitary. Troyes . Aube . 12 23
French Civilian. yaux-la-Petite. leuse. 2 -
French Civilian. Vergigny . Yonne. 2 3
American. Yerneuil . Nievre. 9 22
Freneh Civilian. Verpillieres. Aube. ;) -
Ameriecan. Vignot . ideuse. 25 37
French Civilian. Vignot . Meuse. 2 8
TOTALS. 86 Cemetaries. 2,421 5,213
From Thiaucourt Cemetery. 1,805 2,601
New Locations, (Unrecorded Burials). 5 -
AGGRECATE . 4,231 7,814

M [
i

SOMME AMERICAN CEMKETERY #636 .
Ben Aisne, France).

French Communal . Abbeville. Somms .
Asylum. imiens. Scmme .
French Civilian. Beauvais. Oise.

French National. Beauvraignes. Somme -

Communal , British
Military Ext. Blargles. Oise.

10
28
17

13
89
39

——————— R S —




CEMETERY NAME .

e ————

Freach Communal .
Mmerican.
Boulogne Eastern.

Crouy British.

Queens British Mil.

British #ilitary.
Crucifix Corner,
British Eilitary.
French Military.
Freneh kilitary.

French Kilitary.

Communal .

British Military.
British Communal.
French Communal.
British Kilitary.
British Military.

Churchyard .
Freanch Communal.
Chateau.

French Communal .
British Plot,
French Communal .

st . iarie French

unicipal Cemetery.
ut . Huon Cemetery.

Communal South.
Souvenir British.

Military Extension,

Freneh Communal .

Martinsart British.

British military.

Croix Rouge British.

British ¥ilitary.

8t ., Sever Cemetery.

British Cemetery.

British Military.
British Military.
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CCukUNE.

Bois Guillaume.
Bonvillers.
boulogne-sur-
ker.

pourdon.
Bucquoy -

Busigny .

Cachy -
Cempuis.
Courcelles-
Epayelles.
Crevecoeur-le-
Grand .
Dernancourt .
Doingt .
Doullens.
Dunkerqgue .
fsquelbecq-
Btaples.

Ttretat .
Glageon.
Gommecourt -

Hautmont .

Lebucquiere.

Le Havre.

Le Treport.
Lille.
Longuenesse .

Maubeuge .
Moesnil-
Martinsart.
Queant .
Quaedypre.
Roisel.
Rouen.
Sangatte.

St . Riquier.
St . Souplet.

DEPART -~ NUEBER OF BODLES.
#ENT. Conces- Repatria-
trated. ted.

Seine Inf. 5 2
Gise . 106 201
Pas-de- 1 1
Calais.

Somme . 4 12
Pas-de~ 1 -
Calais.

Nerd . 22 50
Somme . 9 8
Oise. 11 22
Oise. 1 -
Oise. & 12
Sommse - ;4 5
Somme . 34 8l
Somme . 1 1
Nord . 8 9
Nord . 1l 29
Pas~-do- 20 39
Calais.

Seine Inf. 2 19
Hord. 4 -
Pas-de- 1 1l
Calais.

Nord. 4 4
Pas-de- 1 -
Calais.

geine Inf. 51 107
Seine Inf. 9 37
Nord. 1 2
Pas-de- 9 19
Calais.

Nord. 2

Somme . 1
FPas-de-Calais. 3 -
Neord . 3 22
Somm® . 33 55
Seine Inf. 116 200
FPas-de-~ 10 18
Calais.

Somme . 3 5
Nord. 132 237
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Cise-Alsne American Cemstery
at Seringes-et-Nesles.
Revised Preliminary Plan for Grounds.
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CEMETERY HAME . COMMUNE . DEPART- NUMBER OF BCDIES.
HENT . Concen- Repatris-
trated. ted.
British uilitary. Tinecourt-Bously. Semme. 45 113
Mmerican. Vaux-sur-Somme. Somme . 71 153
5t . imile British. Villers-Fauecon. Somme . 52 55
Sauleourt British. yillers-Faucon. Somme . 1 =
kmerican. Villers-~ Somme . 249 295
Tournelle.
Terlinscthun British. Wimille. Pas-de- 23 65
Calais.

TOTALS . 45 Cemeteries. 1,122 2,016
From Bony Cemetery. 702 1,112
New Locations, (Unrecorded Burials). 6

AGGREGATE . 1,830 3,128

e

OISE-AISNE AMERICAN CRMETERY #608 .

¥
hmerican. Angers . M.-et-L.
French Communal. Argentan . QOrne .
French Civilian. Eelleme. Orne.
Municipal . Blois. L.-et-C.
Kerfautras. Brest . Finistere.
French Civilian. Caen. Calvados®.
French Communal . Ceton. Orne .
German Military &

Freneh Civilian. Chambry - Adsne.
French Kilitary. Chantilly. Oise.
French lLocal. Cour~Cheverny . L.-et=-C.
British Cemetery. Deauville. Calvados.
American. Fismes . ¥arne.
French Munieipal. Gievres. L.-at=C.
Ameriecan. Gievres. L.-et-C.
French Military. Guignicourt. Algne.
American. Juvigny . idsne.
American. Lsmbesellec. inipters.
¥rench Civilian. Laon. Aisne.
French Communal . laval . Keyenne.
Grand City. Le Mans. Sarthe.
American. Le Relec¢qg-Xerhcun.Finictere.

156
494

222
65




ALSNE-MARNE AMERICAN CEMETERY

at Belleau %ood.
Revised Preliminary Plan for Grounds .
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CEMETERY NAME. COMMUNE . DEPART-~ NUMBER OF BODIES.
MENT . Concen- Repatria-
trated. ted.
French Communal . Le Ribay. Hayenne. 1l -
French Communal . Mayenne. liayenne. 6 4
American. deucon. Horbihan. 32 67
Logal, (smer. Flot). Kontrichard. L.-st-C. 4 3
American. Nantes. Loire Inf. 80 237
French Civilian. Nogent-le-Rotrou. EBure-et-loir. 1 -
American. Noyers. L.-et-C. 150 404
American. Ploisy. Alsne. 1,020 949
French Civilian. Quiberon. lorbihan . 2 3
American. Romorantin. L.-et-C. 19 4l
American. Savenay. Loire Inf. 120 274
Loocal, (imer. Plot). Selles-sur-Cher. L.-et-C. 2 4
Freneh Munigipal. St. Aignan. L.-et-C. 14 13
American. 8t . Malo-~de- Morbihan. 44 185
Beignon.
American. 5t . Nazaire. Loire Inf. 349 833
Local Civilian. Tourlaville. lanche. 13 29
American. Tours . indre-et- 103 169
Loire.
TOTALS. 38 Cemetories. 4,206 7,415
From Seringes-et-Nesles Cemetery. 1,824 2,045
New Locations, (Unrecorded Buriale). 41 -
AGGREGATE. 6,071 9,460
e T T I T S = ———1
AISNE-MARNE AMERICAN CEMETERY #1764.
(Belleau, Aisne, France).
French, (Amer. Sect.) Aix-les-Bains. Savoie. 19 39
French Civilian. Bezu~-le-Guery. Aisne . 15 37
French Civilian. Chamonix. lite-Savoie. 2 1
French Military. Chat eau-Thierry. Aisne. 517 72
Mmerican. Chatelguyon . Puy-de-Dome. 18 39
hmerican. Clemont-Ferrand . Puy-de-Dome. 89 175
Catholiec Civilian. Condamine. Ain. : § 1
Pontmoulin French. Coulommiers. Seine-et- 6 7
Marne.
French Military. Creil. Oise. 4 2
French ilitary. Crepy-en-Valois. Oise. 19 26
French Civilian. Crezanay. aslsne. 18 30
French Kilitary. Glaignes. Oise. 1 -
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SURESNES AMERICAN CEMETERY.

Revised Preliminary Plan for Grounds.
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CKMETERY MNAME. COMEUNE . DEPART~ R 4] DIES .
MENT . Congen- Repstria-
trated. ted.
5t . Roch Cemetery. Grenoble. Isere. 5 3
Chatsau-FPereuse . Jouarre. S.-et-M. B8 10
jmerican. Jouy-sur-dorin. S.-st-id. 16 41
American. Juilly . 5.0t~k 53 96
French Military. la Ferte-sous- S.-et-i. 105 209
Jousrre.
French Civiliaa. Lyen. Rhone. 13 22
Saint Brice. lason. S.-et-L. 1 -
French Civilian. Heaux. S.-et-ki. 10 27
Frensh Civilian. dery-sur-iarns. S.-et-i. 2 -
Muerican. Mouroux. 8.-eb-id. 67 138
French silitary. Nangis. 6.-gt-H. 1 -
French #ilitary. Ognon . Oise. -] 15
Freneh Civilian. Pierrefonds-les- Oise. 47 80
Bains.

French Military. Senlis. Oise. 3 6
French Military. Sery-kagneval . Clse. 26 63
French Civilian. Sezanne. kKarne. 2 -]
hmerican. Yichy-les-Bains. Alller. 64 132

TOTALS. 29 Cemeteries. 680 1,276
From Belleau Woods Cemetery. 1,496 1,316
New Locatione, (Unrecorded Burials) . 44 -

AGGREGATE . 2,220 2,592

French Civilian.
French kilitary.

French Civilian.
French Civilian.
ﬁt N L.nﬂ Freneh .
Freneh Civilian.

Village.
Freneuse .

French Communal .
French Communal .

Freneh Loecal.

SURESNES AMERICAN CEMETERY #34.
{Suresnes, Parig,k Seine, Frange) -

Angoulemne.
Asnieres-sur-
Cise.
Avignon.
sagneux.
Bayonns.

Beausont - sur-
Cise.

Bisrd.
Bonniers-sur-
Seine.
Bourron.
BErou-sure
Chantereine.
Cannes.

Charents. 14
B.=08t-C., 3
Yaucluse. 1
Seine . ) §
iaseon |
Fyrenees.

50"““00 1
Vieans. 3
sc*“‘ot 10
Sl"'“"‘- 1
S.-et-M. 1

Alpes kar. 3




GEMETERY NAME .

French Kilitary.
American.

French Communal .
French Civilian.
French Municipal.
French Civilian.
Jewish.

Camp Sento.
French Civilian.
French Civilian.
French Civilian.
Labouheyre .
French Civilian.
French Civilian.
American .
Military Section,
French Civilian.
5t . Eloi.
American .

French Senegalese.
French .
Mmerican .

Frenech Civilian.
American.

French Communal.
Freneh Communal .

American.

American.
French Communal .

Trebuquet .

American.
French Civilian.

French Communal.
Caucade French
Civilian.

St . Baudile French.

Nouveau French.
Vaugirard .
French Civilian.
American.
Pierre love.
Protestant .
Anerican.

Cannes-Ecluse.
Carbon Blanc.

Chelles.
Eaux-Bonnes .
Evreux .

Fontainebleau.
Fonteinebleau.

Genoa.
Gien.
Hyeres.
Ivry.
Labouheyre .

La Bourboule.

Lacanau.
Lg Courtine.

Laigle.

La Rochelle.
Le Courneau.
Le Courneau.

Le iont Dore.

Libourne.
Lieusaint .
Limoges .
Lucon.
darseille.

iarseille.

dartignas.
Menssterol-
Montignac.
denton.

Merignae .
diremas.

Kont ereau.
Nice.

Nimes .
Orleans.
Paris.
Pauillac.
Perigueux.
Poitiers.
Pons .

Pont eux-les-

Forges.

DEPART- NUMBER OF BODIKS.
MENT . Congen- Repatria
trated. ted.
S .-et-M. 2 3
Gironde. 67 135
S.-et-M. 1l 2
Basses Pyr. 2 -
Rure. 3 3
S.-ot-K. 1 4
S.—et-K . 1 =
Italy.- 17 59
Loiret . 3 1
Yar. 4 8
Seine. 5 ¢ =
Landes . 1l -
Puy-de-Dome . 2 6
Gironde. 2 (]
Creuss. 27 57
Urne. 1 1
Charente Inf. 41 86
Gironde. 21 66
Gironde. 1 -
Puy-de-Dome . 5 7
Gironde. 49 117
S .~at=-i. 1 -
Hte-Yienne. 73 161
Vendso . 1 -
Bouches~du- 25 25
Rhone .
Bouches-du- 26 37
Rhone.
Gironde. 30 122
Dordogne . 48 137
Alpes 4 -
Maritimes.
Gironde . 89 217
Bouches-du- 4 5
Rhone .
S.-gt-b. 3 5
Alpes 8 23
maritimes.
Gard . 2 2
Loiret . 32 68
Seine. 2 3
Gironde. 15 48
Dordogne. 30 110
Vienne. 6 16
Charente Inf. 4 13
Landes. 2 6




at Waereghem, Gelgium.
Revised Preliminary Plan for Grounds.

Flanders Field /merican Cemetery




CEMETERY NAME . COMMUNE . DEPART- NUMBER OF BODIES.
MENT . Concen- Repatria-
trated. ted.
Nouveau Neuilly. Put eaux. Seine . 2 2
Civilian. Ris Orangis. Seine-et- 1 -
Dise.
Cemstery de la Karine .Rochefort-sur-ier.Charente Inf. 4 4
Freanch Civilian. Rosny-sous-Bois. Seine. 1 -
French Civilian. Rouffiac . Charente Inf. 1 -
French Civilian. Samois-sur-Seine. S.-et-M. 1 2
French Civilian. Saumur. k.-gt-L. 8 8
French 4ilitary. Savonniere- Moeuse. 1 1
devant-Bar.
French Civilian. 8t . Germain-du- Dordogne. 1 5
Salembre.
French dilitary. St. Jean de Monts.Vendee. 7 21
French Civillan. St . Louis de Gironde . 1l -
dontferrand.
French Civilian, St . Haixent . Deux Sevres. 2 2
French Civilian. St. frojan-les- Charente Int. 3 T
Bains.
American. St . Maixent. Gironde. 3 17
American. Talence. Gironde. 176 387
St . Genes Frensh. Talence. Gironde. 35 72
French Civilian. Thouars. Deux-Sevres. 2 1
Hospital Cemetery,
5t . Mandner . Toulon. Yar. 1l -
French Civilian. Toulouse . Ht e-Garonne. 2 4
Frengh Civilian. Vals-lea-Bains. Ardeche . 1 5
Gonards . Yersailles. 8.-et-0. 2 1
French Communal. Voves. E.-et-L. 1 1
TOTALS . 74 Cemoteries. 950 2,144
From Suresnes Cemetery. 539 486
New Locations, (Unresorded Burials). 8 -
AGGREGATE . 1,497 2,630
4 _._—-—-——-—-—-_'—._—--_ - -..-_,.-,__' e ————————————— et -
1
! FLANDERS FIELD AMERICAN CEMETERY #1252 .
; (Waereghem, Belgium).
Military. Motor Car Corner. Belgium. 1 -
Communal . Namur . Belgium . 3 2
. Lijesenthoek British
Military Cemetery. Poperinghe. Belgium. 53 67

&




CHUETERY MAME.

Rine Flms British
Military Cametery.
Abeels British
Hilitary Cemetery.
Hagle Dwmp Britisk
jilitary Cemetery.
leaal Camstery,
Mmoriean Plot .

C OHMURE .

FPaparinghe.
Poperinghe.
Poperinghe.

Sehoolselhof,
Antwary.

DEPARE-  NUMBER OF BODJIES.

MENT . Congen- Repatrin-
trated. ted.
Belgiwm . 18 77
Bolgiwm. 32 50
Eslgius. 16 15
Belgius. 1 1

TOTALS .

7T Camwtorion.

Yrom Wasreghen Camstory.

Hew Looations, {Uarscorded Burisls).

lis 212
245 450
2

AGGREGATE .

e e o S e P

365 662

BROOKNOGD AMRRICAN CEMETERY §107.E.

British Cametory.
Massbury.

Aylashury City.
Perrmmead Catholie.

Locksbroak .

City Ceaatary Glens-
alina Ext., Falls R4.
Lodges 2111,

New Uarket Hoad.
Carsaig.

Fort Pitt.

Grange Gormen kKilltsry

Blackhorse Roed.
British uilitery.
Cekliynge.

Craigton.

Granthem .
Shettearmill Chursh-
Yurd.

Kilehﬂln .

(Brookwoed, Surrey, England }.
Aldershot . Bents, 2ng. 1 3
iassbury. Filtse, Eng. 1 -
Aylesbury. Busks, Eag. i 1
Bath. Somersetshire, 1 1l

Eagland.
Bath . Somersetshire, 1 6
Eagleand .

balfast . antrim, Ire. 4 15
Bimingham. Warwlok, Fag. 3 31
Canbridge. Caxbridge, Xng. 1 -
Carsslg, lsle of Argyllshire, 1 -
Bull. Seotland.
Chatham . Kent, Eng. 1 1
Dublin. Dublin, Irs. 3 l
Durrington . #ilte, Eng. 4 9
Eagtbourne. Sussex, Eng. l 1
Glasgow. Lanark, Seob. 18 92
Grantham . iincoln, Eag. ) 2
Haglemsre. Surrey, Eng. 1 -
Kiicheman , Argylishirs, 76 237
{islmy). Scotland.
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CARETERY BAME . COMMUNE . DEP AKT~ MUMBER OF BODISS .
MENT . Concen- Repatrie-

trated. ted.

Newport . linseln. Lincoln- 3 10
ghireo, Eng.
Kirkéale . Liverpool . lanss., BEag. 7 51
yerton. liverpool. Lsncs., Eag. 114 517
Southern. danchester. Lancs., Bag. 16 68
#illow Grove. ianchester. Lance ., Eng. 5 20
¢ld Betley. Oxford. Cxon, Eng. 2 2
Peignton. Paignton. Devon, Eng. 12 ! B8
Pert Charlotte. Port Charlotte. Argyll, Seot. 10 142
Kilneughton. Port Ellen, Argyll, Scot. 15 78
(1sley).

Reading. Reading. Berke, Eng. 2 2
Coatham Churchyard. Redoar . Yorks, Eng. 1 -
Shorneliffe. Shorneliffe. Kent, Eng. 1 1
flolly Brook. Southampten. Hants, 5ng. 1 8
stemford Cemetery. Stamford. Lineoln, Eng. 1 8
Church Cemetery. Thet ford . Norfolk, Eng. 1 2
pMagdalen Hill. Winchester. Hants, Eng. 91 454
Hew ¥ulford. York . Yorks, "ng. 1 4
TGTALS « 94 Cemeteries. 402 1,739
From Brookwood Cemetery. 33 99
AGGREGATE . 435 1,838

—




CHAPTER VI1I.

THE REGISTRATION BRANCH.

In Chapter I, Volume No. 2 of this History, under the
heading "CRGANIZATION OF STAFF", 18 shown tho organization of the
Reglstration Branch, and a general outline of its functions.

#ith the expansion of the field operations of this
Service, an automatic expansion of the work of this Branch was
experienced, and with the beginaning of the year 1922 iis ef forts
were being tuxed to the fullest capacity.

In ud&ition tec the formulated routine record work, it
wus now necessary 1o initiste G.R.S. Forms ;114-A, not only for
normal concentration cases, but also for all bodies now buried
in the permanent cemetories whiech must be exhumed and reinhuned
in order to obtain uniform spacing of graves. Prior to the
initiation of these forms, an jndividusl study of each and every
cage was necessary, ia order te prevent ihé possibility of & "Do
not Disturb® case being moved from original location, and, at the
gemé time, comply with any wishes that migut have been made Dy
relatives, such as being notified as to the date a certain exhuna-
tion and reburisl was to take place, bodies to be buried side by

side, etec.

Upon the receipt of sccompliched U .R.5. Forms #114-A from

the “ield, reporting final interments in the permanent cemeteries,

the following mdditional action was necessury in this Branch, in

e T Pan s M T
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sagch individual case:-

(a). - G.R.5. Forms £114-4 and j16-4 were compared
to determine whether any discrepancies
existed in the sscomplisiment of seme.

{(p).

(e). - Change of grave location in the mimesgraphed
directory of grave locations, and also in
the directory of the cemetery from which the
body had been originally exhumed.

Change of grave location on G.R 8. card.

(d). - Accomplislmeat of G.R.5. Forms #114-B .
(8). - arrangement of forms according to grave
locations, and the acecomplishment of G.R.5.
Forms jl-A.
Upen the completion of the above, one copy each, of G.R.B.
Forms #1-A, §16-A, #114-A and #114-B, was forwarded to Washington,
and one copy each filed in Headquarters et Paris, for reference
purposes. |
ansther angle of the increased work in this Branch may be
ssen in the effect resultant from the changes of mind of the next
of kin as to disposition of bodies. At first an eppliesation might
be received for the remains to be returned to the family, and,
consequently, s G.R.S. Form 114 appeared, or was initiated in the
Branch. Subsequently a cable would be received stating that this
body was not to be returned, and the case must be looked up, and
steps taken to recall from the field the Form #114, which hed been
gent out . The same was true of concentration cases. The Braneh,
being advised that a certain body was io be buried in e permanent

cemeotery, would initiate the proper concentration forms and send

them to the field for ecompliance. In the meantime, however, cabled




-

instructions would be received to the effect that the next of kin
now desired the remains to be returned to the United Stetes.
These changes of mind necessitated the came action as in the former i q
cnses. Frem January lst to August 3let, 1922, the following .
aumber of such "changes" were recorded and acted upon: f; 

633 Permanent concentration cases changed to o
shipments. 1

164 Shipments changed to permanent concentra-
tion cases.

The most interesting phase of the work of the Registration
Branch eomprised the attempts to locate a body theretofore unlocated,
and to identify "ﬁnknuwns“. Complete hdentification was sought by
a constant and therough check of all cecrrespondence, forms, and other
burial information, against the casualty cards on file in this office.

In this manner ninsty-six therstofore unidentified bodies were

jdentifisd from Jeanuary lst to August 31st, 1922.

i -
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CHAPTER VIII.

IDENTIRICATIONS .

One of the most absorbing problems of the work of the
American Graves Registration Service was that connected with the
question of jdentity. The bodies of a vast majority of the dead
possessed metal tags and no doubt as to identity ever arcse.
There were in all some 2,000 unknown dead and unlocated burials.
It was a constant occupation of interested officers and their
staffs to try, by one means Or enocther , to connect the "unknown"
burials with the men who were known to be missing, but whose graves
had never been reported. Such loss of graves, Or of the identity
of bodies within graves, was common to all amies and arises from a
variety of causes. 0f these, one of the most important was care-
lessness among the men themselves. Any Company Commander will
testify that he has peresonally inspected a Company and has seen &
tag on every soldier, and that, in all probability, were he to
inspect the sems men half a day later, he would find that some hed
removed their discs, and this in spite of the most stringent orders
that could be given.

Another contributery cause may result from the giving of
orders in time of war to remove identifying marks to keep troop
positions pecret . 4 man, killed under suech circumstances, might
easily be lost trace of , for, though his comrades rudely mark hie

grave, the chances favor the destruction of the temporary indicator.




Exitle sonditions produce all sorts of fresakisk happen-
inge - eematorieos any be wiped out, graves may give up their dead,
and burial parties may bs smothered in debria. There it..of course,
s8lso the poselbility that & mivsing mas may have been destroyed by
shell fire withowt leaviag en identifiable trace.

Sueh otcurrences vers, fortunstely, rare, but it wee hard
tor relatives not ceﬁv-rsnai with these terrible happenings te
realize how sasily & ann might bde all but nnnihllutlﬂ;

To identify a hitherto unknown body was s mest important
facter in the work of this Bervice and to gain & sutoessful issve
the grantest efforts were brought forward. The sentiment of ths
parents was fully appreciated. It might be the frame of & body, or
only & skull, but the entire imterest in 1ifs for a hearibroken
{father or mcther might 1is buried in some grave in Franes.

During the identification cperationa an average of a dosen
perfect identificsticns was msde ssek month., ¢hen disinterred and
congontrated linte peamunent mericen cemeteriss, tht-numhur of |
unidentified dend wae waterially reduced.

7o establish the question of identity many contributing
circumstiances were seploysd. To find & tag en the body tas; of
eourse, the mest eonelusive means of identifieation; but in addition
to this the positier and location of the body, as found in tks
cemstory chart or othar records, sas al9o sonsidered.

The-ortginul carstaksrs ofien wore able to desaribe exactly

the position of every body in the suall cessteriss under their cars.

As mn sxample of {requent cgourrsnces, which would nudlify the value




of the dental ehart, or even tha presenss of the idsntificution tug,
an ingiance aight be sited in the case of the 26tk Division st #hite
Crose Farm, between Chuienu-Thierry and Fisses. There was & direct
rit on one of the 75 mm. guns of the 102nd Reglueat e? ariillery.

It axploded the caisscnm, which evsriurned on thres men of the gun
orev who had tskan refuge behind 3t.  Trhe fellowing dsy their
badies were disgovered - two of them headless, and all mutilated
beyond identificsilon. They were knecwn, hoewever, slso thelr serlal
nusbers, and ihey were buried in ths forest by their zomredes. A
preper grave marker was erected on whichk wno inseribed thelr rumes
and mmbers, sad the date end siroumstances of their death. &4 low
rustic fence surrewnded the grave. To all intents and purposes, the
tdentifiention was somplete, and yet there was no possibility ¢f a
dental ehart, or ;'fq. This i,ntta.ﬁu is only an sxmple of &
awnber in ome divisicn alens. As & matier of fact, regariless of
ihe sare takea, thare was bound 0 be a certain nubder e-f ﬁnidmifi-d
dend by $hs very exigescies and circuastances of modern warfare.

As sn eximple ¢f soms of the difficulties sncountered by
this Eirviu, nct so mueh in arriviag at proper idestifications, dut
in dmonstrating thes $o the cemplete satisfastion of the families
of the decsassd soldiers, thers migkt te recounted the fellewing
up_tfiﬁu.

The fathsr of a soldier buried in an Meriean Hilitary
Camotory in France firet vieited the greve of his son who bad been
killed in the war. He desired at that time 1o take the body heaw

with him, but, individual sxhumations not being suthorised, he

returned alone.
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The remains wers later exhumed for positive identifica-
tion. This wae accomplished to the complete satisfaction of this
Service by comparing a shell wound in the back of the skull with
the deseription in the hospiisl records, whieh exactly corresponded.
This evidence was further substantiated by the surgeon who himself
had performed the operation consequent to the wound .

The family, in the meantime, placed a emall non-regulation
croes at the grave. This was allowed to remain as supplementary to
the regulation cross which was afterwards eracted in conformity with
the plan of the cemstery.

The body was found under the regulation cross. The nen-
regulation cross was & little to one side of the latter. This
concession to the sentiment of the family proved, through no fault
of the imerican Authorities, to be productive of much unnecessary
doubt and sxtensive correspondsnce.

A eareful dental chart had been prepared in duplicate and
sent to #ashington, together with & report of any other identifying
festures diseovered. These were tranemitted to the father of the
decsased soldier for comparisen with the dental data available to
him.

After comparing these he stiated that the proofs indicated
conclusively to all of his family, and to the iwo dentists consulted,
that the identifieation was absolutely wrong, and advised that
nothing further be done with his son's supposed body until he should
be furnished with additional proof. He wrote that he deeply
regretted that it was not the right body and therefors requested

that it be not sent to him.
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The body was again exhumed, following which anotber

dental chart was sent, containing more detail, showing that the

right eye-tooth was missing before death and four others after

death.

His dentist examined the corrected edition of the
chart and said it showed it was not the body of the son. He
stated that oa the first bi-cuspid tooth in the upper left jaw !
he had put & "Richmond" crowa, which type showed a porcelain

surface, wheress in the chart it mentioned & gold crown. |

The grave was again opened, examination of contents
made, and Form #16-A sgain accomplished . This time the tooth
chart was made by a medical officer and it was found that the
chart, formerly made, was correct except for certain technical
terms, and that what had b;ou ealled a gold crown was & gold
crown, but had, in addition, & porcelain inlay on the outside FL

of the crown. This corresponded with the dentist's description

of a "Richmond" crown.

The of ficer in charge of the exhumation, making a care-

ful examination of the same, and taking the first dental chart,

stated positively that he was able to identify the body.

In connection with this, the following letter from the 1i?

officer in charge, stating why he was satisfied the body had been

properly jdentified, is interesting, showing by what extruordinary :uj

coincidences, unquestionable decisions on difficult identifications 11”

were made possible: i
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- TO ~

=] was especially interested in this exhumation
as the deceased and 1 were in the same Training School
together. fis bed was about the third from mine 80
we became very good friends during the nine weeks of
the sehool. 1 well resember that we had spoken of the
fact that he and I had the seme tooth missing only his
was on the right and mine on the left side.

“After having made out the tooth chart and
completing a careful exsmination of the body 1 knew it
wae that of my friend. The shape of the head and
testh were exactly as 1 remembered them.”

After receipt of this last information the father cabled
asking that his son's remains be not removed until his arrival in
furope. Operations were accordingly ordered to be suspended pend-
ing his arrival, and an gluninua strip reading "Do not disturb;
Pending Instructions”, was placed on the cross marking this grave,

to prevent any exhumation of this body during operations in that

cematery.

These instructions regarding the disturbing of the body
were reecinded when the father of the deceased, accompanied by the
representative of this Service, arrived at the cenetery for the
purpose of witneseing the exhumation with the view to establishing
positive identity. The former had procured an exact model of the
original "Richmond" crown from the dentist who had treated his son,
and this he brought with him. Upon arriving at the cemeliery the
officer in charge persuaded him not to view the actual exhumat ion,
but himeelf directed it.

After some monthe of doubt and painful uncertainty on the
part of the femily, and of courteous correspondence and the

constructive patience of the Quartemaster Corps and the of ficers of

the imerican Graves Registration Service, the whole question of this
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particular jdentification hinged on the ons tooth which this Service

was asked to take from the skull, that it might be compared with the

model which the father held, as he waited at the edge of the cemstery.

S0 much depended on the outcome that it was a tense and

dramatic moment when the officer returned and silently held out the

tocth which he had taken from the exact location shown by the dental

chart - the tooth which the father had traveled thousands of miles Lo

The question was settled and, a8 2

see. They were exact replicas.

result, the father said "This is proof positive - the trip over here

was worth it". He then requested that the remains be sent to the

United States.

On the return trip to pParis he repeatedly expressed his

great nstiotaciion at the manner in which the work had been done and

that he considered the sService a great undertaking, adding "and to

think that this entire organization has only one purposs in view and

that is to send back to their mothers, fathers or other relatives, the

renains of their dead”.

If the imerican Uraves Registration Service had only

jdentified and restored to his sorrowing femily one of our dead

American soldiers, it would perhaps have justified itse entire organi-

zation and existence. Its whole vast interlacing machinery hinged

on successful jdentifications, and the solving of many of these

most difficult problems was due to the untiring patience, plue

constructive reasoning,:on the part of men devoted to the interests

of this Service.

As an example of one of the many channels through which
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information is received of jsoluted and unmarked graves, and of the
way in which such is utilised, the following may be cited:-
A leotter fram konsisur P. . uairesse, of Paris, was

received by ¥r. Floyd Gibbons, of the Chicago Tribune, on January

10, 1921, more than two years after the Armistice. The letter was

referred by kr. Gibbons to Colonel Rethers, who at once sent & COpy
to the Ares Supervisor with directions to make a thorough search of
the vicinity, report the action taken and the result obtained.

It appeared from the gommunication of sonsisur idairesse
that he had returned home to spend the New Year with his mother and
while going about among the ruins of the French first lines, and
paying a few visits to his old friends of pre-war times, he learned
that the body of an American soldier was buried in a lonely field
near the villags of Cantillon, (Nerd). The English and i/merican
soldiers had united during October, 1918, in an advance between Guise
and Le Cateau, and this young imericen had ovidently been killed and
hastily buried in that sector.

4 small board over the grave marked simply “American
Soldier”, was the only legend of the burial, and when the farmer, on
whose property it had been located, began to plow up the land in
1920, he ran furrows around the grave with his tractor. Hearing of
this, Monsieur Mairesse decided to notify some official organization
of the fact. He felt that the man's family would be glad to know
that their son was no longer missing and that, having been killed

in action, he had, without doubt, proved a gallant soldier. Further-

more, he included detailed instructions as to the people through whom

.
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the grave could be located, and aneonpaniedlthia by e rough drawing
of the locality.

In compliance with these instructions, a search was made,
with the following results:-

The grave was found at the point designated. The body
nad been buried in a shell hole and was clothed in an /merican
uniform. There was no cross or any marking whatsoever surmount ing
the grave at that time. The only personal effects found with the
body werse a pocket book containing e secapular, & erucifix and &
religious medal. & Catholie medal also hung around the neck. lNo
identification tag wase discovered sbout the body. These effects
were carefully troated with the hope that a possible identification
might be effected at such & time ae they ehould become dried out.

After the eccunvlated earth of two years and more had been
carefully removed, and the pocket book cleaned, it wus found that
one of the inner sides contained a thin sheet of transparent
ecelluloid on which were very faintly discerned certain characters,
almost illegible, even when placed against a glass held towards a
light .

On what at first eppeared to be meaningless and inadequate
data, a complete jdentification was finally established. #ithin
three days after the original notification of the reported location
of the soldier's remains, this Service had located and exhumed them
end only very shortly after that the problems leading to this

complete identification were solved .

Another characteristic example of interest , was that of
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an Anerican soldier exhumed during the operaticus at Somme Cemelery.
In this case there were no means of jdentification found in the way
of insignias, personal letlers, or jdentification tags. A dental
chart in this instance would have proved of little avail. There
was only the dilapidated and almost undecipherable remains of a slip
of paper on which was writien & poem, evidently composed by a friend,
and possibly sent te the goldier from home. This poem later was
discovered to be an acrostic; each line beginning with a letter of
the man's name, and frcm which wase finelly established the proper
identification of the remains.

The peculiarity cof come of the burisls made identification
glmost imposeible, but tke brighter side fo the question was the
rezarkuble nusber cf euccessful identificaticns, results obtained
after diligent , persietent, end exhaustive reeearch tofk.

In many bundreds of caces, where eny trace of identifica-
tion appeared st first impogsible, & thread cf light was thrown upon
the ceee by the discovery of some remote evidence. The only clue
gveileble ut timee to restore jndividuelity to & body which had been
cenesidered unknown were a penknife, & card case, &an unused check, or
& newapaper clipping.

One identificetion wes obtained by & gsearching party look-
ing for & body of a deceased soldier with a Folish name. In a
certein srea there wee buried a supposed unkno¥n soldier, the only
possible idertifying clue wae a Pelish newspeper in the breeches
pocket . A Polish neme eppeared on the list of unidentified bodies

and the newspaper was the link which finally led to the complete

jdentification of the remains.
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Another identification was traced by means of a newspaper
elipping. Upon exhumation thers were no marks whatever upon the
body or the clothing, both of which were in a bad state of decomposi-
tion. In the folds ef the clothing, however, protecied by several
layers of newspaper, was a clipping, containing an interview with
the father of the deceased, in whiech he gave his son's name and an
account of an engagement in which he took part. Many others were
jdentified by letters found on the remains.

To illustrate the importance of international cooperation

in the solving of the problems of jdentification, the following may

be shown as a significant example:-

The body of an officer in the imerican Flying Corps had
not been located although his death had been reported as having
occurred southsast of Grandeourt in July, 1918, this information
having been furnished by the international Red Cross in Geneva from
a report from Berlin. In the meantime the British had found and
reburied the body of an unknown officer of the Royal Air Force at
a cemetery near Courcelette. The Germans had left a record of the
nunber of the machine in which the imerican officer had been shot
down, and the Canadian burial Corps, when concentrating the body,
preserved the original marking "N.P .85, Unknown, R.A.F., killed in
Machine B, 1113". An investigation of the Royal air Force records,

after some disappointing negative results, finally revealed that the

only machine bearing the above number that could be traced was a
Bristol Fighter, reported missing in July, 1918, a machine that was

flown by the /merican officer which was lasi seen in combat east of

Albert. ‘T'he records in Washington yielded the further fact that




- 7686 -

this officer was ou duty with the Royal Air Force at the date of
his death. This completed the chain of evidence and made the
jdentification certain; but it was a problem that could only have
been solved by the use of German burial recerds, of British Army
and Cemeterial reporis, and American confirmatory data.

An extraordinary instance of constancy rewarded was seen
in the search by a mother for the body of her son - &n imerican who
was a sergeant in the French Flying Corps. The mother was & charm-
ing old lady, seemingly frail and wholly unsuited to the continued
trials she made on her strength, yet one who crossed the ocean twice
and walked over many uil;- of battle front, looking up reported
locations, and finally finding the objest of her search, just as she
was sbout to give up in despair. She won everyone to her side.

' The French War Office, the lLiaison officers, and the staff of this
Service extended her every assistance, while exhaustive searches
were made in Berlin to secure personal testimony on the case.

{he French Authorities reported that the soldier had been
interred at "yissey-aux-Bois", on July 29th, 1918, the information
being based on & French legal burial declaration. This Service
investigated the vicinity mentioned without results and the mother
personally covered all the ground.

1t was known that the Sergeant, flying a Spad 15, plane
No. 3423, Hispano 180 H.P. motor No. 5562, had teken the air et
g.45 July Bth, 1918, with a patrol directed 40 operate on the
Chaudun-Billy s/Ourcq front . At 9.45 the patrol attacked & group
of monoplanes between Lanatre and St. Remy. Other enemy planes

came up; there was a general melee for five minutes, and, though the
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patrol regained the French linss, the ismerican's machine was missing.
This fight occurred in the region of Chaudun Vierzy.

Just as all investigation ssemed to be at a standstill
pecause of the camplete tailure to find anything at Missy-aux-Bois,
the mother herself, in looking through the French War Office dossier,
discovered there was & confusion relative to her gon's case and that
of snother man of the same surname, gerving in an infantry regiment ,
who had been interred at Missy-aux-Bois. Thus all her previous
visits to the Soissons Area had been in vain and she would indeed
have been at & loss had not her agent in Berlin at last secured the
personal testimony of the aviator who had brought down her son. le
reported that the body was buried in Chaerisee Churchyard, twelve
kilometers southeast of 3pigsons, and that the cross had been marked
with the name on one side and umbrella check from an American

College club, on the other. ¥ith the aid of the American Area

Supervisor of this Service, the cemetery was found by the mother, and ,

though the cross pad been lost in the Gemman retreat, the group of
graves reported was found and among them the body of her son.

Oceasionally practically conclusive evidence of identity
will not be accepted by & goldier's fumily. Such a pituation is
somewhat embarrassing to the 5ervice, as in the following instance,
when the rejection of one man's identity also desiroys knowledge of
another's grave.

The family of & Lieutenant , who was an observer, was not

satisfied as to the identity of the body found and identified as his.

This body was originally loeated in an isolated grave near Tronville,




- 18 =

Veurthe-st-doszslle, aad pad baeza marked by ithe Germans as follows:
ryare 1is twe Amsrican a7iators, diad Sepiesber 14, 1918". A boy

in a neighborinz villags had a haadkerehial, from wba bedy, marked
with the officer's naae, rank, and corps, ghich the Jermans had

throyn away. ibe father, howevsr, arguad, with some truth, that a
hundkerchief was meagre evidence; that aay of his son's friends in
the Squadron might bave hed it or that he might have dropped iy [rom
nis plane while f1lying. He pointed out thai the officer's identifica-
tion disc had not beea found and that he had & confideutial report to
the effect that his son had beon seen in a Lersan hospital in Ociober,
after the supposed burial .

Thus questioned, the double grave was ordered opeasd. The
ono grave, containing the two bodies, wa2 marked by two large wooden
ervgsos, not regulation, put, judging from the style of lettering,
American in origin. They veore marked with the name of the officer
in gquestion and with the name, rank and organization of his pilot.

The old German board above mentioned, with its lettering, wase also

there .

Upon opening the grave it was found that ome of the Lodies
wae buried face downward, one on top of the other. The upper of
the twe bodlee, as found in the original grave, was so badly burned
and mutilated that it wus absolutely lupossible even tc nhazard a
guese as to his probable height and weight, and only the fact that
a portion of kie whipocrd breeches reaained, indicated that he wase
an imerican officer. he bodies, when buried, had besn wrapped in
pieces cf aeroplane covering. These remains were then taken to

Thiaucourt Cemetery, where another careful search vas made and the
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following information was gleaned. lhe underwear, as found on the
under body, as originally buried, wae of a superior grade of
mercerized nainsock, athletic style in cut; when this underwear had
been washed end dried, on the neckband in two different places,
were discovered the initials of the officer in question plainly
written in ink. There was nothing else found on the body which
would give any clue to the identity of the man. The appearance
of the body supposed to be that of the deceased officer was that of
a man approximately 170 pounds, broad-shouldered, small waist, well-
shaped legs, full chest, high forehead, dark hair, and prominent
| testh. The initials on the underclothing, together with the
handkerchief found, completed the ?hnin of evidence to the satisfac-
tion of this Serviaﬁ, since the other officer found in the same grave
had been the pilot on their fatal flight and whose identity was also
considered established.

The family, however, were siill ungatisfied. In January,
1920, the grave was again opened and a detailed dental chart was
taken. The chart was not accepted by the femily as being a true
account of the teeth. Cwing to the process of decomposition, only
an impression chart was procurable when investigution was made.
The father maintained also that the underwear found marked with the
initials ecould not have been those of his son, since each garment ,
as he knew it, had been marked by a tape containing his full name
woven into the fabric of the cloth and sewn firmly to the garment.

He also declared that his son's uniform had been marked on each
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piece with his nsme in indelible ink. He also maintained that on
personal investigation he had found partse of the machine brought
down near the point where the bodies had been discovered and that
ihese parts were not those of a Salmson machine, such as the two
officers were flying. He also claimed that he had heard of a
German report recording a Salmson plane which was shot down near
Conflans on the same day as these two men met their death.

To the declarations of the officer's family, which
contradicted the evidence on which this Service had based its
jdentification, it was impossible to enter a denial , and on the
other hand, since the facts in the possession of the Government
were not ipplicnhlo to any other missing men, it was difficult to
confirm the family's refusal to acknowledge the body. The fact
that it involved also the 1ocntioh of the pilot's body made action
even more difficult. it is of course obvious that owing to the
passage of time, when a question reashes such a point, it is almost
insoluble.

Inis Service was informed that on January 23rd, 1922,
some wood cutiers, working in the Blanghe-Couronne #ood, had
discovered the bones of an imerican soldier, a loaded Army revolver
by his side. sccording to the information there were evidences of
a ball having passed through boih sides of the skull and that the
condition of the bones and clothes found were such as to indicate
they were torn by foxes or other animale; that from insignia found
on the clothing it appeared the remains were those of a lieutenant .

The woodemen reported the discovery to the Gendarmerie

at Savenay and also the layor of La Chapelle Launay. Inspection

CRRRITIO IS
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of the remeins was made the same day by officials of the town and
the bones buried in the municipal cemetery of la Chapelle Launay.

This Service was notified and immediately despatched a
representative to the spot to make an exhaustive investigation.

It was determined from the condition of the body that death had
taken place wbout four years ago, but the identity disc was so
badly corroded the inscription could not be doeipherodl

The uniform was in shreds, but a gold watch was found
in the pocket of the blouse. Every possible clue to identification
was obtained and an investigation begun by this Service. A second
identifiocation tag was found from which could be deciphered a
Christian neme and middle initial, also five letters of the last name
and the corps, which led to the complete identification of the body.

The condition of the revolver and the evidence of identity
were sufficient to lead to the conclusion that the officer, who had
been ill at Base Hospital #119, at Savenay, and who disappeared on
darch 10th, 1918, and had been dropped from the rolls about two
months later as a deserter, had gone into the dense forest and shot
himself through the head.

The body, after remaining four years unburied in this
lonely and unvisited section of the woods between 5t . Nazaire and
Nantes, in the Department of the Loire Inferieure,was transported
to the Oise-Aisne imerican Cemetery at Fere-en-Tardenois for.burinl.

All questionable identities, which could not be determined
at the graveside, were submitted to the Board of Review at the Head-
quarters office in Faris. In the succeeding chapter there will be

found an account of the activities of this body.

e -

i R e .
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CHAPTER IX.

THE BOARD OF REVIEW.

The Board of Review consisted of three officers, appointed
for the purpose of considering questions of identifieation regarding
individua) buriale, and irregularities in cemeteries, which could not
be corrected in the ordinary routine.

The kasters of Sections were directed to refer all doubtful
cases of identity to the Board of Review. These cases were marked
"HOLD", and so held pending action of the Board.

The method by which the Board determined identification in
the majority of cases was by a thorough investigation of all records
on file in the Headquarters at Paris, in addition to a thorough check
of the information contsined on G.R.S. Forms £114 and description of
ihe remains as contained on G.R.3. Forms #16-A submitted for the
exhumation.

In addition thereto, a2 graphical chart for each row in
which questionable cases were located was mccomplished, and, by this
means, the board determined whether any burial irregularity existed
in the row by a comparison of the location in which the soldier was
supposed to have been buried with the location in which the remains
wore actually found. For exampls:

A case of questionable identity for a body, upon which had

been found no tag, nor other means of identification, ies submitted to

the Board of Review. There are 26 burisls in the row from which




this body was exhumed. A chart is then accomplished showing the

neme of every soldier as shown on the grave markers over the

respective graves. By reference to coples of G.R.5. Forms #16-A “
for the exhumations in that particular row, the Board completes
data on each grave on the chart, showing where bodies were found |
ahd identification in each case. If, after completion, the chart ;:ﬁ
indicates that all 26 bodies were located under their proper markers,

and the percentage of bodies identified by means of tag, etc., being

sufficiently large enough to warrant same, and thers being no 1
evidence to the contrary, the board concludes that no burial 'E;‘

irregulerity exists in the row, and identification in the case is

then concluded as being positive.

Tha-rork of the Board of Review was at its maximum during
the fore part of the year 1922. The irregularities of burial
encountered caused the Board to be confronted with a number of very

diffieult and perplexing problems.

iPhe conditions mostly encountered, causing Board of Review }!
i
!

action, were:

|
(a). - Burisls were originally made at uneven distances ‘ﬁ
apart . This condition, when regulation croeses were placed in :!

alignment , caused the bodies to be located one, two, three and L;;

il
frequently four greves either to the right or left of their respective :
il
markers. i'he Field Forces, in exhuming a body from under a certain

ecross, upon finding no means of identification, would naturally not

of Review, however, after study of the grauphical chart would encounter

|

|
be awure of this condition existing throughout the row. ihe Board .Hﬁ

|

l

l
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this condition, and eventually determine by which cross this
body should have actumlly been marked.

(b). - Transpositions existed between bodies buried
within & row and, in some cases, beiween bodies buried in
differsnt cemeteries. In some cases transpositions existed
between three and four bodies and resulted in the body, upon
which had been found no means of jdentifiecation, being reported
by the Field Forces as “"unkmown”, and certain bodies reported
“not found™. When effecting exhunations in a certain row, if
s body, not supposed to be buried in the row, was identified in
ons of the graves therein, the Field Forges would naturally
report such body as an extra body located, and the bedy of the
scldier, supposed to be buried in that particular grave, as
"not having been found”. The Board of Review would investigate
ithe case from the beginning of the existing irregularity and
conneet the unidentified body with the body not found, submitting
detailed repert to Washingten in order thai that office might
have something tangible upon which tc base decision.

(e). - Authorizstion having been received for the return
of a certain bedy in Bony Cemetery, the Field Forces exhumed the
body in the grave specified. Upon exhumation, however, the body
was identified as one not suppesed to be buried in the cemetery.

The case was referred to the Board of Review, which, upen investiga-

tion of the records, found that the soldier whose body was identified -

in Bony Cemetery was supposed to have been buried in 5t . Souplet,
(Nord). The body under his cross in 5t. Souplet, (Nord), was,

therefore, directed exhumed and, upon investigation, same was
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jdentified us the soldier supposed to have been buried in Bony
Cemetery, thus eompleting s transposition betweon bodies buried
in two different cemeteries.

The following figures will illustrate the work
aceomplished by the Board of Review up o and including August
31st, 1922:

Number of eases referred to Beard
of Review for investigatiocd........ 1,7T46.

Number of cases identified by Beard. 1,061
Percentage of cases identified by
Bo‘ﬁ--..dl.ld.l.1.-.....‘....‘0'.'. 60.77

Number of cases referred to Washing-

ton for further investigation....... 685
Percentage of cases referred to
Washingbon.cevivaressanncnans we kA 39.23

Number of cemeteries im which
irregularities were investigated by
the Board....... R AL, A . Bl




- May 20, 1922.

Memorial Day.
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CHAPTER X.

PROCUREMENT OF LABOR.

In order to fully understand the difficulties experienced
by this Service in its dealings with the question of the labor which
it was forced to use for its work, it is thought that a brief resume
of the labor situation in France at the end of the war, when the
Merican Graves Registration Service commenced its operationl, might
be of interest and help to explein why certain policies were adopted,
with reference to lebor contrects, which at firet glance do not seem
consistent with the general pelicy ¢f labor conmtracts between the
imerican Govermment and Contraciors in the United States.

A8 is well known, the male population of France was greatly
reduced by the war, and an extended rogion of France had been over-run
and the cities and villages therein reduced partly or wholly to ruins.

The reconstruction of these regions by forced German labor
was disapproved by the Versailles Conference, and the hiring and
introduction of foreign labor was prohibited by the natural opposition
of the French labor organizations. lence, France was confronted with
a nead for vest reconsiruction with & much reduced supply of labor to
perform it.

After the Armistice, & great majority of the original labor-
ing population returned as soon as possible to their pre-war habita-
tions. This population, h&rovor, was not adequate in the devastated

regions to the requirements for prompt rebuilding, but, strange as it
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3 may seem, continuous work in the devastated regions was not always
available for the entire male population which had returned to these
localities.

This eondition, which produced unemployment, was due to
the system adopted by the French Govermment for financing the
reconstructing cperations. The net result of this system was that
the advancing of meneys for reconstruction was made dependant upon
the receipt of war indemnities from Germany, therefore, labor in
the devastated regions was alternately actively employed or idle,
depending upon the receipt and distribution of such indemnity pay-
ments. This condition produced the result, that Freanch labor was
in a state of general unrest because of lack of continuous employ-
ment , although a great amount of work remained to be done.

#hen the United States Govermmeni, acting through the
imerican Graves Registration Service, started work in the Battle
Areas, the French Minister of Labor was alarmed for fear that the
labor market in thoss localities would be disturbed, by the fact
that such labor as this Service employed would have better induce-
ments of fered it, both ms to rates of pay and by the assurance of

prompt payment and definite periods of employment.

ihe imeriean Graves Registration Service was, therefore,

. requested by the Frenech Labor linistry, in securing labor for its
requirements in these regions, to adhere to the rates of pay establish-

« @d for the various classes of labor by the "Bureau Departemental de
Placenent™ in each region, and to prevent the introduction of labor

from other localities than those in which work was taking place.
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Further, under French laws relating to hiring and
discharging of personnel, there are in force very complicated laws
for the protection of labor. These laws tended to place the uUnited
States in a peculiarly awkward position, since the protection of the
employer against smployees' unreasonabls claims for injuries received
while working, for disability resulting from accidents, and fbr old-
age pensions, consists in recourse to Judicial Decisions in the Courts.

As the United States has from time immemorial declined to
appear in Foreign Courts of Justice, this protection was not open to
this Service. Thus it became necessary to find & way in which the
United States could comply with the laws of France regarding labor,
and yet, preserve its prerogative and established traditions in not
subjecting itself to Foreign Courts of Justice.

The smerican Graves Registration Service was faced with a
double task of cemplying with the wishes of the French Government and,
at the same time, obteining contracts which would satisf{y the peculiar
French laws relative to the conditions existing between employer and
employee, without submitting this Service to French Courts for
protection.

This was done by employing labor through a Contractor who
was required under the terms of his contract, to assume the position
and obligations of the employer, in so far as the liability for
accidents and injuries to laborers was concerned, and at the same
time, to fulfil all requirements of the French Labor kinistry, which
were specifically stated in the contract.

It should be understood that the making of contracts whioch

would be sufficiently flexible to fulfil the requirements of this
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Service in its various mctivities, presented many difficulties, as

it was necessary first, to aveid any labor disturbances at the Forts
and devastated regions where the .lm.lricm Cemetories were located,
and second, to comply with the wishes of the French kinister of Labor
as to non-importation of laber.

These conditions and the fact that he was being asked to
enter intc a contract with a party which ecould under no circumsiances
in case of disagreement be brought into French Courts, caused the
contract to appear burdensome and of questionable desirability from
the Contractor's standpoint . It was undoubtedly due solely to the
confidence generally existing among French people in the justice and
reason of the United States in all of its dealings that enabled this

Serviece to obtain workable contracts.
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CHAPTER XI1.

THE AMERICAN Y.¥W.C A. HOSTESS HOUSES.

The American Young Women's Christian Aesociation began
co-operating with the Graves Registration Service, American Expedi-
tionary Forces, in September, 1919, when they were invited to assist
the Ammy in providing facilities for visitors at the various Ameri-
can Cemeteries. The Chief of that Service addressed a communication
to the Y.#.C.A. as follows: “At the town of Romagne (ieuss) there
is an American Cemetery containing the graves of about 21,500 of our
soldiers. The town of Romagne itself is completely destroyed, as
is the nearest railroad point, Dun-sur-Meuse, which is about 10 kilo-
metres distant therefrom. The Commander-in-Chief desires that
facilities be provided for obtaining food and lodging for visitors at
thie cemetery, and information is therefore requested as to whether
these could be provided by the /merican Y.¥.C.A. Visitors arrive
at the Cemetery very tired, after having endured many hardships, and
at present there are no means of caring for them."

This appeal received a prompt and sympathetic reply from
the leaders of the Y.W.C.A., who immediately set to work making plans
to furnish the assistance requested. They decided to send two
Secretaries as liostesses to Romagne to run the house provided for
their use by the Army and equipped by the Red Crogs Society, and, in

addition, to supply any extra furnishings which might add to the
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comfort and happiness of the women visitors. Cn September 17th
provisions were dispatched from Paris and the first worker arrived
at the barracks.

Scme extracts of the reports of these Secretaries give a
unique piecture of the interior of this little "Rest Home" ai Romagne,
end of the variety of services it has rendered.

"Our living room has cmught the eyes of all our visitors
with its cretonne hangings over white scrim curtains, orange the
prevailing tone, snd its typically American table parallel with the
fire-place and covered with magazines, the gifte of visitors. ie
have & vietrola, a pianc, which was found in a German dugout ,
although originally it came from & French Chateau, & commodious desk
where one findi postal cards &nd penoramae views of the cemetery. A
glassed-in porch or sun parlor connects the two ammy barracks. Our
Hostess House is better suited than ever for offering cheer and
hospitality to our many guests. Tea is served here, except on rainy
days when the spacious fire place, with its andirons of German rail-
road tracks and it§ poker made from a French bayonet , prove more
inviting.

"One night & Major's widow came to visit the grave of her
husband . She arrived on the late afterncon Army BEus and was able te
decorate his grave at sundown. OShe came buck to the Hostess House
feeling very mueh the need of a sympathetic atmosphere and expressed
profound gratefulness to the jmerican Y.¥.C.i. for having helped her
in her sad errand.

"During the spring of 1921 the Romagne Hostess House
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, 1922.

- May 30th

Memorial Day.

Jsereghem, nelgium




offerad hospitality to eight hundred people. Besides the imericans
and French there were visitors from all parts of the world, for the
trip to the Verdun battle field included in almost every case &
glimpse of this, the largest of the iperican military centers in
France - and indeed this cemetery is worthy of a special trip. Some
come to visit the graves of their relatives, others to pay tribute to
imerica's fallen sons, others to admire this American menorial which
is in every respect a standard of cemetery beauty. It is ideally
located on the slope of 2 hill, beyond which rises kontfaucon, that
figured so prominently in the Meuse-airgonne drive in September, 1918.
with its plots of freshly cut gress, surmounted by white crosses, its
foreground of landscape gardening, perfect in every detail, - its gold
star made of a solid mass of yellow pansies, its bright garden beds
and green box bushes, and finally the fleoral design 'Argonne Cemeteory'
spelled out in tiny purple pansies - produced on the spectator an
impression of great beauty and dignity. In certain lighte, as one
looks at rows upon rows of white crosses - 24,000 in all - the
§1lusion was cften that of a field of lilies. Rising over all, just
on the crest of the hill floats the smerican Flag, thus completing the
picture. The words that are uttered instinetively by almoel every
vigitor are: ‘'Surely if the families of our men puried here could see
these surroundings and feel the peace and tranquillity that reigan in
this sacred spot they would not consider asking for the return of the
bodies to ﬁmerica.'

“One of our recent guests was the so-called 'war Mother of

I1linois', who came to look up the resting places of 150 boys, whose

I ded
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mothers could not come, and to put on each grave &« saall American
Flag. £&he was particularly sensitive to .the comforts of the
Hostess House.

wge have become & link between /merica and France for
the families at home who desire to huve flowers placed on their
sons' graves on special oceasions or write to ask if we will take
pictures for them.

"Frequently we have visits from large numbers of ex-~
service men, who come in parties or with their parente or friends
and are especially interested in going over the ground where they
fought during the war. Cftentimes they have lists of their fallen
comrades and are searching for their graves. We have been glad to
receive representativee of the officers of the /merican Graves
Registration Service, the fmbassy, the imerican Forces in Germany,
the Red Cross, the catholie ¥ar Council, the Young Women'e Christian
Association, the Salvation Army, the French Red Cross, the Rotarians,
ete.”

Other Rest licmes were also opened up, at the request of
the Amay, by the /merican Y .§.C.A. near three of the principal
imerican Cemeteries and beceme known as the Hostess Houses of belleau
Wood, Bony, and Fere-en-Tardenois. A hostess at bony writes: "Une
widowed mother came twice to the shrine of her only sen, where she
spent the entire day seated by one of our little white crosses. e
wers so happy to be able to take her from her chair beside the grave

to our comfortable little living room and a wam lunch. A cup of

tea and some wafers often provide cheering comfort to many sad

ded
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pilgrims who deeply appreciate this touch of brightness in an
otherwise dreery trip.

"Not only parents of the men who gave their lives in the
war visit Belleau Wood Cemetery, but zlso parents whose sons have
returned safely to America. They come witk a prayer of thanks-
giving for the safety of their own, and homage for the dear ones
left behind in France.

"The French around us greatly admire our well kept cemetery
and especially the llftlo Hostess House. One dear old French couple,
who had come m long way to visit the grave of their son at the French
cenetery nearby, came also to Bony. Upon learning their miesion, we
urged than to come into our house and explained that we wero'horo to
receive and make comfortable the relatives and friends of our jmerican
Soldiers who had been laid to rest in this cemetery. At this
explanation the old mother burst into sobs and with her face buried in
work-worn hands told us that they had lost their three sons in the wag
two killed in three days. The fether could not speak for emotion
but mumbled repeatedly: 'Les ‘mericains sont genereux'. We
promised to put flowers on the son's grave and they left, seeming =
little less sad.

“Memorial Day was the climax of our experiences. For
several daye the caretaker and his staff, whom we aided when possible,
decorated the cemetery in flage and wreaths. Upon each grave were
0ld Glory and the Tricolor crossed and also a wreath. This was done

by the American Government who spared no pains or expense in making

ded
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the cemeteries beautiful. Ye made it our speecial care to put
flowers on the unkmown graves. By enlisting the children of the
village we gathered encugh daisies and ferns to make dainty sprays
for the more than 200 graves marked 'U.5. Unknown Soldier', and
lovingly placed this simple tribute upon the remains of these
unknown heroces. -

"The weather was glorious on the thirtieth of May and the
memorisl service dignified and touching. Afterward the poor little
broken town of Belleau, in pitiful but festive array, extended its
hospitality in its own way to the american guests.”

The American Y.¥.C.A. co-operated very heartily wiih this
Service, mnd its hosiesses, who were entrusted with the direction of
these Rest Homes, conducted their work cheerfully and with gr;it
eredit to the association which they so efficiently represented.

As an index to the vast number of visitors which comes to
our cemeteries, it might be stated that during the period of six
monthe from April to September inelusive, 1922, the registrations
wore as follows:

MEUSE-ARGONNE AMERICAN CEMETERY:

Nusber of visiters registered at Cemetery.... 4,047
Number of visitors registered at Hostess House. 1,079

ALSNE-MARNE AMERICAN CEMETERY:

Hunber of visitors registered at Cemetery.... 8,580




DIRIGIBLE DISASTER On August 2lst, 1921, at Hull,
AT
HULL - ENGLAND.

England, the Z.R. #2, a new blimp
which had just been completed by the British Admiraliy, set out on
a trial flight with a mixed crew of British and American Naval
officers and men. Had this flight been successful the United
States Government would have purchased the blimp for $2,000,000.00
and it would have been flown across the Atlantic to the United
States. However, as the huge ship was floating over Hull, watched
by thousands in the streets, a terrific explosion was heard and a
few seconds later the dirigible broke into two halves, which fell
into the Humber River. For days after the accident the river was
dragged for the bodies of the missing airmen but the bodies of some
of them were never found. The final death list held the names of
pixteen Americans and twenty-eight British.

Immediately the sad news reached the imerican Graves
Registration Service Headquarters in Faris, a detachment of two
embalmers, with sufficient caskets to take care of the American
dead, were sent to Hull to prepare the bodies for shipment to the
United States.

This detachment hastened toc the scene of the disaster

and so efficiently and expeditiously performed its work as to

obtain the commendation of the Commanding Cfficer, U.5. Naval Rigid
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Chaplain reading Burial Service over Bodies
interment . l. l :
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Airship Detachment and the imerican Consul at Hull. Several Hull
physicians, who witnessed the skillful work of the embalmers,
expressed astonishment at the ability of end results obtained by
these professional men.

After the bodies had been carefully prepared and placed
in regulation metallic caskets and shipping cases, they were given
a military funeral and placed on board a British Cruiser, which then

conveyed the remains to the Brooklyn Navy Yard for final interment.

MEMORIAL DAY At & special meeting of the american
1922. demorial Day Committee held at ;10 rue

de 1'Elysee, Paris, Merch 16th, 1922, and at a subsequent meeting,
the American Graves Registration Service was requested to carry out
the decoration of graves in our permanent cemsteries, the cost of
same to be defrayed from an appropriation made by the Committees.

The progress made by the /merican Uraves Registration
Service in returning smerican Dead to the United States and in
constructing the Permanent American Cemeteries, gimplified the task

of fittingly decorating the remaining graves in France and Selgium.

To provide similarity in decorating all graves the A.G.R.5.

decided that the following features would constitute the general
scheme:
1. - Bach individual grave to have placed thereon a green

wreath, a small U.S. Flag and a smell French or Belgian
Flag, depending upon the location of the Cemetery.

2. - A large floral wreath to be placed in each Cemetery.
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3. - The U.S. Flag to be flown at half mast until noon,
when & French or Belgian Flag would be also attached to
the halyards and both Flags flown from the top of the
staff until sunset.

4. - A large floral wreath for each Mortuary.

5. - Hortuaries to be suitably draped with U.5. Flags.
Cut flowers to be spread in the misles and small wreaths
and Flage to be placed on the exposed ends of caskets .

6. - An extra large floral wreath, bearing a silk red,
white and blue ribbon, inseribed "To Our Allied Dead”,
to be sent to the Inter-Allied liilitary Cemeteries which
were in close proximity to the seven permanent American
Cemeteries in France and Belgium.

"DO_NOT DISTURB" CASES.

The decoration of these graves, located throughout France,
was handled by the American Legion. A list of these graves was
furnished the Legion, and alsc the Comite Franco-Amerique, which
had written these Headquarters for information relative to our
cemeteries, stating that it desired to co-operate in decorating
American graves on demoriml Day. The delegates appointed by the
Legion to visil these graves were furnished with wreaths, poppies
and small flags by the American Oraves Registration Service prior
to their dsparture. 5o far as can be ascertained all these graves
were decorated on Memorial Day.

ASSISTANCE FROM U.S5. CONSULS.

A check of American Soldier and Sailor Dead, other than
A.E.F. Dead, with known grave locations throughout France, Spain,
Portugal and Italy, was made in conjunction with the Navy and Marine
Corps Graves Registration Service. Upon completion of the check
arrangements for decorating all these locnied graves were begun

‘with the American Consuls residing in or near the places where the

SR LA Rt 5

BT AR




*The Last Taps




- 99 -

graves wvere located. Funds for purchasing flowers and small U.S.
flags were forwarded to the Consuls and they co-operated most

willingly in thus fittingly honoring these Dead.

ASSIGNMENT On April 6th, 1922, this Service received
CF
CHAPLAINS . cablegram advice from the Adjutant General

that four Chaplains had been ordered to report to it for duty. A
Chaplain was to be stationed at each Cemetery while inhumations were
taking place and burial services were to be held daily over the bodies
go interred.

In compliance with above cablegram Chaplains Herbert 5.
Smith, Walter K. Lloyd, ¥. D. Cleary, and John Hall reported to the
Headquarters, A.G.R.S., about April 13th and were aseigned to
stations.

From that date burial services were held over all inter-
ments made in our permanent cemeteries. A non-sectarian Burial
Service had been prescribed for use when a number of bodies were
interred at the same time. In individual casee, vhere the faith
of the deceased was known, the service conformed accordingly.

The presence of the Chaplains in the cemeteries and their
zealousness and fervor in committing to the final resting place the

earthly remains of the Dead, gave marked solemnity to the interments.

SUMMARY OF The following figures will show the work
ACTIVITIES. completed by the Service as of November

30th, 1922.




(a). - Elsven thousand five hundred and thirty-four bodies
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were shipped to the United States during the year 1920 as follows:

PORT .

Liverpool.
Portsmouth.
Southampton .
Brest .
Southampion.

—Antwerp .
Southampton .
Brest .

___ Antwerp.
Southampton.
Brest .

_- Antwerp .
Brest .

- Antwerp .
Southampton.
Brest.
Liverpeol.

— Antwerp .

S5t . Nazaire.
Brest.
5t. Nazaire.

—~ Antwerp -
Liverpool.
Antwerp .
Calais.

St . Nazaire.
Bordeaux.
Southampton.
Calais.

St. Nazaire.

— Antwerp.

Bordeaux .
Calais.

DATE .

1.14 .20
2.23.20
3.25.20

40 6-20 ‘

4.17.20
5. 9.20
5.11.20
5.13.20
5.22.20
5.27 .20
6. 6.20
6.12.20
6.21.20
7. 3.280
7.14.20
7.21.20
7.27.20
6.18.20
8 .24 .20
8.21.20
8.20.20
9.10.20
9.18.20
9 .25.20
9.29 .20
i0. 1.20
10. 6.20
10.20 .20
11.15.20
11.22.20
11.22.20
11.29.20
12.23.20

VESSEL .

Baltic.

Northern Pacific.
Nansemond .
Mercury.)
sercury -)
Princess Matoika)
Princess katoika)
Nansemond .)
Nansemond . )
buford .
Kereury.)
Mercury .)
Princess Matoika)
Princess Matoika)
Antigone.)
Antigone.)
Antigone.)
Princess katoika)
Princess Matoika)
Princess Matoiks)
Sherman .
Antigone.)
Antigone.)
Pocohontas.)
Pocohontas.)
Pocohontas.)
Pocohontas .)
Northern Pacific.
Wheaton.

¥heaton.
Pocohontas.
%heaton.
Cantigny -

NUMBER OF
BODIES .

1
18
87

353
430

208
9

828

8l0

1,338

1,285
763

644

2,125
57
446
1,096
11
919
106

(b). - Thirty-one thousand nine hundred and forty-five

bodies were shipped 1

follows:~-

Antwerp .
Bordeaux .
Calais.

Antwerp -
Antwerp.
Antwerp .
Cherbourg.
Antwerp.

1.10.21
1.26.21
2.27.21
3.21.21
4.22.21
4.27.21
5. 1.21
5. 3.21

St . Mihiel.
Wheaton.
Somme .
Cambral .
Somme .
%heaton.
Wheaton.
Yheaton.

o the United States during the year 1921, me

289
1,594
1,222
1,252
1,755
2,794

649
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I'ransport of Bodies frem Dock at Toulon to \
U.5.5.8. "Mars”, for return to the United States. i




PORT .

Antwerp -
Toulon.
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp -
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Le Havre.

shipped to the United States d

Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp -
Antwerp -
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Antwerp .
Mpreeills.
Marseille.

DATE .

5.23.21
5.30.21
6.19 .21
6.23.21
7.21.21
8. 6.21
3.1.21
9.20.21
10.14 .21
11.26.21
12. 4.21
12.28.21
10.25.21

Cembrai .
kars .
%heaton .
Somse .
Cantigny .
Wheaton .
Cantigny .
Wneaton .
Cantigny.
Cantigny.
St . Mihisel.
Crook .
Olympie.

NUMBER CF
BODIES.

1,522
145
5,826
1,428
1,400
5,748
1,197
2,614
352
801
897
657
1

(¢). - Two thousand, one hundred and nine bodies were

1. 6.22
2. 3.22
3.19.22
4,23.22
5. B.22
5.16 .22
5.19 .22
5.27 .22
6.20.22
8 .24 .22
11. 9.22

Number of Bodies
Nuzber of Bodies

Nupber of Bodies returned to U

Total number of Eodies returned to & (=

Husber of Bodies
Humber of Bedies
Jumber of Boedlies
Number of Bodles
Number of Bodies
Number of Bodies
Number of Bodies
Number of Bodies
Number of Bodies
Number of Bodies

uring the year 1922, ms follows:

Cambrai . 53
Cantigny . 278
Cambrai . 1,065
Cambrai . T4
Cantigny . 203
Cantigny . 27
Chateau-Thierry. 71
Scmnie . 63
Cantigny. 18l
Sepelo . 64
Brazos. 30
returned to U.5. in 1920 ... 11,534
returned to U.S. in 1921 ... 21,945

shipped to
shipped to
shipped to
shipped to
shipped to
shipped to
shipped to
shipped to
shipped to
shipped to

S. in 1922.... 2,109

{otal number of Bodies shipped to Foreign

45,588

ItBlY erreesn s 609
Great Eritain.... 19
SWeten . vocseanr e 6
Ireland . ceocosss 64
Poland «..cevvonss 19
Scotland «vcocnren 4
Czecho-Slovekia .. 4
DermBrK.«csccosas - 14
Oreeco « covesenne 25
Jugo-Slovakia.... 2
Countries.. 764
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Number of bodies removed from outlying
cemeteries and concentrated into large
permanent cemeteries.....cccoreeoncens

Number of bodies located in permanent
cemetories which were exhuned and
r'buri“.lcﬂ.tl.l'l‘..ll‘llll.l.l!....

12,697

13,658

Total number of exhumations and re-
burials effected...ccoceervanranrncane

e ———————————
e —————————

Total number of "Do not disturb”
cases; nearest of kin or relatives
having assumed responsibility for
UPK@OP s cossrearasstssssenannnnunsnarns

26,355

161

e e
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CHAPTER XIII.

WANUAL OF REGULATIONS AND TABLES OF ORGANIZATION OF THE
AMERICAN GRAVES RECGISTRATION SERVICE, Q.M .C. 1IN EUROPE,

jssued April 15th, 1921.

GENERAL POLICY.
l. The exhumation, preparation and shipment of the
American Dead who are buried in Europe and all operations in
connection therewith will be performed by the imerican Graves
Registration Service, Q & .C. in Burope, and will be conducted
in a dignified and reverent manner. This requirement will
'be observed carefully by all personnel connected with the
Service, and the work will be carried out in the most expedi-
tious manner with as little publicity as possible.
2. To prevent publication of misleading and inac-
curate statements, no information, either verbal or written,
pertaining to operations, will be given to the public press
either by Officers or other personnel connected with the
A.0.R.S., Q4 .C. in Europe. Statemente for publication will

be made through regular officisl ghannels.

GENERAL ORGANIZATION .

3. For purposes of administration, coordinaticn of
duties, and proper functioning, the different phases of ac-
tivities pertaining to the exhumation work will be divided

into those (1) in the Field, (2) at Evecuation Points, and

(3) at the Ports.
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4. FIELD FORCES. The organized Field Forces con-
sist of the mobile personnel of the AeGeRe8.yQ-M.C. in K.y
thet is emgaged im the mctual exhumation work and preparationm
of bodies for shipment.

5 EVACUATION POINTS. Evacuation Points will De
located at such places in the Interior Areas which provide
railroad facilities near groups of cemsteries inm which Field
Operations are to begin.

6. PORTS. Gertain Ports will be designated by the
Cchief, A.G.R.8.,Q.M.C. im E., where supplies and material will
be received for use in exhuzation work; where all supplies
intended for the Field Operation Forces will be placed in
serviceable condition; and where bodies will be concentrated
for shipment.

7. BUILDINGS AND REAL ESTATE. The leasing and
securing of all buildings and real property necessary for the
general functioning of any phase of ihe operations and maine
tenance of the Graves Registration Service, will be performed

by the Supply and Transportation Division, AeGeReS+)Q+MeCo o

in Europe.
FIELD FORCES
ORGANIZATION
8. The actual work of exhuming and preparing the

bodies will be performed by the Field Forces, organized into
Sections, commanded by a Commissionod 0fficer, kmown as the
Master of Section.

9. The absolute identity of remains is required in

all cases and every possible precaution will be taken and

s ——— - ————{ T —
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every means exhausted to fulfill this requirement.

10. The orgamization of the Sections shall consist
of Sectiom Headquarters and Field Operations persomnel. The
Headquarters will include the necessary clerical personnel 1o
conduct the administration and supply of the Section. The
Field Operations persomnel will consist of Inspectors (Com=
missioned Officers) and operating groups, the composition of

which shall be:

1 (one) Supervisory Embalmer
2 (two) Technical Assistants
1 (one) Checker
Such Laborers as may be necessary for

evacuation.
11. The mormal organization of the Sectionm will con-
eist of four operating groups, but this number muay be increa-
sed when necessary. Twe groups in contiguous plots may be
designated as units, and placed under the immediate charge of
one Inspector, but in all cases, even when only one group is
operating separately, an Inspector will be in charge.
PERSONNEL AND DUTIES
13- UASTER OF SECTION (COMMISSIONED OFFICER)
The Haster of Sectiom will have general supervision of all
Graves Registration Service work perteining to Removals and
Shipments within the gection to which he is assigned. This
general supervision will include the administration, supply,
pay and transportation of his Section, the rendition of re-
gquired reports, the preparation of required forms, the nec-
essary arrangements for changes of station and such other
details as will insure the complete functioning of his

Section. He will be responsible that the instructions
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issued to the Field Forees sre thorcughly uncerstood and

that the same are carefully obeerved.

13. INSPECTOR (OOMMISSIONED OFFICER). The Inspector
is responsible for the proper performsnce of duties by the
group, Or groups, under his direction. He will be present
during the preparation of all budles exhumed by his group,

or groups, and will verify personally the jdentificution of
s=id bodies. The Inspecior will also perform such other
duties pertaining to ibe functioning of the Section as may be
directed by the Muster of Section.

14. SUPER VISORY EMBALMER (Civilian). The Super-
visory Embalmer is inm direct charge of the technical supere
vision of the group, and is responsible for the proper pre=
paration and disposition of remeins anc the compliance with
local sanitary sad mortuary laws.

15. TECHNICAL ASSISTANT (civilian). The Technical
assistant assists the Supervisory Embalmer in the prepara-
tion and disposition of remains, performing such duties as
the Supervisory Embalmer may éirect.

16. CHECKER (Civilian). The Bheker ia each group
will handle identification tags, copy daeta from grave markers,
accomplish G.R.5. Forms F-1 snd 114, keep necessary data and
perform such other duties as the Supservisory Embslmer may
direct.

17. CONVOYSR (Civilian). Convoyers will be sta=
tioned with the Section Heacquarters, at Evacuation Points,
and at the Ports. They will convoy bodies, material, sup=

plies and important records, ziving necessary receipts for




all such articles entrusted to their care, and accompany them

to their proper deatinatiom. They will take every means to
prevent delays, improper h:ndling, loss or damage, and will
secure receipts from the Officer to whom delivery of shipment
is made. The Convoyer on boarding the transport will report
to the Transport Quartermaster or to the Traamsportation Agent,
if there is no Tramsport Quartermaster present. He will pre-
gont his credentials and his instructions anc will fully ine-
form the representative of the Quarternmaster Corps as to what
he is convoying and of the instructions which he has received
regarding the care of the remains and property in his charge.
18. WATCHMEN (Civilian). Only Americans will be em=
ployed as guards or watchmen at Cemeteries, Evacuation Points
and Ports.
19. LABORERS (Civilian). Laborers will opea graves,
refill graves, load and unloed trucks and perform such other
duties as may be required by the Masier of Section or Inspect-
or in charge of the working groups.

EXHUMATION AND PREPARATION OF BODIES
20. Upon receipt by the Master of Sectiom of exhuma=
tion instructions removal licenses and G.R.S. Forms 114 for a
particular cemetery he will, before begianning actual operations
gsecure the necessary local permits, routing for trucks carry=-
ing supplies and bodies between the cemetery and concentration
point, and necessary police supervision from the local authore
{ties, anc make such cther arrangements as will avoid delays,

and misunderstandings. Particular care will be exercised to

fully inform the local authorities as to the proposed procede

PR gt
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Lifting coffin from grave.
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ure in each cemetery and to operate in such manner as is nec-
essary to comply with local regulations mnd ordirances.
2l. Upon completion of ihe above arrangements, the
¢emetery will be prepared for operation. The neceéssary supe
plies anc material will be placed therein and properly pro-
tected from the elements. Screens will be placed so that the
operations incident to the preparation of remains will mot be
public.
22, Every possible precaution will be taken to avoid
damage to grounds and property and in no way to disturd adje-
cent graves. It must be borne in mind that cemeteries are
consecrated ground, and no effort will be spared to avoid giv-
ing offense t0 local authorities, committees or individuals.
Careful and reverent handling of remaims is the duty of each
person connected with the operations emd all Officers will be
held responsible that these instructions are always complied
with. Traffic and speed regulations in cemeteries and towns
will be strictly enforced and every precaution will be taken
to avoid display, advertisement or public comment.
23. Excavating and the raising of coffing will be
done by the laborers. In the memntime, the Supervisory Emb-
almer and his assistante will prepare the caskets and other
material for the reception and trestment of the bodies. Cofe
fins will be raised to the surfmee of the ground under the obe
gservation of am offieer, and will be taken intact to the loca-
tion of the Supervieory Embalmer where they will be opened in
the presence of an Inspector. When practicable the body work

will be done at the graveside. In the case of broken or eols
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lapsed caskets, they will be raised to the surface of the
ground and removed to the location of the Supervisory Embale
mer under personal supervision of &n Officer. At no time,
unless the body cannot be identified, will thers be oa the
ground more than one body for esch working group.

The remoins will be liberally sprinkled with dis-
infect aat fluid as soon as the casket is opened or the body ex-
posed. The outer wrapping will them be removed from the body
when practicabls, and thorough search made for identification
tags or marks. These tugs and marks will be securely wired
4o the remaims. When idenmtity is established, the body will
be placed upom a clean blunket, saturated with fluid according
to the method prescribed im Par. 37, this manial, and them
wrapped in such manner that the "package” will be in a most
presentable comdition, according to ithe best undertaking prace
tice. safety pins will be used to affix the wrappings and
give soliaity to the packags.

when the remains bhave been thus tresated, the alume
inum strip teken from the cross will be pinned to the blanket
over the chest of the remains. The identification tag found
on the grave marker, will be placed in an envelope, the enve-
lope sesaled and then pimned to the original Form 114 pertaine
ing to the body. If there is no identification tag on the
grave marker and duplicate jdentification tags are found onm
the body, one of these tags will be removed from the body,
sterilized and placed in an envelope und disposed of as stated
for the tag found om the grave marker.

The body will then be placed carefully in the mei-
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allic case, and the blanket wrapping saturated with disinfec~-
tant fluid, after which it is covered with a clean gsheet care-
fully tucked in along the edges. Sufficient muslin excelsior
pads will then be placed over the remains 1o pack the body and
prevent shifting of same during transportation. As soon as
the body has been idemtified amd placed in the casket, the
name on the grave marker pertaining to the body, will be ef-
faced. The metallic lid will then be placed, fasiened down
securely, end sealed. A comting of asphalium paint will be
used on the rubber gaskets to secure perfect sealing.

The Supervisory Embalmer will be held responsible
that the metalliec 1id is properly sealed, that all dirt staine
are removed from the metallic case and casket top, and that
finally the lid of the casket and the shipping box are properly
secured in place. The stencilling and marking of the ship-
ping case will them be done by the working group handling the
bodies, under the supervision of an Inspecior. .
24. Field Sections will stencil the shipping case
containing the remains of deceased soldiers, in accordance
with the regulation method of marking shipping cases, contain-
ing remains of d.ccnisd solcdiers, as shown in official blue
print. The long aluminum strip, bearing the name, serial
number, rank and organization and cemetery number, from which
the remsins were exhumed, will be tacked om the head end of
the shipping case, above the handle. A small gluminum strip,
bearing the box number, as shown oa G.R.8. Form 114, will be
tacked below the lony strip referred to above.

25. where no cof fins were used, bodies will be care-~
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fully raised and removed on suitable cradles of sheet metal
or wood by the embalming group and in the presence of the
Inspector. The Inspecior will remain with the bedy until
the same is properly idemtified and recorded.
26. In establishing identification, the following
memns of identity have been used in original burials and
should be theroughly searched for:
(a) Identification Discs.
(b) Bottles buried with body.
(c) Hospital tags attached to uniform
or wrapping.
(d) Name of deceased on cof fin - tags
being tacked thereon or name writtem
in crayon.
27. The Supervisory Embalmer is helc respomsible that
the casket is.fitted and secured with frumes provided for that
purpose or, in the absence of such fram.s, in the following
manner:

"Four blocks of white wood or chestnut, each 3
inches long, 2 inches wide, and of a thickness to serve the
purpose, shall be secured with two screws on each inner side
of shipping case, and one block shall be secured in like mane
ner on each inner end of shipping case, the upper level of
each block when in place shall be level with upper surface of
sides und ends of the casket (without cover). Two additional
blocks shall be placed at each bottom end of the casket and
secured to the bottom of shipping case, being placed im such
& marmer as to take up the weight of the casket without place
ing undue strain on any part of it. These securing blocks

serve tc prevent any movement of the casket, within the shipe

ping case, durimg handling and transportation. The casket
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shen soversd, shall bs further sscured with three olests of

~oigh
STV - Bl

¢heatmui or white-vood, each 2 1nah;b wide by 1} iaches in
thickness, placed across the coversd casket. Each sacuriag
blook and securing cleat shall be covwred on ths inside with !
plush to preveat seratching the casket, snd shall be fastened [
with twe wead screvs from the cutside of the shipping cuse
into the blocks and cleats.”
28. The Inepsctor wil!l cheack tke mmboessed strips fure
nishad by Arss Supervisors with Forms ll4, end iz held respone
sible that {ht duplieats sluminum stirip bearing name, rank and
organization and csmetery numbar of the decsnsed, in.taaurily

_ tacked on the caskst top, ncar the head; that ths triplicate

.é alumimum strip, with ths same informstion, is tacked on the

head end of the acipping cuse; that the aluminum strip, bear-

E - '1ng the box mumber, as shown on the particular G.R.8. Form 114

is tacked bepeath the tripiicats strip amd the msrkiag and B

stencilling of the shipping cuse is corractly done in agesrds 1

anes with preseribed regulations.

9. Operating forces will sc outlins their daily task

that all bodies sxhumed duriag the day wilil bs prepared and
ssaled for shipment and removed to place of lecal storage be-

fores work ceumes for the day.

30. ALl body work upon ramaixs will de done at the

graveside as far as possible. in Offieer will be present at

the ralaing of each body by the laborers, asd will ase that

the aross, pertainiag to ithe body, is pleced upom the coffin
and remalns there. The ecoffim will then be cearried by hand

to the place set aside for the bedy-work.
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR FIELD OPERATIONS
al. RULES GOVERNING VISITORS IN CEMETERIES. No
visitors will be allowed to witness exhumations in Cemeteries
under operatioms unless they have writtem permission from
Headquarters, A.G.R.8.,Q.M.C. in Eurcpe. While it is the
policy of the "War Department to permit interested relatives
and friends to be present”, each of these instances will be
considered as a special case and no general authorizations
will be granted.
32. when operations are gtarted in a cemetery, a
guard will be placed over the work at all times while the op-
erating force is absent. In Communal Cemeteries, which are
closed and locked during the night and in which no one is al-
lowed to enter, a gusrd will be posted on the outside of the
cemetery and will patrol the enclosure. These guards will be
charged espscially with the safety of the supp lies remaining
in the cemstery.
a3. EXHUMATION OF BODIES IN HERMETI CALLY«SEALED CAS~
KETS. ¥hen bodies exhumed for shipment to the United States
are found in hermetically-sealed caskets, the body will mot be
removed therefrom if jdentification is positive and the condi=
tion of the metallic casket will allow of its shipment. A
new wooden container for the metallic casket and a shipping
case will be constructed at once and the metallic casket pla-
ced thereim. If the condition of the metallic casket is such
that the use of same for shipment would be questionable, the

body will be prepared and shipped in the casket provided for

the Field Forces, but a notation will be made on the G.R.8.
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Form 114, applying to the particular case, ghowing why origi-
nal metallic case was not used.

34. UNIDENTIFIED DEAD. Field Forces will disinter
all cases of unknown OF unidentified dead found in any ceme=
tery in which they are making exhumations. Forms 16=A will
be sccomplished in triplicate and forwarded to Headquarters,
A.GeB.S.,Q-M.C. in E., for gll guch disinterments. The bodies
so disinterred, will, after a thorough examination, be prepare
ed mccording to the prescribed procedure and reburied in new
coffins in a suitable and available plot.

35. REBURIALS. All reburial operations will be per-
formed by designated groups under the dirsct supervision of

an Of ficer. The bodies will be treated and prepared in the
same mannsr as prescribed in Par. 23, this Manual, and then
placed in a new coffin. In order to perpetuste the identity,
a plece of scripi, bearing the name, rank and organization of
the deceased, with the dale of reburial, will be placed in a
small bottle, which after being tightly corked, will be in-
serted in the blnnk;t. G.R.5. Form 16-A will be prepared in
triplicate, the part referring to disinterments being comple-
ted by the checker of the group which prepared the body for
reburial, and initislled by him. After the lid of the coffin
has been screwed om, & duplicate embogssed strip will be tacked
on the head end of the lid and the wooden cross will be placed
on the coffin. The coffin will them be convoyed by the chec-
ker of the group preparing the body, to the designated rebur-
jal group and will De turned over to the Officer in charge of

thia designated group, who will receive the body and also

1
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identifying markings on same.
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G.R.8. Form 1l6-A. Upon re-intermemt, the G.R.S. Form 16-4
will be completsd and initizlled by the checker of the reburial
group. These forms will them be transaitted to the Section
Commander.
36, CONCENTRATIONS. Except in special cases authori-
zed by Hsadquarters, A+GeR.5,Q.¥.C. in E., concemtration in ex~
humation operations will be made only when, for the purpose of
establishing identification, it is necessary to exhums bodies
other than those for which authorizations are onm hand or because
of the nature of the soil it is necessary to expose bodies other
than those prepared for shipment. The bodies so exhumed or ex-
posed will be concemtrated in some suitable plot in the cemetery
being worked. G.R.S. Form l6~A will be accomplished im trip-
licate in all these instances.
a7. DEODERANT AND DISINFECTANT FLUIDS USED IR PREPARA=
TION OF BODIES AND METHOD OF USE. The following fluids have
been supplied by the Q.M.C. for use in preparing bodies: Phenolin
Liquor Cresolis and Necrosin. when Liquor Cresolis and Necrosan
are available, they will be used exclusively in the following
manner:

wAs soom as the body is exposed and outer wrapping
and clothing removed it will be thoroughly drenched with Liquor
Cresolis Compositis (5 to 10% solution, Liquor Cresolis and
Water), them about four ounces of Necrosan will be spreyed over
the body, the funnel of the spray being held very closs to the
body during this operation. After identification is establish-
ed and the mpackage” prepared and placed in the metallie lining,

it will again be thoroughly drenched with the liquor Cresolis

-
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Compositis. 1f only Liquor Cresolis is available, the Compo-
gitis Solution will be prepared and used as indicated above."

The variation of the condition of exhumed bodies |
is recognized and it 1.1 the duty of the Section Commander to
gee that the bodies are properly prepared for shipment and to
899 that every step has been taken to deodorize, disinfect and
preserve the remains shipped. If in individual cases the for
muls laid down by these Headquarters cannot possibly carry out
its object, the Section Oounlander mugt use his discretion and
do the work properly, making a full repert on these exception=
al instances.
38. POLICING CEMETERIES DURING AND AFTER OPERATICRS.
puring operations, at the completion of each day's work, all
officers on duty with the Field Forces will be held respone
sible that proper police of grounds is made and that supplies
and material are safely stored and protected from the elements
Upon completion of the work im a cemetery the Field Forces
will see that all graves are properly marked and filled up
.blfﬂrl the Cemetery is vacated. The Master of Section will
inform the Area Supervisor at least 48 hours in advance of
the date of completion of work in a Cemetery so that he can
make the necessary preparations for putting the cemetery in
propsr condition.

REPORTS

39. All telegraphic reports and all telegrams sub-
mitted to Headguarters, A.G.R.5.,Q.M.C. in E., will be addres-
sed;

"AMGRASMA, Parie®. The original and one copy of all tele-
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grams will be lodged with the local telegraph office. An
additional copy will be forwarded to these Headquarters as
mail confirmation. The Master of Section will submit all
wail reports in original and four copiles.

40. DAILY TELEGRAPHIC REPORT. Daily telegram as to
pumber of exhumations will be made out in the following form
and filed for transmission before 9.00 P.M. of the day on
which exhumations are made:

AMGRASMA, Parie.

sH e B AEFsEad OIaI.....lll.. A.o'o-o-c---.n.t.---n-looncoaooc-

Code Tel.No. Date of Kame of Cemetery and Number bodi-
Exhumation es for shipment to U.S.

B..lt.l.lltdl..'...ll c.onllot...b-lol.n--tl.ton.---lu-o--u.oo

Kumber bodies held in  Number bodies shipped
storage in Section. to Port or Railhead.

n...-.".lCl.‘.............‘".-.II......-.I.I.I-.l.'.-......ll
Number and disposition of bodies other than those shipped to
Railhead or Port. Does not apply to bodies disinterred for
reburial.

e R A R NN N

Signature Master of Section
Example: "AMGRASKA, Paris.® F28 ten O.R. January twenty-
one A Vosges thirty B fifty C twenty-six D one delivered French
relatives Tours period

BARKLEY

NOTE - This paragraph was smended by Field Operations Bulletin
#6, August 22nd, 1921, and rescinded by Field Operations Bule
letin #1, February 8th, 1922. (See F.C.Bulletin #6, August 22nd
1921 and F.0. Bulletin #1, February 8th, 1922.)
41. DAILY MAIL REPORT. There will be submitted daily
in quintriplicate, a mail report of duily exhumations, showing

nsme, serial number, rank, organization, grave location, and




anything unusual about which inquiries may be made. Reports

to be mailed prior to nine (9) a.m. of the date following the
day exhumations are made. Number of reburials will be shown
on this report by number only.‘

NOTE - This paragraph was amended by Field Operations Bulletin
#6, August 22nd, 1921, and rescinded by Field Operations Bule
letin #1, February 8th, 1922.) (See F.O. Bulletin #6, August
22nd, 1921 and F.O. Bulletin /1, Februsry lst, 1922)

42. MORNING REPORT. Morning Report will be prepared
on Form 332-AG0O, and will be kept in Section's file at all
times.

43, WEEKLY PRCGRESS REPORT. The Weekly Progress Re-
pert will be submittied, in quintriplicate, each week as of
noon Saturday and will be mailed prior to noon on Monday of
the following week. It will show:

Number of exhumations for shipment to U.S.

Number of reburials.

Number of bodies in storage in concentration
points.

Number bodies shipped to port warehouses.
Supplies received in cemeteries during week
and source of these supplies.

Number of days of actual operation.
Condition of Motor Transportation.

General remarks.

.~ e L T
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NOTE -~ This Paragraph was amended by Field Operations Bulletin
#6, August 22nd, 1921, and rescinded by Field Operatioms Bul-
letin #1, February 8th, 1922. (See F.O. Bulletin #6, August
22nd, 1921 and F.0. Bulletin #1, February 8th, 1922)

44. WEEKLY PERSONNEL REPORT. The Weekly Personnel
Report will be submitted in quintriplicate each week as of

noon Saturdey and will segregate the personnel of the Section

under the following classifications:
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Commissioned personnel.

Enlisted personnel (if any)

Contracted civilian persomnel

Losses and geines and authority therefor

Number of carpenters, laborers, etc.

The persomnel of each classification will be listed
alphabetically. The alphabetical list of contracted civilian
personnel will show the duty for which contracted, ths group
to which assigned and the cuty they actually perform. Motor
Transport persormel will be shown on a separate report. Car=
penters, laborers, etc., will be shown only by numerical
strength.

45. PERIODICAL REPORTS. The Master of Seotion will
sumit the following reports periodically as their nature in-
dicates:
A REBURIALS. G.R.S. Form 1l6=A.
G.R.5. Form l6-A will be used in the following in-
stances:

(a) On all disinterments and reburials made in
Europe.

(b) To amccompany G.R.S. Form 114 for all bodies
disinterred from the Zone of the Armies,
whether for shipment to the United States or
for concentration in permanent cemeteries.

(¢) To accompany Forms 114 for bodi.ﬁ buried in
locations outside the Zome of the Armies
when such bodies do not have attached there-

to an identification tag or when any doubt

arises as to identification of said body.

(d) When Forms l16-A are required they will be

be
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Placing Remeins on work table, and examining
same for fractures, missing parts, etc.
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preparsd in triplicste by the Field

yorces snc digtributicn wvill be made

as follows:

(1) ¥hen to mccompany G.R.S. Forms 114

(2)

the original of Korm l6-A will be
sent ¥ith Form 114 to the United
States by convoy. Twe coples
will be sent to Heedquerters,
AG-R:8¢,Q.¥.Cs in Europe.

%hen pccomplished for disinter-
ments and reburisls, the original
and tvo copies of zmid form will
be sent to hesdquurters, A«GeR.Sp,

Q-K.C. in Eurcpe.

BURIAL IRRRGULARITIES. [Upon comp letion of work in a

gemetery, a report of all turiszl irregularities will

be submitted listing irregularities in puzerical or-

der, sccording to row and plot. This report v {1l

not interfere with reports on gpeciel cases where

jdentification of remains is invclved. The following

are examples of irrexularities that may be found:

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

where more bodies are found in a grave
than the grave marker specifies.

where graves opened gontain no bodies.
Yhere graves opened for & certain person..
are found to contuin the remains of an

entirely different person.

ghere burial is improperly made, such as

rts
wing

amend

ec i

will

how:
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buried face down, at an insufficient
depth or not in coffin.
(5) Discrepancies between grave marker and

tag on body. l
DISPOSITION OF EFFECTS FOUND ON BODIES. All personal '
effects found on bodies will be forwarded to Headquare
ters, A«GeR.8.,Q M.C. in E., upon completion of work in
each concentration sector. These offects will be ster-
ilized, wrapped in tissue pazper and placed in strong
envelopes. On the envelops will be typed the name,

serial number, rank, orgenizetion and grave location

of the body and complete description of the articla
found.

PERMANENT TOMBSTONES. At the commencement of opera=
tions in 8 Cemetery, the Master of Section will make a
thorough inspection of all permanent grave markers and
note their condition. Permanent markers for remains
that are to be exhumed will be carefully removed and
handed over to the Arca Supervisor or caretaker for
safeguarding until such time as instructions are re-

ceived for final disposition. - Upon completion of the

exhumations, another inspection of the markers will be l
made and the condition of same moted. Report covering
these inspections and disposition of permanent markers
will be gubmitted to leadquarters, A.G.R.S5.,Q.M.C. in

Europe. |
YETALLIC CASKETS OR CONTAINERS. Where remains exhumed |

for shipment to the United States are found to have been

__..._.,,.,_..,...
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buried im metallic caskets, motatiom will be made under item
36 of Form 114, of the comdition of caskets, showinmg defects
that remder them unsuitable for tramsportution of remains.
This extry will be brief but sufficiemtly detailed to show
nature and location of the defect that rendered casket unser-
viceabls. Report of these exhumations will be made im quad=-
ruplicate.

COMPLETION OF EXHUMATION OPERATIONS. Immedixtely upom com=

ﬁlotion of operatioms ian amy cemetery, the Haster of Sectiom

will submit the followimg TELEGRAPHIC report to Chief, A.G.R.S.

Q-u'c- i‘ E':

AMGRASMA, Paris

L LR N O OCRO CUI“BI"Y NGIII-..I.CIIQO ce-pl.t.d

Code Tel. No. Place

ssses period Total exhumations........cco00.0.. period

Date number

Reburials......ciecvce...period For shipment......cc0cee
mumber Rumber

period

(A R RN RN NN NN RN N

Sigaature Master of Sectiom
Example: AMGRASMA, Paris.' F 1 Sixteem period O R Cemetery 419
Kerfautras Brest completed August tem periocd Totsl exhumatioms
647 pericd Reburials 32 peried For shipmemt €15 period

VALTERS

MONTHLY RETURN. The monthly retura will be made up from

the mornirg report Form 332<AC0 and will show the comditiom

of the Organizatior as of midunight the last day of the
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EAHUMATICN OPERATIONS.

Anatomical arrangement of Remeins preparstory to wrapping
same in blanket .
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month, as follows:

Officers « Present
¥ithin the Department
without the Departmeat
Total

Contracted Civilian Employees (Repori Motor Trans-
port personnel separately.)
Preasent
within the Department
Without the Department
Total

gtrength last Monthly return
Cfficers
Contracted Civilian Employees

Hotor Transportation ’
Passenger - Serviceable
Non-ser viceable
Trucks - Serviceable
Noneserviceable

Strength - Officers
Contracted Civilian Employees

Alterstions since last Monthly return
Oofficers - Loss
Gain
gontracted Civilian Employees - Loss
Gain
Total Gain or Loss

EVACUATION POINTS

Evacuation Points are centers selected for thé éon-

centration of bodles removed from surrounding cemeteries for the
purpose of shipment by rail, water or mctor transportation to

Ports, in the case of removals to the United States, or to Per-

manent Cemesteries.

These centers are designated in orders and organ-

jzed and administered as prescribed in each case in the follow-

(=) RAILHEADS. Those points, gt which there is to

be concentrated such a number of bodies that
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their transportstion will require shipment by
trainload lot or by rame (20 or more cars) are
designated as "Railheads™, and are organized and
sdministered by 8. and T. Division. Rail Trans-
portation required for shipments from a Railhead
will be arranged by the Supply and Transportation
Division, these Heamdjuarters.

(b) COMCENTRATION POINTS. Those points, =t which
there ie to be concentrated e small number of
bodies for shipment by groups of cars, are de-~
signated as nconcentration Points”, and are or-
ganized anc administered by the Opsrations Dive
ision through the Senior Section Commander ocper-
ating at that point. In the case of Concentra-
tion Points, rail transportation will be arranged
by th§ Section Commander with the local Chef de
Gare by timely notification in advence of muking
shipment.

48. gection Commanders will notify these Headquarters
at least three days before the completion of operations at any
concentration point or Railhead. ¥hen the BSectlon Commander
m:zkes a shipment of bodies direct to Port, he will immediately,
by telegraph, notify the Port Officer concerned.

RAILHEADS - ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS

49. RAILHEAD PERSONNEL. The personnel for the opera-
tion of a Railhead will consist of a Railhead Officer and such
civilian assistants as clerks, checkers, convoyers and watchmen

as may be authorized in each particular case.
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RAILHEAD CFFICER'S DUTIES. It will be the duty of
Of ficer to:

(a) Select ground and buildings for Railhead face
ilities, and make definite arrangements and agree~
ments for occupancy of same. The lease agreements
entered into for necessary ground and buildings
will be for the minimum time with short notice of
cancellation. Detalled instructions in regard te
rentals and accomplishment of leases will be ob=
tained through application to these Headgquartera,
attentlion Supply and Transportation Pivisioen.

(b) Receive, provide storage for, and be respon~
sible for the safety of, all supplies for the Rail-
head. All non-expendable stores invoiced to the
Commanding Officer of a Railhead will be taken up
upen receipt, and accounted ‘or, on Property Loan
Gards. For expendable supplies a careful recoerd
of receipts and expendiiures will be kept. Ree
quisitions for supplies for Railhemds and Field
Sections based thereon will be submitted in ac-
cordance with Office Memorandum No. 10, these
Headquarters, dated January 22, 1921. Supplies
recelved at a Railhead consigned other than to

the Railhead Officer will be received by the Raile
head Officer, checked against Shipping Tickets as

to number of packages anc turned over to consignee




EXHUKATICN OPERATIONS.
Spraying rewmains with necrosan.
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The Railhead Officer will not ordimarily open and
check contents of packuges of such shipments.
(¢) Receive and provide suitable storage for all
bodies delivered to his Railhead for shipment, and
all bodies delivered to be held for identificatlon
(d) Make arrangements for all shipments leaving
his Rmilhead, including the filling out and proper
digposition of shipping papers. Detalled insir-
uctions regarding shipments are contained in Rail
and Water Transportatien Circular KNo. 10.
(e) See that all shipments leaving his Railhead
are properly loaded and securely braced.
(r)' Provide convoyers for ell Petite Vitesse
shipments, and all Grande Vitesse shipments of
bodies. Three convoyers will be assigned to esch
rail shipment of bodies with instructions that one
convoyer will remsin with any car or group of cars
thet may of necessity have to be cut out of the
train. For Petite Vitesse shipments one convoyer
unless otherwise gpecified by higher authority,

»111 be mesigned. For shipments of bodies by

ganal barges, one conveyer for each barge will be g
assigned. In the event the number of convoyers !
assigned to a Railhead proves to be insufficient

at any time, these Headquarters will be notified

as 10 the additional number required.

(g) Make out all Bons de Transport for transpore

tation of his own personnel, for personnel re-
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porting to him for temporary duty, and for persone

nel of Field Sections when it is not prmtiublo'
for Sectiom Commanders to issue Boas de Transpors.

prdinarily Section Commanders wilil be provided

with Bons de Transport Forms and sill, except where

smergency prevents, igsue same for thelr personnel

Detsalled instructions regarding issuance of Bena

de Transports are coatuined in Rail anc Water Trane =

portatior Circular Ro. 3.

(k) Secure unecessary labor for Reilhead from re-
pressntative of labor coniraster. A representa-
tive of ithe labor contracteor will ordinarily be
on the s_t;l'ound in advance of reguirementa. Labor
vill not Ve hired other than through the proper
representative of ithe .llbor contractor, except in
smergency. In such caves zuthority for hirs of
lsbor iccally shauld be obtained in advance from
thess Readquarters. in case smergency doss not

pernit delay & detelled report of circumstances

will be submitted &t once and spproval of action

requested. Bilils for labor will be carefully .
checked, vouched, vouchered, signed and delivered
4o thess Headquartsrs for settlement.

REPORTS. The Railhead Officer will submit the

following reports to these headquarters. For det:zils as to

nunber of copless, ste., reference is zmde to Par. 39, thls mane

u‘lcl

(a) DAILY TELEGRAPHIC REPCRT, using the following

e et et e

PO

P L T
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form of telegram in ea far as it may be applicable io the report
for that day:

AMGRASMA, Paris

RI.-...-..-.-..- Hsonqoaoonnpoal..l.l.nn-d Aa----.--. ------- b
No. of Resilhead Tel. No. Date of receipt Name 6f cemetery
of bodies. from which disine

terrsd and number
bodiss ressived.

B‘.os.--a.o-a.'.-.-.a-t.-I c-..-i--va..bilnhtc.uc.lti..c.l-l...

Number Bodies in Storage Name of Port & Number bodies shipe
ped thsreto.

D.c--.0.....----n.dcva-‘llinnoto-.-.«-..-.an.

Number bodlies disposed of other than by shipment to Port. To be
reported to these Headquarters in detail.

(R R N N N N N NN

Signature Railhead Officer

Example: AMGRASMA, Paris
R2H 15 A Bazoilles 10 vittel 15 B 230 C Shipped Cherbourg 850

D 10 returned Section for reburial period.

DOE

(b) DAILY LETTER REPORT giving name, serial number,
rank, organization and cemetery number of all bodies received
during the day. The names should be arranged in alphabetical
order under each cemetery.
(o) YEEKLY PROGRESS REPORT will be submitted to these
Headquarters each week as of noon Saturday giving the following
infeormation:

(a) Number of bodies received at Railhead during

woeks

(b) Total number of bodies in storage, giving sepa=
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retely the number of bocies helé fer identification.

(c) Number of rail shipments of bodies during the week showing

number of cars; number of bocies; destination and names ef cone

voyers for each shipment.

(d) Total number of csskets on hand (not includirg reburial
caskets.)

(e) supplies received curing the week (1ist of all supplies).
(f) Number of reburial coffins on hand.

(g) Remarks as to generel operations during the week.

G.R.5. FORE 114

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT, PREPARATION AND DHIPMENT OF

BODY AND INSTRUCTIONS COVERING ITS ACCOMPLISHMENT
52. G.F.5. Form 114 will be used for all exhumations of
remains to be returned to the United States or to be delivered
to relatives for burial by them in Europe. Exhumed bodies ree
buried in Europeen Cemesteries by the American Craves Registira-
tion Service, Q-4.C. in E., will be reported on G.R.5. Forms
16=A and l=A. Form lG-A will be executed by the Field Forces
and Form 1-A by the Area Supervisor (G.R.S. Bulletin Mo. 16,
Nov. 16, 1918). The items on G.R.S. Form 114 have been num=
bered for convenient reference to particular items or paris of
the Form.
53. Form 114 will be executed in triplicate and the
three copins disposed of as follows:
The Original - Te Chief, G.R.S.,q.¥.C-,%Washington, L.C., thru

Land Convoyer; G.R.S. Officer at European Porti;

Oversers Convoyer and G.R.S. Officer at American

Port.
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Duplicate - To the Port Officer for office files, thru Land
convoyer.
Triplicate - To Headqumrters, A.G.R.S5.,Q.M.C. in E., thru Land
convoyer and Port Officer.

The original report which is forwarded to the Chief,
Graves Registration Service, should be typewritten and iis core
rectness is imperative.
54. Form 114 has been divided into three parts, viz.,
Disinterment, Preparation and shipment.

DISINTERMENT

55. Items 1 50 9, inmcl., 18 to 23, inel., anc 32 and 33
are accomplished before the Form is sent to Europe. This in-
formation, abstracted frcm the verified files in Washington,
will be ocompared with the grave marker and information found on
the remaina.
56. Any discrepancy found in the record of grave locaw
tion at the time of disinterment will be noted in Items 15, 16
and 17. Insert the accurate location as found upon disinter=
ment, underscoring the detail thereof which does not reconcile
with the records of the Chief, Graves Registration Service. If
tho grave location reconciles, "No Discrepancy™ should be noted
on line No. 17.
57. Item 23. It is not necessary thut the persons do -
ing the actual disinterring should sign, but their names should

be reported.

58. Item 24. This information will be entered just

as it appears on the gruve marker.
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59. Item 25. [Enter “Yes" or “No" in both places.
Signatures of Junior Technical Assistant will be on the line
specified.

60. Item 26. This question will be answered regarde
less of whether or not identification discs are accounted for,
specifying letters, photographs, watches, rings, money order
receipts, and the like. If no disce are found, describe in
detail for final action of the Chief, G.R.S. Specify height,
estimated weight, color of hair, beard, eyes, description of
teeth, and all markings on body.

61. Item 27. Note condition of body, such as "badly
deccmposed” or “in good state of preservation® or "badly dis-
integrated” and state whether features ARE or ARE NOT recog=
nizable.

62. Item 28. sState nature of burial, such as "in
uniform®, "burlap and wooden box" or ™metallic casket" or "in
hospital shroud and wooden casket", or "emﬁalnod and in sheet
and wooden casket”, or "in uniform”, "not inclosed in box or
caslet”, etc. If body is found in hermetically-sealed casket
and this casket is not used to ship the remains the reason
therefor will be noted under this item.

63. Item 29. Various items of discrepancy should be
notéd in space at top of Form. If there is a discrepancy in
a part of the name, show complete name found upon examigation
of the body, UNDERSCORING that part of name which differs from
the records of the Chief, Craves Registration Service, the
serial number, rank, organization, and date of death to be

handled in the same manner, in case the GRAVE MARKER may show

R o e e bl TP
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Wrapping Remaine in blanket .
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this informaticn. IF GRAVE WARKER shows date of burisl, make

nete on line D.B., Item Ko. 14B.

64. Item 30. [Enter dute and name of embalmer or Jun-
ior Technical Aseistant actuslly preparing body enc pl;oing it

in casket.

65. Item 31. Enter name of perszon sealing casket.

The embalmer supervising preparation will sign on line speci-

fied.
SHIPMENT
66. Item 32. Enter information which is stencilled

on shipping box. The box will be stencilled anc ths entry made
as givea by the Chief, Gruves Registration Service, in Items

1, 2, 3 and 4.

67. Item 33, Contains information supplied by the
Chief, Graves Registration Service, which will be stencilled

on shkipping case.

68. Item 34. [Enter cate of marking and nume of person
who actually marks box.

69. Item 35. Inspector must ascure himself, before
signing thie certificate, that the markings on the box are ab-
solutely in accordance with Par. 24, this ménual, and that all
instructions regarding preparation for overseas shipment have
been complied with.

70. Item 36. (Reverse side of ¥orm) Should contain
information which camot be reported at sufficient length on
special cases in the space allowed on face of Form =nd this

should be so noted by worde "See Item No. 36."

71. Item 37. (Reverse side of Yorm) Enter date body
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is shipped from point of operations to point of evacuationm,
name of evacuation point and name of convoyer.

72. Item 38. (Reverss side). Enter date body is re-
ceived at such evacuation point and give mignature of G.R.S.
Receiving Officer at that point.

73, Item 39. (Reverse side). Enter date body is ship=
ped from evacuation point to European Port, Name of Port, and
name of Convoyer.

74. Item 40. (Reverse side). [Enter date body is re-
ceived at such Port and give signature of the G.R.3. Receiving
Officer at that Port.

75. Item 41. (Reverse side). Enter name of Port of
arrival in United States, the boat on which body is shipped,
name of Convoyer, and date of sailing. The second, third and
fourth entries will be made by the Port Officer at the Port
from which body is shipped.

76. Item 42. (Reverse side). Enter date that the
G.R.S. Port Representative received znd checked the consignment
upon its arrival in the United States and give signature of the
Receiving Officer.

7. Item 43. (Reverse side). C.R.S5. Officer at home
Port will enter date that remains are shipped to destination
and number of Bill of Lading or Express Order.

8. RESPONSIBILITY OF PORT OFFICERS. The attention of
the Port Officer is called especially to the fact that after
complete accomplishment of G.R.S. Form 114, insofar as the re-

sponsibility rests with the Service in Burope, the original

goes direoct to the United States and eventually to the Office

e e = S —

T
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of the Quartermaster General, without verificatiom from the f
Section Commander, or Chief of the Service in Europe. Port EJ
Officers, therefore, will compare all Forms 114 that accompany i
bodies transferred to him; this for the purpose of noting dise

crepancies between the original, duplicate and triplicate. In

each case where discrepancies exist betwesn the thres copies of

G.R.S5. Form 114 5 letter will be written by the Port Officer to

Chief, Cemeterial Division, washimgton, D. C., through Represep- ‘
tative, A.G.R.8., Hoboken, New Jersey, inviting attention to
the discrepancies. The original of this letter will bes attached L I
to the original copy of Form 114 and copies of the letter to the H
duplicate ond triplicate copies of the Form. Where incomplete
data existe, the defective form will be returned to the Master i

of Section for his attention and necessary action. When ship~- L;

ment is made from a Port to the United States, the Port Officer W'J;

will forward immediately to these Headquarters, by sonvoyer, the

duplicate copies of all G.R.§. Form 114 for all bodies forwarded E'_F

in the shipment to the United States. J 'é

EORTS it
79. PORT OFFICERS AND GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. A Port
Officer for emch Port in operation will be designated by the - j ﬁ
Chief, A.GeR:5.,Q.M.C. in Eurcpe. The Port Officer will be M
provided with such personnel as may be required. i EE
80. The Port Officer will have command of and be held i F
responsible for all Graves Registration Service activities at |
the Port to which he is assigned.

8l1. The Port Officer will be charged with securing such

transportation, labor and material as may be necessary for the bl
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complete performance of his duties.
82. He will receive, store and m:ke proper disposition
of all material and supplies consigned to this Service znd are
riving at the pPort.
83. Hé will receive from the Field Forces the shipping
cases containing bodies to be evacuated through his Port, and,
a3 may be directed, will ship them to their final destination.
84. Port Officers will give full instructions to cone
voyers as to their duties on board ship, as prescribed by regue
lztions.
85. Port Officers will be charged with the submission
uf the various reports required of them by this manual of regu-
lations.
86. DUTIES OF PORT OFFICERS. Port Officers will be
held responsible that only serviceable caskets complete with
shipping cases, are sent to the Field Operating Forces for use.
In order to insure that such materisal is furnished, inspection
must be made of all consignmeats received from the United States
and the necessary precautions taken and tests made to place the
material in serviceable condition. In making inspections, the
points set forith in the following paragraphs should be covered
in the order mentioned.
87. SHIPPING CASES. Examine the exterior of the cage.
See if it is in perfect condition.
If any defects are observed, state specifically
what they are.

Note securing screws, ironm strappings and handle

Open the cese and note the concition of securing
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braces. IXf any defects are observed, state
specifically what they are.

SHIPPING CASES AND SHIPPING CASE HANDLES. All

shipping cases found upon careful exsmination to be defective

or to have become weakensd in transit from the United Sistes

will be strengthened by the additiom of No. 14 flathead wood

screws, 23 inches in length.

(a)

(b)

Handles will be placed on shipping cases by using
gcrews in the upper three screw holes and small
stove bolts in the two lower screw holes.

Broken shipping case handles will be repluced by
Port Officers upon receipt of shipping cases from
the United States and bo{ore same are forwarded to
the operating forees iu the fisld. Broken handles
on shipping cases containing caskets recelved from
Field Forces will be replaced by Port Officers be-
fore shipment to the United States. To avold open-
ing shipping cases and removal of caskets for the
repair work, the following method is approved:
Casteiron handles to be broken off with a hammer

and wrought-iron handles to be screwed on the proper
place. Bolteheads can be utilized to take up the
direct pull on the handle by placing this wrought=
iron hendle under the two bolt~heads which remzin

on the shipping case after the troken handle has

been knocked off.
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Special care will be exercised that the securing
blocks and fraemes on the inside of euch shipping
case are properly fitted so that the wooden cas-
ket will be held securely in place. When the

holdinge-down frame between top of wooden casket
and top of shipping case is fitted in place at

the Port the frame will be so marked that after
removal in the field it may promptly and readily
be replaced in the exact position in which fit-

ted at the Port.

CONTENTS AND PROTECTION OF SHIPPING CASES SENT TO

Shipping cases complete, prior to being sent to

ihe Field Forces, will be inspected to ascertain if they are in

gerviceable condition, and that the following supplies are plae

ced in the casket:

(=)

()

Sufficient shipping case 1id screws and casket top
screws to properly seal same.

1 blanket

1 sheet

4 muslin excelsior pads or their eguivalent
1 8q. yd. wiping cloth

Metallic lids will then be attached by at least four

lugs and the casket top screwed in place by atleast

four screws on each side. Shipping case lids will

then be attached with one-half the original number

of screws.

If the Shipping Cases are equipped with casi=-iron

handles, the following procecure for their protection

L.
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Remains, wrapped and tagged, ready to be placed in casket. il ,ﬁ
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will be employed.
"A wooden cleat, four (4) inches long, one and
one=half (14) inches wide and one (1) inch
thick will be piaced immediately above and
flush with the circular portion of each handle
same t0 be parallel with the long axis of the
handle grip. This cleat will be secured by
thres (3) flat-head, one and three-gquarter
(12) inch, wire nails.®
(c) The original address and all markings on shipping
cases will be removed before they are sent to the
Field.
(d) The utmost .care will be used when loading and une
loading shipments so that handles do not jam and
that undue strain is not placed on one or two hane
dles.
90. CASKETS. . Exumine the casket, paying particular
attention to the following points:

Is the 1id cracked or damaged in any way!?

Is the finish marred!?

Is the moulding intact and in good condition?

Remove the 1lid and examine the lugs that hold the

metallic lining in place.
91. CASKET INSPECTION AND REPORT. Each lot of 100 cas-
kets or fractional part thereof representing separate shipments
received from the United States will be inspected by the Port
Officer who will make a report thereon to the Headquarters, A.G.
R.5Q:M.C. in Europe. A careful check will be kept of the
manufacturer's name, identifying marking, inspector's initiels,

date and consignment to which the casket pertains. Reports

should include also such information availuble as to whether the

caskete and shipping cases were dumsged or broken in treansit
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and whether the demage was due to rough handling at Port of
Embarkation of Debarkation. These reports will be made on pre-
scribed forms.
92. VETALLIC LINING.
Note the condition of the hold-down across the lid.
Are any of them bent or disfigured:
Remove the lid and examine the gaskets.
Examine all seams und joints and note specifically any
defects found.

/

Test the metallic lining for air and water tightness, and,

if any leaks are found, state specifically the location of
the leak.
93. TESTS. All metullic lininge wiil be tested at the
Port for lesks. The preferred method of making the test is as
follows; ' E
(a) AIR TEST. A emzll tube is scldered to one of each i h
type of metallic casket cover furnished and this cover i V

will be used for the testing of all caskets of that

size and make. This tube is connected with a rubber

|

|

I

hose to an air puplp or compressor tank. After all ] Ej
|’

the seams, 1id fasteners and the rubber gaskets have |
||

been covered on the outside with soapy water, the {

metallic body should be filled with air at a pressure : ﬂﬂ

of from four to five kilogrammes. The appearance of

bubbles will indicate leakage. Test all metallic lids
|
with water. -J |

(b) WATER TEST. In case the casket cannot be tested by

air, a water test will be given by stripping all pade
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ding and lining from the metallic casket, and then fil-

ling it with weter. Continue the test for at least one

hour.
04, RECEIPT OF BODIES AT PORT. On their return to Port
wareshouses from the Cemeteries, all shipﬁing c;nos will be care=
fully scrubbed and washed, and in cases where this will not re-
move stains or discolorations the wood will be screped or sande
papered. Care will be exercised in scribbing or washing top of
shipping cases that excessive amount of water is not used thus
guarding against the water leaking through into the casket. At
the same time, an inspection of the shipping case handles will | i
be made and, in the event that they are brokenm, they will be re=
placed immediately. i
95. CASKET LEAKS. 1In no instance will & body be ship= 1§

ped from a Port to the United States where any development indi- it
cates & possible leak. In such cases no uniried method of re- ‘

‘pnir or temporary measures will be used or suthorized, but if
investigation develops & leak and sume cannct be properly closed

|
as would be the case in origlnal test of casket, transfer of re- ;J

|] %

maing will be made to a casket which is in proper condition, and ' ﬁ
| i

notation to this effect must always be recorded on all copies of )

Form 114 as well as a specisl report made to the Officer in 4 i

charge of Operations.

96. RE=STENCILLING. Shipping cases which are received i' i
from the Field and on which the stencilling has become oblitera- !

ted or marred will be re-stencilled st the port. !{ﬁ
97. STORAGE. %hen shipping cases containing bodies j

have been prepared as shown in Pare. 94, 95 and 96, they will be i

= e e e naliin e SRS B L LR - et




EAHUMATICON OPERATIONS.

Stencilling shipping case.
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placed in a suitsble room or tuilding for storage awaiting ship=
ment. This room or building will be cleansd, the walls and
ceiling will be seraped, and, if practicabls, whitewashed or
stained. The walls, in sdditien, will be suitably dreped with
flags. The shipping cases containing the bodies will be align-
od and epaced, euzch case beinyg covered by an slsricén flag. It
is only when the floor space is not sufficient for the nuznber of
bodies awaiting shipment that the shipping cases will be placed
in tiers.
8. GUARD. A guarél or watchmen will be kept aver the
bodies of sxbumed Americen desd st all times at polnis of swvicua-
tion or storage.

S{1IPMENT OF BLLIES FRCH PORT
99. aa inspection will be made of the hold of the vese
sel by the Port Dfficer befors loading operations begin, to see
that it ie cleaned cf refuss. In case he is dissatisfied witih
the hold or its gondition, proper representation will be made by
him to the Tramsport Quarteraaster.
100. Puring the transfer dr the bodiss from the Store-
house to the Dock, thers will be no riding by exploysss on ihe
shipping emsvee. |
101. A commissioned Officer will always be pressat dur-
ing ths loading of the bodies on the Tramsport.
102. At 1eu£ one member of the enlisted guard of honor
should be present on the duck when the bodies are being loaded
on a vessel.

103. A Ilag will be draped on each shipping case when

bolng loaded from the doek to the hold of & veesel and removed
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when the case has been deposited in the hold. Care will be
observed that these flags are not lost or stolen while being so
used.

104. Bodies will be loaded singly on & vessel by means

of the standard platform described in official blue print.

105. Nine such loading platforms will be available at
each port.
106. Canvas paulins will be placed over the layers of

caskete when arranged in the hold so that the shipping cases
will not become soiled or marred by foot marks of the steve-
dores engaged in storing the bocies.

107. The stevedores in the hatch, as well as those on
shore, are under the direction of the Port Officer. Neither
they nor any member of the crew are to be permitted to turn the
casket on end or roll them about to get them in place. After
being lowered into the vessel the case should be carried to
.proplr place top upmost. 1f, undor.cartain conditions, it is
necessary to use rallers, these are allowed. In the event that
caskets become damaged in loading or after being placed on
board, should there be such an occurence as water in the hold,
the Port Officer will cause the bodies to be removed from the
vessel and taken back to the warehouse. The metal casket will
then be placed in a new wooden casket and a new shipping case.
The damaged casket and shipping case will them be thoroughly
wiped anh dried so us to prevent warping, and any repairs nec=
essary will be made.

108. After the shipping case havé been stowed away, the

matter of lashing and securing them will be taken up with the
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Master of the vessel or the Transport Quartermaster, in order
that there will be no shifting about in the event of rough
weather.

109. All bodies will be delivered to the Tramsportation
Service at the docks in Europe for transportation to the United
States, and will be accompanied during the voyage by a Convoyer
of the Graves Registration Service, who will carry all neces-
sary records and papers concerning the shipment for delivery to
the Graves Registration Officer at the destined Port in the
United states. The instructions given to the convoyer will

in each case contain a request that the Transport Quartiermaster
'obﬁorv. the convoyer during the journey and upon arrival at
destination report by letter to the Chief, these Headquarters,
any neglect of duty oh the part of the convoyer. The convoyer's
instructions will ulso contein a request that the representative
of the Graves Registration Service be extended every fascility for
caring for the caskets during the voyage.

110. Should the Army Transport Service send a special
representative to a Port to supervise the loading or unloading
of a shipment, it is the duty of the Port Officer to be present
either in persom or by responsible representative, to see that
the foregoing instructions are carried cut. Should anything
occur which can be considered as damaging government property

or treating American Dead with disrespect, a protest will be
lodged at once with the Army Transport Officer present and a
full report with affidavits will be submitted to the Chief,
A+GeRe5.,Q.%.C. in Europe.

111.

~ In those instances where the Port Officer has a

o T e i St e
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dual capacity eas representative of the A.G.R.8.,Q.¥.C. in E.,
and the Army Transport Service, a division of responsibility
for the two Services operated by the same official is hereby
fixed and directed as follows!

(o) The rosponsibility 6f the Army Transport Service ceases
when discharged cargo reaches the quay, dock or landing
stage, or, in other words, the first permanent facility.
Similar responsibility commences when outgoing cargo is
first placed aboard mobile water accomodation or trans-
portation. i

- (b) The responsibility of the Q.M.C. (A.G.R.5.) will com-
mence where that of the Army Trensport Service termine
ates and will cease where responsibility is charged to
the Army Transport Service as above indicated.

(¢) While the responeibility of the two services is divided

~us per above, the responsibility of the Port Officer
includes the operations of both Services.
112. Port Officers acting as representative of the Army
Transport Service must expedite as much as possible the dis-
charging and loading of cargo to the end that transports en- ;5
counter no avoidable delays at Ports. | |
113. Except in emergency, the ship's crew will furnish

men only to man the ship winches in loading or unloading cargo.

|
114. Where a special representative of the Army Transport !
Service is ordered to a Port for temporary duty by authority
other than Headquarters, A.G.R.5.,Q:M.C. in E., or through these

Headquarters, the local Port Officer is relieved of responsibile

ity as far as operation is concerned, but he will keep constante
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ly in touch with the work independently on behzlf of the G.R.S.
to determine from observation whether, in his judgment, the work
is being performed in a satisfactory manner. Yhere the w;rk is
not being satisfactorily performed he will confer with the Army
Transport Service or special representative and report the situ-
ation through channels, in writing, to the Chief, A.G.R.S5.,Q.M.
Ce in E., edvieing whether the questions upon which he reports,
were given proper attention by the Army Transport Service repre-
sentative.
115. SPECiaL INSTRUCTIONS. As Boon as Army Transports
dock at a Port, the Port Officer will inquire of the Transport
Quartermaster whether there are any Forms 114 on the vesael.
Where the vessel carries consignments of disinterment orders,
these Forms 114 will be obtained by the Port Officer and for-

warded immediately by Convoyer direct to Headquarters, A.G.R.S5.,

. Q+¥.C. in Europs.

116. Within two days after the unloading of a transport,
the Porti Officer will forward direct to Headquarters, A.G.R.S.,
Q+¥.C. in E., & copy of the manifest anc a signed statement as
to what was actually received. The statement should be in
sufficient detail to determine to what extent pending requisie
tions have been filled.

117. RESPONSIBILITY FOR INFORMATION ON G.R.5. FORMS 114.
Attention of Port Officers is invited to Par. 78, this manual,

fixing their responsibility for information on G.R.S. Forms 114.

REPORTS REQUIRED OF PORT QFFICERS

118. All reports from Porti Officers rendered by mail will

be submitted in original and five copies. All telegrams and

| ]
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telegrephic reporte will be addressed "AMGRASMA, Paris."

119,

SPECIAL REPORTS. The Port Officer will submit

special reports as follows:

(a) Cable report of bodies shipped on Transports in sccorde

(v)

ance with Office Memorandum 17, these Headquarters, dated
Nov. 12, 1920, (two copies to be forwarded to Hoboken,
N.J., by overseas Convoyer) to be cabled direct to AGWAR
for Quagwar, Washington, from Ports having direct cable
communication with the United States, six copies of which
together with duplicate copies of Forms 114 and copy of
or Roster of bodies shipped to be forwarded promptly to
these Headquarters, by Conwoyer. Porte not having
direct cable communication with the United States will
prepare the cablegram, have it properly signed, made
ready for filing, and send the original and six copies
to these Headquarters by Convoyer, together with duplie
cate copies of Forms 114 and copy of Roster of bodies
sh.'l.pp ed,
Telegraphic report as per following form, to be submit-
ted whenever there is any change in status of bodies at
Poris:

AMGRASMA, Paris

POR (Serial number of telegram) A (Number of

bodies received and cemetery from which re-

ceived. When bodies for foreign shipment are

received, they should be reported as in the

following example: Blois 20, Orleans for United

States 24, Italy 2, Greece 1, etc.) B (Bodies

on hand for shipment « for example: United

States 439, foreign 12) C (Number of bodies

shipped giving destination - for example;
United States 982, Bordeaux 10, Finlend 1)

(¢) Telegraphic report to these Headquarters and to the Port

Wi
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(d)

(e)

(1)

(g)

(h)

(1)

- 34T~

Commander, Antwerp, immediately upon arrival of each
Transport, giving date and hour of arrival.

Telegraphic Report to these Headquarters and to Port
Commander, Antwerp, immediately upon departure of each
Trangport, giving date and hour of departure.
Telegraphic Report to Port Officer of next G.R.S5. Port
of call for each departing Transport giving date and
hour of departure and anticipated date and hour of ar-
rival of Transport at next Port of call.

Mail report to be forwarded to the Port Commander, Ant-
werp, upon departure of a Transport, showing the fol- !
loving: (a) All cargo unloaded, showing number of packe gt
ages and weight in kilos. (b) All cargo loaded showing
number of packages end weight in kilos. (¢) Number of
Paspengers embarked, showing separately Army personnel
and Civilian Personnel by classes.

Mail report of bodies received giving: Name, Serial Nume

e TR s e A N ——

ber, rank and organization of remains, and designating

gemetery by number, the names to be listed alphabetically

under each cemetery. 0f the bodies received, those not
to be shipped to the United States will be listed sepa-
rately and name and address of consignee added.

Mail report consisting of leiter of transmittal and rose

ter of bodies will be forwarded with original copies of
Forms 114 accompanying bodies of Transports. '
Report of inspection of each 100 caskets inspected.
Forms supplied by these Headquarters to be used. Indi- r

i

vidual forms will be used only for caskets in which de-

i
i
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fects or damages are found.,
(J) Report of demages to government property per Par. 110.
(k) Report of disrespect to American Dead per Par. 110.
(1) Mail report of all supplies purchased, to be submitted
on the forms furnished.
120. WEEKLY REPORTS. Port Officers will submit the
following reports each week as of noon Saturday:
(a) wWeekly Progress Report showing the following:

(2) Number of bodies in storage for shipment to the
United States.

(b) Name, rank and organization of bodies in storage
for shipment to Foreign Countries giving names and
addresses of consignees.

(e) Total number of caskets on hand.

(d) Numbér of caskets on hand inspected and ready for
issuance to Field Forces.

() Number of caskets shipped during week to Field
Forces and points to which shipped.

(f) Arrivals and departures of Transports during week
showing dates and hours of dockings and clearances,
supplies received therefrom, and bodies shipped
thereon.

(g) Number of reburial caskets on hand and number ship-
ped during week to Field Forces and points to which
shipped.

(h) Remarks as to general operations during the week.

(b) Weekly Personnel Report will be rendered as prescribed

in Par. 45, thig manual.
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121. SEMI-MONTHLY REPORTS. The following report will
be submitted by mail on the 15th and last day of each month:

(a) Hail stock report, es per form supplied, showing issues
during the past 15 days, and also surplus articles on
hand.

122. MONTHLY REPORTS. Port Officers will submit the
fellowing reports monthly:

(a) Monthly Cost of Opsrations, showing:

(a) Rental of all facilities.

(b) salaries of personnel, exclusive of Commissioned,
including office force and warehouse labor charged
to A.G.R.8.

(¢) saluries of personnel chargeable to the Army Transe
port Service, loading and unloading Transports.

(d) Pilotage, docking, lighterage, rentel of cranes,
and other expenses incidental to the handling of
Army Transportse.

(o) Supplies purchased for Army Transports, including
water, coal, vegetables, etc.

(f) Local purchases of supplies for operations at Port.

(g) Local purchases of supplies for operations of
Field Forces.

(b) Mail Report transmitting two true copies of all tele-
grams sent (to be forwarded within five days after the
close of each month).

(¢) Mail Report of Declaration d'Expedition en Grande Vie
tesse and en Petite Vitesse (See Par. 23, Rail and Water

Transportation Circular No. 10, duted March 1, 1921).

4
i
4
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(d)

(e)

(f)

FIELD OPERATIONS )
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Mail Repert of Bones de Transport (See Par. 14, Rail and
Water Transportation Circular No. 2, dated May 1, 1920).
Mail Report of Motor Transportation (use forms Monthly
Cost sheet, Motor Transportationm).

Mail Report of Vehicles (use forme supplied).

August 22, 1921.

BULLETIN #6 )

1.

DAILY TELEGRAPHIC REPORT.

1. Paragraph 40, Hanual of Regulations is amended so

as to show the form of the daily telegraphic report as follows:

2.

AMGRASMA, Paris

O«Rs
Code _ Tel. No. Date of exhumation

A
Cemetery name and number No. of exhumations for U, S.

B C.
No. of exhumations for concentration Number of

D
bodies in storage No. of bodies shipped to Port or

E ’
permanent cemeiery and destination Bodies shipped and

destination, other than those under "[I".
Exemple: "AMGRASMA, Parie. F25 one O.R. August twenty
fifth Romagne 1232 A two B forty five G forty five. D two
Antwerp E none.

LUCK".

DAILY MAIL REPORT.

1.  Paragraph 41 of the lanual of Regulations ia amen-

ded to read as follows:

e o A
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Daily Mail Reporti. Thers will be submitted daily in
quintriplicate mail report of daily operations on Form
Fe2. Hames and other information called for om bottom
of FTorm Fe2 will be itemized under sepxrate captions,
i.e., STATES CASES, CONCENTRATION EXHUMATIONS, CONCEN-
TRATION REBURIALS, MOLD CASES. Unusual cases should
also be explained below. Item "c* on this report should
Bé changed to read: "Number of reburials for permanent
concentration and item "j" should read: "Total number of
reburials for concentration®™. In reporting "Unknowns”
give grave location. Reports to be mailed prior to
nine (9) a.m. of the date following the day exhumations
are made.

3. WEEKLY PROGRESS REPORT.

paragraph 43 of the ¥anual of Regulations is amended to
read as follows:
nThe weekly Progress Report will be submitted, in quine-
triplicate, each week as of noon Saturday and will be
mailed prior to ncon on Mondsy of the following week.
It will show:
(a) Number of exhumations for shipment to the U.S.
(b) Number of exhumations for permanent concentra-
tion.
(¢) Number of reburials.
(d) Number of removels to non-American cemeteries.
(e) Number of bodies in storage at operating point.
(f) Number of bodies shipped during week.
(g) Supplies received during week and source of
supply.
(h) Number of caskets on hand - lined
- unlined
(i) Number of days of actusal operations.
(j) Condition of Motor Transportation.

(x) General remarks.

4. COMPLETION OF OPERATIONS TELEGRAN.

1. Paragraph 45«F of the Manual of Regulations is amen=-

%
%
ok |
%
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ded ms follows with regard to the form of telegram reporting
the completion of operations:

AMGRASMA, Paris.

O.R. Cemetery completed
Code Tel. No. Number Place

period Total exhumations period States cases
Date Number

period Concentration cases period Removals

number number
to noneimerican cemsteries period Remaining burialsa
number
period
numb er

Signstiure of Master of Soétion

FIELD OPERATIONS ) February 8, 1922.
BULLETIN #1 )

AMENDMENTS = MANUAL OF REGULATIONS AND TABLES OF ORGANJZATION

k.GIR.S.’ Q-u-c- IN El

- - - - -

1. Paragraph 40, Manual of Regulations, dated April 15th,
1921, is hereby rescinded.

2. Paragraph 41, Manual of Regulations, is amended to read
as follows:

There will be submitted daily, in quintripligate, mail
report of daily operations on Form F-2. Names and other
informstion called for on the bottom of rorm F-2 will be
itemized under separate ceptions, i.e., STATES CASES,
CONCENTRATION EXHUMATIONS, CONCENTRATION REBURIALS, HOLD
CASES. Unusual cases should also be explained by re-
marks. Jtem (e¢) on this report should be changed to
read: "Number of permenecnt reinterments”. Item (}])
should read: "Total number of permenent reinterments”.
In reporting Unknowne give grave locations. An add-
itional summary will be placed on the bottom of the re-
port as follows:

< A g+
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(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(3)
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Number of bodies ia storage.

Number of bodies shipped to Port or Permanent
Cemetery, or other points, showing name and
number of same toc esxch destination.

Bodies received from other points, showing name
and number from each point.

Number of bodies permanently reinterred. Reports
to be mailed prior to 9 a.m. of the date following
the day exhumations are made.

Paragraph 43, lHanual of Regulations, is amended

to read as follows:

SEMI-MONTHLY PROGRESS REPURTS

Semi-monthly progress reports will be sutmitted in

quintriplicate on the 15th and last day of the month and will be

mailed prioer to moon on the following day. They will show:

(a)
(v)
(<)
(d)
(o)
(1)
(g)

(b)
(1)
(1)
(k)

Number of exhumations for shipment to U. 8.

Number of exhumations for permanent reinterment.

Number of permanent reinterments.

Number of removals to non-American cemeteries.

Number of bodies in storage at operating points.

Number of bodies shipped during the semi-monthly period

Supplies received during semi-monthly period and
source of supply.

Number of cas«ets on hand, lined and un-lined.
Number of days of actual operations.

Number and condition of motor tramsportation.

General remarks.




